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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE SUGGESTION that the RIBA should organise an exhibition 
of the architectural drawings of the late Cyril Farey is made by 
a correspondent. p. 285 


THE LCC have given details of their first scheme for the compre- 
hensive rehabilitation of residential areas by the combined use 
of clearance and new building on the one hand and conversions 


and improvements on the other. p. 286 
ARCUK have given details of the principal alterations in the 
Council’s new Code of Conduct. p. 287 


RESULTS of the architectural competition for offices on the 
Gaiety Theatre Site, Aldwych, were made known on Wednesday. 
The winning and other designs are illustrated. p. 290 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS in Italian architecture were 
described by Mr. Brian Westwood and others at a meeting 
of the Architectural Association. p. 298 


AN OUTLINE of the Government’s plans for increasing the rate 
of hospital building was given in Parliament last week. _p. 299 


THE LCC and other authorities are to make joint representations 
to the Minister of Housing and Local Government on the speedy 
implementation of the Town Development Act. p. 301 


FURTHER EXPERIMENTS in house-building with a tower 
crane, carried out by the BRS in collaboration with Norwich 
Corporation, are described in a special article. p. 305 


HOSPITALS RESURGENT 


JV HEN the first programme of new hospital building 
since before the war was outlined to the House of 
Commons on February 9, it was warmly welcomed by all 
shades of political opinion, and this is as it should be, for 
good health must never be allowed to become a political 
issue, and it is as well to recall that the primary reason 
behind the introduction of the National Health Service was 
the recognition that the cost of the benefits of medical 
science had become too great to be borne personally by 
any but the wealthy. 


The level of annual capital development for hospitals 
since the introduction of the Health Service in 1948 has 
averaged £8m.-£9m. as against the present level of £57m. 
for schools and £430m. for housing, and much ingenuity 
has been exercised in utilising this sum to the best advan- 
tage, a modest sum indeed when it is remembered that 
there are 14 Regional Hospital Boards covering England 
and Wales and that the average number of hospitals in 
each region approaches 200! A large proportion of the 
moneys available had been spent on improving the diag- 
nostic and treatment facilities of the hospital, the out- 
patients’ department, X-ray, pathology, and operating 
theatres, and whilst some new ward accommodation has 
been secured, yet the greater part of the slender balance 
of money has been expended in providing sorely-needed 
improvements. 


The Government’s proposals for expanding the building 
programme, subject to Parliament voting the necessary 
funds, falls into the two broad divisions of plant replace- 
ment and new major building projects; £2m. in 1956/7 
and £4m. in 1957/8 will be spent on plant replacement 
which the Minister of Health defines as covering major 
engineering services, such as boiler services, laundries and 
kitchens. The provision of special moneys for such works 
is of two-fold value, in that economy in running costs 
will be achieved and that in future such works will not be 
a heavy burden on the basic capital allocations given to 
Regional Boards; yet it is perhaps natural that the second 
category of works should attract the greater interest—the 
new major building projects, £74m. in 1956/7 and £10m. 
in 1957/8—and here the Minister has exciting news: five 
new general hospitals and a new mental hospital are to be 
built, major extensions are proposed to mental deficiency 
hospitals, four new major outpatients’ departments and 
several important works of reconstruction; and within the 
next few years should be seen the commencement of a new 
teaching hospital for Cardiff, the rebuilding of Charing 
Cross Hospital at Harrow, important development work at 
Guy’s Hospital, new general hospitals at Slough, Boston 
in Lincolnshire, Coventry and Sheffield, and new mental 
hospitals in Lancashire and Yorkshire. The New Towns 
have not been forgotten, and the Minister stated that the 
list of works to which he specifically referred is not an 
exclusive one; an increase in hospital building for Scotland 
is also promised. 
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The Minister forecasts that the total annual expenditure 
for 1956/7 shows a SO per cent. increase above the existing 
level and for 1957/8 a 100 per cent. increase. Neverthe- 
less, the country should appreciate that it will be the first 
phase only of some of the new hospitals which can be 
provided initially. A new hospital of 500 beds can cost 
up to £2m.! 

Hospitals of well-being will attract the right staff, are the 
most economic to run and their psychological effect on 
the patients must surely possess therapeutic value. There 
is much to be done, and the announcement that a worth- 
while start is to be made will give heart to those who were 
beginning to feel that the vigorous ideas and the research 
that is proceeding in this field of architectural pursuit were 
tending to become an academic exercise. 


COMBINED REHABILITATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT 


HE experiment which the London County Council 

propose to undertake on their Brandon estate of 35 

acres at Southwark was explained at a Press conference 
last week and is of considerable interest. 

The LCC purchased the estate, which lies within 
a wider residential area bounded by Walworth - road 
and Camberwell-road, Camberwell New-road and 
Kennington Park-road, in 1952. The estate itself 
consists largely of two- and three-storey houses, mostly 
built about 100 years ago. These houses lack bath- 
rooms and up-to-date plumbing and have antiquated 
kitchens and fireplaces, but are sufficiently well built to 
make it worthwhile, by rehabilitation, to prolong their 
lives for another’ 30 years. The existing road pattern is 
rectangular and adequately serves the estate, so that no 
extensive road works would be necessary on redevelop- 
ment, and most of the houses have back gardens of reason- 
able size, in which stand a number of well-grown trees. 

The existing densities range from 80 to 200 persons per 
acre, and the density provided for in the Development 
Plan is 136 (although Professor Abercrombie, we learn, 
would have preferred 100). The plan for the estate pro- 
vides for an overall density of 136 persons per acre, the 
rehabilitated portion being at about 90 persons per acre, 
with much higher densities in the redeveloped areas. The 
higher density will be mainly achieved by 11-storey 
“ point ” blocks of flats, adjoining the proposed extension 
of Kennington Park, these high blocks to be spaced wide 
apart in a park-like setting, with pedestrian ways connect- 
ing the park extension to those parts of the estate not 
actually on its boundary. 

Rehabilitation and redevelopment of the estate have 
been planned in relation to the social needs of the wider 
residential area (existing population about 23,000) in which 
it is set. In this connection a shopping centre is provided 
in the centre of the estate, rather larger than that required 
for its own inhabitants, and doubtless community build- 
ings will also be provided. 

Since this experimental scheme is to serve as a prototype 
for other similar ones in Paddington, Islington and St. 
Pancras, it merits careful consideration. In particular 
there is the question of open space. It is stated that at 
present the area “is one of serious open-space deficiency,” 
and it is to be noted that the proposed extension of Ken- 
nington Park will not add to the open space of this part 
of London, because it will be in exchange for parkland 
upon which it is proposed to build. An existing pleasant 
feature of the estate is the private gardens, many of which 
contain well-grown trees. It is suggested that some groups 
of these gardens should be converted into larger gardens 
“for the joint use of all residents,” but that is a poor 
substitute for the man who can now cultivate his own 
garden and raise some of his own food. Three small 
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public open spaces are to be provided, but it appears that 
the total provision will fall far short of that recommended 
in the County of London Plan, to say nothing of the 
standards propounded by the National Playing Fields 
Association. Playgrounds at frequent intervals are essen- 
tial in order to enable small children to play in safety, 
free from the danger of, and of endangering, street traffic. 
Also, since happily our education authorities are encoura- 
ging the love of sport and team games in schoolchildren, 
playing fields must be available for those children after 
they leave school, otherwise, hooliganism may provide the 
only outlet for their pent-up energy. 

Birmingham embarked on a vast scheme of rehabilit:- 
tion and redevelopment some ten years ago, and by now 
much actual work has been carried out. It is not, how- 
ever, quite comparable with London’s first experiment 
because, on the whole, the housing to be temporarily 
rehabilitated was of a considerably lower standard than 
that on the Brandon estate. London is thinking of rehabi- 
litation on a 30-year basis and it may well be found that 
at the end of this period, when rebuilding becomes neces- 
sary, the public demand will be for replacement by a 
similar type of house with its own private garden, and 
the plan should provide for this possibility. Rehabilita- 
tion is a form of slum prevention, and this is a commend- 
able feature of the scheme. Moreover, the recent record 
of the technical staff of the LCC gives one confidence that 
the visual features as a whole will be of a high order. 


“MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS” 


“Player Wanted, Cassius and Short Leg” 


[T was thus that the late Sir Frank Benson, Shakespearean 

actor-manager and cricket enthusiast, would indicate, 
when advertising a vacancy in his company, that ability 
other than the purely histrionic would be an advantage. 
The architect who advertised in our last issue, “ Cricketers 
required for large architect’s office, minimum qualifications, 
Probationer RIBA or Student RICS,” might perhaps have 
been more explicit about the standard of cricketing skill 
required, but it can be assumed that the lowest quali- 
fication here would be the ability to do a bit of stone- 
walling. In any case, the taker-off who is also a bowler 
must himself expect to be taken off if he gives away fours 
in quantities. 

In recent years cricket has greatly increased its hold 
among those who earn their livings in the building 
industry; and, in what we jocularly call our summer, repre- 
sentative teams of architects, builders and others are often 
to be found in cricket pavilions in their leisure hours 
watching the rain teem down. This provides a wel- 
come opportunity for social contacts. Cricket, in fact, as 
a little reflection will show, is an excellent bond in the 
case of an industry like building. It is a relief occasion- 
ally to get on to the subject of pitches other than those 
of roofs—to realise that wickets as well as unseasoned 
timber can be green, and that not all bats are brick. The 
current scarcity of good softwood is deplorable, but it is 
reassuring to know that there is no shortage of willow. 

The advertisement to which we have referred is further 
evidence of the social value of cricket. Indeed, if Shake- 
speare were alive to-day he would probably compare the 
world not with a stage but with a cricket field, for nearly 
all the men (and some of the women) are now players, 
having their exits and their entrances—the exits generally 
following all too swiftly on the entrances. We trust that 
the cricketing of our advertiser’s chosen assistants may 
at least be equal to their professional ability, but it is 
possible they may need a hint about the expediency of 
tossing up a fair number of loose balls to important clients 
on the opposing side. 





Februai 


Ne 
WELL 
i w 

out 
the re 
was pI 
CBE, 
the R 
accept 
Georg 
graph 
the tin 
schemi 
surrou 
about 
broke 
from 
in The 
that < 
structi 
aud V 
and th 
the lat 
“2 Vil 

if t 
arise 
and m 
of M 
oificia 
seems 
design 
structi 
be qt 
fashio 
tion f 
Wellir 
been 
intend 
terrac 
great 
never 
were 
Nash 
elevat 
qualit 
to be 
schem 





1955 


rs that 
nended 
of the 
Fields 
essen- 
safety, 
traffic. 
\CcoUura- 
ildres, 
1 after 
ide the 


ibilit2- 
y now 
J how- 
riment 
orarily 
1 than 
ehabi- 
d that 
neces- 
by a 
1, and 
bilita- 
mend- 
record 
e that 
er. 


sarean 
licate, 
ability 
ntage. 
keters 
itions, 
; have 
y skill 
quali- 
stone- 
ow ler 

fours 


hold 
ilding 
repre- 
often 
hours 
wel- 
ct, as 
n the 
asion- 
those 
soned 
The 
t it is 
OW. 
irther 
hake- 
‘e the 
rearly 
ayers, 
erally 
t that 
may 
it is 
cy of 
lients 








February 18 1955 


Notes of the Week 


WELLINGTON BARRACKS 

T will be recalled that just before the 

outbreak of war in 1939 a design for 
the rebuilding of Wellington Barracks 
was prepared by Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, 
CBE, FRIBA. This was approved by 
the Royal Fine Art Commission and 
accepted by His Late Majesty King 
George VI. We reproduce a _photo- 
graph of a model which was made at 
the time, showing the relationship of the 
scheme to Buckingham Palace and its 
surroundings. Working drawings were 
about to be put in hand when the war 
broke out. We are interested to note 
from a paragraph by “ Peterborough ” 
in The Daily Telegraph for February 8, 
that a programme of barracks recon- 
struction, costing £1,700,000, for Chelsea 
aud Wellington .is due to start in 1957, 
and that the “elegant cream fagade” of 
the latter building (which is described as 
“2 virtual slum”) is to be retained. 

if this report be correct, two points 
arise that need explanation. The first 
and most important is the abandonment 
of Mr. Kenyon’s scheme without any 
official announcement being made. It 
seems almost incredible that an approved 
design for an important work of recon- 
struction in one of the Royal Parks can 
be quietly dropped in this summary 
fashion. The second point is the inten- 
tion to retain the existing elevations. 
Wellington Barracks, built in 1831, have 
been often attributed to Nash, who 
intended this site to be occupied by 
terraces of houses forming part of his 
great. replanning scheme. They were 
never built, however, and the barracks 
were erected from the designs not of 
Nash but of the Royal Engineers. The 
elevations are of poor architectural 
quality and their retention would seem 
to be incompatible with any adequate 
scheme of reconstruction. 
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COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 


RICS.—** Effect on Values of Recent Legisla- 


tion,’ by Mr. T. S. Dulake, FRICS. 12, Great 
George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
UNIVERSITY OF LoNDON.—** The Impact of De- 


velopment Plans on Real Estate,’’ by Mr. B. J. 
Collins, FRICS, MTPI. University of London, 
Senate House, WC1. 5.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—A _ discussion on 
aesthetic control over architects. 34, Bedford-square, 
WCl. 8 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BuILpERS.—*‘ The Development of 
Management Skills,’” by Professor C. A. Mace, MA. 
48, Bedford-square, WC1. 4.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

RIBA.—Exhibition of German architecture to-day. 
66, Portland-place, Wi. Mondays-Fridays 10-7; 
Saturdays 10-5. Continuing until March 24. 

Section AA THEATRE Group.—‘* The Recruiting 
Officer,”” by Mr. George Farquhar. Twentieth Cen- 
tury Theatre, Westbourne-grove, WII. 7.30 p.m. 
Other performances on February 25 and 26. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—General 
meeting for the election of members. 11, Upper 
Belgrave-st., SW1. 5.15 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 


INSTITUTE OF HousinGc (LONDON AREA BRANCH).— 
Annual dinner. Horseshoe Hotel, Tottenham Court- 
road, 
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This whole business is most unsatis- 
factory. Why has Mr. Kenyon’s 
approved scheme been dropped? Who 
is responsible for the decision? Who is 
the architect for the proposed new work? 
These are questions that should promptly 
be asked in the House of Commons. 


NEW BUILDING IN ITALY 


THERE are few with whom one would 
rather tour abroad in imagination than 
Bryan Westwood, though the reality 
would probably exhaust one, writes Basil 
Marriott. I could well visualise his des- 
cription of himself during his lecture at 
the AA, on February 2 (reported in this 
issue, on page 298), jumping off mov- 
ing trams to “shoot” a find—though I 
was disappointed to hear that he did not 
necessarily catch the same tram again. He 
is of the most compact and tireless energy 
of any architect I know, mentally and 
physically “ carrying no fat” and, being 
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an all-rounder on plan, well-balanced 
about his vertical axis and in judgment. 

My enjoyment of his talk, and the 
beautiful slides, was tinged with nostalgia 
and some envy. References to “two 
weeks’ intensive tours,” however, compen- 
sated by reminding me that my own in 
Italy was of nearer two years’ duration, 
also pretty intensive, and as member of 
a party well organised by the Army in- 
stead of the Cement and Concrete 
Association. But I could have done with 
more of their products to patch up the 
holes in Italy’s architectural past, which 
occupation left little room for speculation 
on her future, and I hardly saw her pre- 
sent at its best, though my jeep-assisted 
take-off ca.ried me quite a long way. 

The only excuse for such reminiscences 
here is that so dramatically much seems to 
have happened in the intervening 10 years. 
There were in 1945 few portents of the 
renaissance which is taking place, and 
such chunks of regurgitated modernismo 
as were represented by the pre-war “ stile 
Ciano” were largely window-dressing 
along a strictly Party line concealing the 
hovelry behind, apparently n the prin- 
ciple that “ ars est celare...” 


ACCENT ON CONCRETE 

BrYAN WESTWooD’s style was perhaps 
a mite cramped by a benevolently bear- 
led itinerary focusing, naturally, in view 
of its sponsorship, on concrete, in which 
the Italians are perhaps still a bit stuc- 
minded. I wondered, for instance, whether 
an excursion from, say, Florence via 
Montepulciano (nodding to Sangallo in 
passing) to Chianciano to see the Nervi 
job illustrated in the RIBA “ Building in 
Concrete ” exhibition (which I suspect to 
be a later and logical development of his 
preoccunation with almost Gothic “fan 
tracery”), might have shown dividends 
and helped to clarify a point made by 
Felix Samuely who, with Joseph Ember- 
ton, acted as a sort of Mister Interlocutor 
and Mister Structural Bones. 

One speculated on what has sustained 
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Mr. Arthur Kenyon’s designs for Wellington Barracks, which were approved by the Royal Fine Art Commission and accepted 
by His Late Majesty King George VI. (See note.) 
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this forward drive so impressive and con- 
sistent in its results—not always in the 
best of Ghastly Good Taste, perhaps, but 
mever lacking that quality of savore, 
which can be lush or astringent, sweet or 
sharp “to taste.” I would have liked to 
hear more about this, and was a little 
sorry that the President (no doubt in view 
of what recently threatened to become an 
all-night sitting) brought the discussion 
briskly to a close. But I gather the answer 
is pure enthusiasm, not uninfluenced by 
an overhanging unemployment threat. 


OUTLOOK FOR BUILDING 


AFTER rather dampening the spirits of 
those present by telling them that he had 
little to say that was not in the NFBTE’s 
recently issued annual report, the new 
National president, Mr. Harvey G. Frost, 
OBE, dealt ably, last week, with the 
numerous questions on costs—and other 
hardy annuals—fired at him at his first 
Press conference. 

. On reducing costs, he said that the 
Federation hoped that as their advisory 
service got into its swing—and at present 
they were having to train up the stafi— 
he hoped that it would have a useful 
effect in helping members to increase 
their efficiency. They were also very 
anxious to get back to fixed-price tender- 
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ing, but they could not do this until the 
prices of materials became firm. The 
unions’ renewed attack on labour-only 
sub-contracting was another worry for 
them. This system, Mr. Frost believed, 
had done much in the past year to 
increase productivity, and should be re- 
tained; in addition, those employed on it 
liked the extra money it brought them. 
He gave a clue to the unions’ underlying 
opposition to the practice by saying that 
most of the labour-only operatives were 
not in the unions, which wanted to secure 
their membership. 

Referring to selective tendering, Mr. 
Frost said that many local authorities 
had already adopted it, but not enough. 
They wanted to get the Housing Ministry 
to make a recommendation similar to 
that already made by the Ministry of 
Works—that the principle should be 
accepted. Asked if builders were happy 
about the new roads programme’s effect 
on supplies of materials, the president 
pointed out that steel reinforcing rods, 
and steel in other forms, was already 
difficult to get; he thought that if the 
roads were to obtain their requirements 
we might have to import steel from 
abroad. He really did not know the 
answer. 
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This drawing by Mr. Harold G. Ellis, B Arch, ARIBA, is taken from the 

cover of the menu card of the staff dinner-dance of the Architects’ Department, 

Essex County Council, at which the principal guests were Mr. and Mrs. 

C. H. Aslin. Mr. Ellis is on the staff of the County Architect, Mr. Harold 
Conolly, FRIBA. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? 
A SUGGESTION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—As a layman who has read 

millions of words about architecture, 
aneient and modern, over a period of 
nearly 50 years, I have reached the stage 
of wonderiag whether I know any more 
about it now than when I started. This 
doubt was increased by a reading of the 
report in your last issue ef the criticisra 
and discussion at the RIBA of the cur- 
rent prizes and studentships. Whe: 
leading members of the profession them- 
selves disagree fundamentally ani 
violently about the nature of architec- 
ture, as they did at that meeting, is it tc 
be wondered that students are bewildered 
and laymen baffled? 


Architectural disputants commonly 
talk much about theory, and hurl words 
like “ tradition,’ “ modernism,” “ con- 
struction,” “utility” and “beauty” at 
one another’s heads without giving an) 
clear indication of what they mean by 
them. We are left to create our own 
mental images and, of course, they differ. 
with confusion as the result. “ Think 
with your pencils!” I once heard a dis- 
tinguished professor of architecture say 
to some argumentative students, which 
prompts me to make a suggestion which 
might help to clarify the points of 
conflict. 

Let the RIBA invite two architects 
—accepted exponents of the traditional and 
the modern schools of thought respectively 
—each to prepare a design for some imagin- 
ary projects of specified accommodation, etc. 
Any largish building coming within normal 
practice would do. Then let us have an ex- 
hibition of the drawings at the RIBA and 
a general meeting at which the authors ex- 
plain and justify their designs from their 
respective points of view, both aesthetically 
and economically. Estimates of cost by a 
competent third party should be given. 
Members of the audience (which should in- 
clude not only practising architects, but as 
many students and interested laymen as 
possible) should be invited to ask questions 
and criticise the designs. 

If this idea could be carried out we should 
be spared on one occasion at least the vague 
generalities that we so often get at these 
gatherings of architects. We might even, as 
laymen, reach some sort of conclusion about 
the nature of architecture and the claims of 
the opposing schools of thought to give it us. 
As the suggested designs need not be pre- 
pared in any great detail it is possible that 
a couple of sporting architects might be 
found willing to enter into this educational! 
experiment. 

Wimbledon, SW19. G. J. How ina. 


ART AT THE RCA 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The criticism in a recent issue of 
the Royal College of Art Students’ 
Exhibition brought back nostalgic 
memories of my student days in the Paint- 
ing School of the College in the 1930s, 
under the great Sir William Rothenstein. 
Referring to Mr. Marriott’s remarks 
about the “drab joylessness in much 
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“* I said it’s high time they built 
a few modern hospitals !” 








s'udent art” I am able to recall that it 
was exactly the same in my day! 

I shall never forget my first impressions 
of my fellow students’ works! First, 
there was a sameness about the subject 
matter and second, drab, dirty colour. 
Two subjects were popular. A man and 
2 woman seated at a table in a public 
house drinking beer or a nude woman 
seated on a bed in a gloomy early Vic- 
torian bedroom (something after the style 
of Sickert). Variations on these two 
themes were many but they were always 
drab, joyless and unattractive. 

I discovered, as time passed, that lack 
of imagination was the reason for this 
dearth of ideas. Imagination, “the very 
coinage of our brain,” has been the main 
casualty of the modern educational 
system. The mania for imparting merely 
factual knowledge has deprived the 
student of the power to use these facts 
when the need arises. 

In my day at the RCA a brilliant staff 
worked with Sir William Rothenstein. 
Men like Mr. Gilbert Spencer, the late 
Mr. Eric Ravilious and Professor Tris- 
tram, and Mr. Horton struggled to raise 
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the standard of the work. Where the 
student had ability they were successful 
and some interesting work was produced. 
People like myself and my contemporaries 
have reason to be grateful to those men 
for their leadership and vision. 
VIOLET MaRTIN [ARCA]. 
Guildford. 


CYRIL FAREY’S DRAWINGS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There can be few engaged in the 

architectural profession or the build- 
ing industry who have not seen and ad- 
mired the drawings of the late Cyril 
Farey. For over 40 years he had exer- 
cised a masterly power in transferring 
architects’ drawings into perspective 
form understandable to the layman, 
assisting the architect and his client and 
so well portraying the architect’s meaning 
and intention. His knowledge of colour 
and its values in reproduction photo- 
graphically was superb. 

The number of perspectives made by 
Cyril Farey must run into thousands, 
which is probably a record unequalled 
with the possible exception of Raffles 
Davison many years ago. Would it be 
possible to organise an exhibition of his 
work at the RIBA, showing not only 
architectural perspectives but some of his 
delightful sketches? 

SYDNEY W. NEWBERY. 

7, Stockwell-terrace, SW9. 


RECONDITIONING GEORGIAN 
HOUSES 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


SIR, — For obvious reasons, the 
Georgian Group gives support to 
the policy of reconditioning Georgian 
houses so that they may give useful 
service for many years to come. And 
we welcome both the action recently 
taken by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government to encourage work of 
this kind, and the reconditioning actually 
carried out by many local authorities. 
Such reconditioning should, however, 
have regard to the architectural character 
of the buildings. It is regrettable to find 
that in the two examples illustrated on 
pages 46 and 47 of your issue of Janu- 
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ary 14, the work done should be open 
to criticism from this angle. 

On page 46 the substitution of very 
commonplace two-paned windows in the 
place of the original six-paned Georgian 
ones has gone far to rob the attractive 
little houses of the charm they once 
possessed. Their appearance, too, is 
scarcely improved by two-colour painting. 
of the windows. The example shown on 
page 47 is less open to criticism, though 
here again there is a hesitant handling 
of fenestration. The substitution of a 
half moon of (what would appear to be) 
painted hardboard in place of glass in 
the fanlight above the door has also a 
most unfortunate effect. 

_ May we hope that, not only in Birm- 
ingham but elsewhere, points of detail 
such as these—which are small in them- 
selves but which make such a big differ- 
ence to the eventual appearance of a 
building—may in future receive more 
sympathetic treatment. 
A. W. Acworth, 
Hon. Acting Secretary, 
The Georgian Group. 
27, Grosvenor-place, SW1. 


SUPPORT FOR THE ABS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—A recent sight of some Architects” 

Benevolent Society case histories led 

me to count the subscribers named in the 

Society’s annual report, and to compare 

their number with that of architects listed 

in the Register; in round figures the re- 
spective totals were 4,000 and 18,000. 

There may be among the 14,000 some 
who would feel inclined, whenever they 
got a new commission, to give a present 
to the ABS, and others who would do the 
same whenever their salary was raised. 
Couldn’t we spare 10s. or a £1 on every 
such lucky day? It would mean a lot 
to our less lucky contemporaries, and 
would lighten the work of the good people 
who manage the ABS. 

This work is done on behalf of the 
whole profession, and should therefore 
be supported by all. Let us all act so 
that in next year’s ABS report the wide 
difference which gave rise to these 
thoughts will have disappeared. 

H. G. C. SPENcELY [FRIBA]. 

18, Seymour-street, W1. 


The first example (reproduced from page 46 of our issue of January 14) of the reconditioning of old terrace housing 
in Birmingham referred to in the letter on “‘ Reconditioning Georgian Houses.” 
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REHABILITATION OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
LCC Experimental Scheme at Southwark 


FRESH approach to the housing 

problem is being tried by London 
County Council. It amounts in principle 
to the combined use—in comprehensively 
planned schemes—of clearance and new 
building on the one hand and conversions 
and improvements on the other. 

The total effect will be to raise the 
standard of living conditions and ameni- 
ties of whole neighbourhoods—preserv- 
ing, modernising and extracting the 
maximum advantage from what is best 
among existing buildings, and creating 
new buildings, open spaces and other 
amenities in place of what must be pulled 
down and replanned. 


FIRST EXPERIMENT 


The area selected by the LCC’s housing 
committee for carrying out their first com- 
bined rehabilitation and redevelopment 
scheme is at Brandon Estate, Southwark. 
The following extract from the report of 
the housing committee, which was sub- 
mitted to the LCC on Tuesday (February 
15), outlines the proposals for Brandon 
Estate. The report states :— 

The council on November 20, 1951, de- 
cided to acquire the Brandon Estate, 
Southwark and Camberwell, and as a first 
step we have approved in principle a 
scheme for the combined rehabilitation 
and redevelopment of the greater part, 
about 35 acres, of this estate. Much 
general repair work, painting and deco- 
ration has been done during the past three 
years on houses which will be retained 
for a considerable time and a substantial 
programme of similar work is proposed 
for 1955. 

The estate lies within a wider residential 
area bounded by Walworth-road and 
Camberwell-road, Camberwell New-road 
and Kennington Park-road, and as it is at 
the centre of this wider area, the re- 
development scheme will be carried out 
with the social needs of the wider area 
in mind. We think that neighbourhood 
feeling could probably be stimulated by 
providing a new shopping centre and 
other social facilities within the Brandon 
Estate itself. 

It consists largely of two-storey houses 
and three-storey houses in fair structural 
condition. There are few shops and no 
Open spaces within the estate except 
Lorrimore-square, a private open space. 
The houses date from the middle to the 
latter part of the nineteenth century; most 
of them have back gardens of reasonable 
size and some have small front gardens. 
The houses have no bathrooms, the sani- 
tary arrangements are inadequate and 
kitchens and fireplaces are antiquated. No 
conversions into self-contained flats have 
been carried out. The existing road pat- 
tern is rectangular; it adequately serves 
the estate and no extensive road works 
will be necessary on redevelopment; some 
closing of minor roads will, however, be 
desirable. 


POINT BLOCKS 


We have in mind the thorough rehabili- 
tation and conversion into flats and 
maisonettes of some of the more sub- 
stantial houses. Further renewals and 
repairs will be required and the aim will 
be to provide dwellings generally capable 


of lasting 30 years or more. Redevelop- 
ment at a high density, possibly with 
I1-storey point blocks, to balance the 
lower density in the rehabilitated area 
will be carried out in the areas of war 
damaged and obsolete houses close to 
new open spaces, and further redevelop- 
ment by way of new small terrace houses 
in the centre of the estate and also flats 
and maisonettes will be planned in order 
to achieve an overall density within the 
estate of 136 persons to the acre. 

Our preliminary examination of the 
problem indicates that it would, for 
example, be possible to provide in the 
redevelopment section 11-storey point 
blocks, three-, four- and six-storey blocks 
of flats and maisonettes, two- and three- 
storey houses, old people’s bungalows, 
shops, garages, a children’s playground 
and a number of small open spaces. A 
scheme such as we have in mind for 
Brandon Estate would enable many more 
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persons to be accommodated than are at 
present living there. 

We propose to consider the application 
of this principle of comprehensive re- 
habilitation and redevelopment to other 
estates already in the ownership of the 
council, and we propose also to look into 
the possibility ‘of acquiring further 
estates which would be suitable for 
rehabilitation. 


The town pensivg committee agree in 
principle with the proposals as regards 
“balanced” densities on combined re- 
habilitation and redevelopment, provided 
that sufficiently large schemes are planned 
and that the proportions of redevelopment 
and rehabilitation are reasonable, and 
concur in the proposal for the preparation 
of a detailed scheme on the lines 
envisaged. 


SHORT-CUT POLICY 


Mr. I. J. Haywarp, Leader of the LCC, 
referred to the proposals for the Brandon 
Estate and other suitable sites at a Press 
conference. 


“In these areas,” he said, “ the new 
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Site plan showing proposed development of Brandon Estate. 
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View of model of the proposed Brandon Estate. 


policy should produce modern homes and 
neighbourhoods more quickly, and more 
economically than the alternative of com- 
piete redevelopment. By proper phasing 
of the work we should be able to re- 
house the people within the neighbour- 
hood, increase the number of separate 
dwellings despite the usual loss on cqn- 
version and modernisation, preserve what 
is best of the traditional character of the 
neighbourhood, and in general make for 
an altogether better environment.” 


One of the features of the Brandon 
Estate will be a new shopping centre 
and the uniform treatment of front 
gardens will be one of the ways in which 
streets of old terrace houses will be made 
more attractive. 


The scheme was prepared under the 
direction of the Architect to the Council, 


Dr. J. L. Martin, FRIBA. Officers taking 
part in the preparation of the scheme in 
the Architect’; Department were: — 

Housing Division.—H. J. Whitfield 
Lewis, ARIBA (Principal Housing Archi- 
tect); M. C. L. Powell, BA, AADip, 
ARIBA (Assistant Housing Architect); 
W. L. Ward, ARIBA (Assistant Senior 
Architect); C. E. Reeve, ARIBA, AMTPI. 

Planning Division—Arthur Ling, BA, 
ARIBA, MTPI (Senior Planning Officer); 
L. W. Lane, ARICS, AMTPI (Assistant 
Senior Planning Officer); E. G. Sibert, 
ARICS, AMTPI; and G. I. Clothier, 
AADip, ARIBA, AMTPI. 

The scheme was prepared in con- 
sultation with the Valuer to the Council, 
Mr. J. E. J. Toole, FRICS, FAI, and the 
Director of Housing, Mr. R. J. Allerton, 
FRICS, AMIMunE, PPIHsg. . 


Typical property scheduled for rehabilitation on the estate. 


ARCUK 
Details of Revised Code of Conduct 


MHE annual report of the Architects’ 

Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom contains some interesting details of 
the principal alterations in the Council’s new 
Code of Conduct (revised to January, 1955, 
and also now issued from 68, Portland- 
place, Wl). The following, states the 
report, are the major changes: 


The prohibition against advertising has 
been enlarged to include any form of 
organised publicity paid for by the archi- 
tect. An architect may solicit publication 
of his work in the professional Press, but 
must not do so by offering to secure adver- 
tisements from contractors as a quid pro 
quo for publication. 


An architect may permit illustrations of 
his work to be published in the general 
Press, but may not solicit it. 

An architect’s name must not be ostenta- 
tiously displayed in an advertisement of a 
commercial firm whose products have been 
included in his specification. 


An architect must, on being approached 
or instructed to proceed with any work 
upon which it is obvious another architect 
has been employed, notify the architect last 
employed. The former provision merely 
required him to do so before accepting 
instructions. 


An architect who is appointed as super- 
intendent in control of the architectural 
business of a firm or company who are 
thereby entitled to the style of “ Archi- 
tects” under Section 17 of the Architects 
(Registration) Act, 1931, must notify the 
Registrar of his appointment, save in the 
case where the architect concerned is 
actually a partner in the firm. 


The text of Examples (i) and (ii) of 
Principle VII which were designed to pro- 
hibit an architect from engaging in specula- 
tive building has been strengthened and 
clarified by definitely prohibiting an archi- 
tect from carrying on trade in land or build- 
ings for profit. 

The name of an architectural consultant 
or salaried adviser may only appear on the 
letter-paper and literature of the firm used 
in connection with his professional services 
and not otherwise. 

If a salaried architect to a contractor is 
employed to design or supervise the erec- 
tion of a building for a customer, the cus- 
tomer must be informed that the architect 
is responsible only to the contractor who 
employs him and is not professionally 
responsible to the customer as his client. 

An official architect who is in a position 
to grant or influence any form of statutory 
approval is warned that he must not under- 
take private work in such circumstances as 
would render him liable to suspicion. 

It is also made clear that salaried archi- 
tects are as equally bound by the provisions 
of the Code as are architects in private 
practice. 

The Council also issues a reminder that 
no architect will be permitted after January 
1, 1956, to act as a house agent or 
auctioneer in any circumstances and that 
the concession made in 1936 to architects 
who were carrying on such undertakings 
before they were registered will be with- 
drawn on that date. 
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Lettering On Buildings 
2.—SOME FURTHER STYLES 
BY JONAH JONES, ARCamA 


le Trajan alphabet is a most service- 

able style, good for most buildings 
and always legible. But variety is often 
required, directly suited to a specific 
need. If the basic and orthodox Roman 
form is kept in mind, there are many 
styles to choose from, each waiting for 
intelligent use. 

For carved inscriptions it is better to 
stick to Roman, though there is one excel- 
lent alternative in ‘‘ Modern ”’ face, which 
was so elegantly used before about 1820 
and then regrettably declined into the 
worst forms of block and grotesque letter. 
The Modern face (so called because it 
was formulated as late as the eighteenth 
century) employs greater emphasis in 
shading, thicker verticals and thinner 
horizontals. The influence of the pen is 
less apparent. Serifs are “slab,’’ occa- 
sionally supported by a geometric quarter- 
circle bracket as in N. Well cut, Modern 
face has great strength and evenness of 
texture, with a good shadow. It is not 
freely drawn like the Trajan, but geome- 
trically drawn. It is bold and assertive, 
well suited to the line of present building 
trends. If the Black letter be taken to 
typify the Gothic in architecture, the 
Modern might be said to represent late 
Georgian and Regency. 

The use of Gothic might be left undis- 
cussed, since it will always poke its way 
into English building, for better or worse. 
It can be dismissed as little more than a 
book face, and only for Teutonic eyes at 
that. In Gutenberg’s famous Bible 
it is admirable. For a twentieth-century 
building there seems no reason at all for 
its choice. 

A style that has found favour recently 
(most notably at the South Bank) is 
‘* Egyptian.” It is a derivation of 
Modern, but without any contrast in 
shading. Indeed, a uniform thickness is 
preserved throughout, even for the slab 
serifs, though in bolder use a thicken- 
ing of verticals is permissible. It is 
essentially a painted, printed or silhouette 
letter, and, though Victorian carvers used 
it, it is clumsy and uninteresting in stone. 
With its uncompromising strength, it is 
perfect for projects where the work of the 
engineer dominates. Hence its suitability 
to the South Bank. In raised lettering, such 


'BODONI 
Boghjkmp 
NBabcefgh 


Fig. 1—A family of ‘‘ modern” face. 
(1) Bodoni modern face ; (2) its ‘‘ lower 
case’’ or minuscule ; (3) its italic: capitals 
and “ lower case.” These specimens are as 
issued by the Monotype Corporation, Ltd. 


.to be deplored. 


as cut-out wooden or metal letters, it is 
most serviceable, showing no weakness at 
any point. It is, as styles go, blasé and 
theatrical (it was most popular in the old 
playbills) and should never be used where 
a quiet dignity is required. 

A most popular style to-day is ‘‘ sans- 
serif,’’ the indiscriminate use of which is 
Its very plainness and 
simplicity are a snare, for sans-serif has 
been used as a sort of safe stand-by, when 
more decorative faces, correctly chosen, 
might have proved better. Sans-serif 
has more negative than positive virtues. 
Certainly it is safe, like cold water rather 
than wine with a good dinner, but unex- 
citing. Its value on railways and the 
London Underground has been unques- 
tionable, though even here one wonders 


‘ROCKWELL 
2S iE ADOW 


Fig. 2 (1) An Egyptian face as used by the 
Monotype Corporation, Lid. This specimen 
is “ condensed’”’ ; each letter is compressed 
to allow more letters in a given space, 
without losing in boldness or legibility. 
(2) An Egyptian “‘ blocked”’ letter as used 
by the Monotype Corporation, Ltd. By 
comparison, this letter is not “‘ condensed,”’ 
and six letters require the space of eight. 


whether an Egyptian might not have been 
more characteristic of such engineering 
masterpieces as locomotives and stations. 
The chief virtue of sans-serif is its absolute 
legibility, for it is an unembellished Trajan 
form, the skeleton as it were. Its plain 
and dignified statement is immediately 
legible to the poorest vision. 

On the grounds of sheer unpleasant- 
ness, block lettering is to be discouraged. 
It owes its universal use to its ease of 
manipulation and, therefore, to its cheap- 
ness. It has been the downfall of the 
‘* monumental ’’ trade, and is more than 
a threat to signwriting. The uniformity of 
the letters makes spacing elementary but 
uninspiring. The thick, straight strokes 
(even the round letters are made to con- 
form by squaring them up) lack grace and 
dignity and can claim no more than sans- 
serif in utility. 

For fancy display in shop facias and 
so on, “ blocked ”’ lettering, either simu- 
lated in paint or actually in the solid, can 
proclaim a message as forcibly as any 
client could wish. By and large, the faces 
discussed here will be found at the core 


of most of the fancy display letters. The _ FRIBA 


pure Roman, Modern, sans-serif and 
even certain scripts can all be blocked to 
good effect and only block lettering should 
be discouraged for reasons already men- 
tioned. 

A painted sign or fascia should be en- 
trusted to a craftsman well versed in letter 





February 18 1955 


forms when an original and imaginative 
layout is required. ‘There are tiny de- 
partures from orthodoxy in the shape of 
a serif, a bracket or general proportion 
which a knowing artist like Percy Smith 
or Eric Gill could employ in making an 
original and exclusive face for some 
specific use. 


' GILL SANS 
2 ABCDEFGH 


3. BOLD CONDENSED 
+ALPHABET QRS 


Fig. 3.—The Gill Sans family. (1) Ordin- 

ary capitals ; (2) the italic or “ sloped” ; ‘ 

(3) bold and condensed, for use in a res- 

stricted space ; (4) “shadow” and “‘blocked.”’ 

Note—The shadow of a blocked letter 

should appear to right and below the letter, 
to simulate a top left light. 


The variety of cut-out letters now pro- 
duced in wood, plastics or polished metal is 
extensive and it is only a matter of choosing 
the right face. Blocked lettering, so be- 
loved of the Victorians, was exorcised as the 
devil by the purists of the 1920’s. They 
were quite justified, for the faces pro- 
duced by the Victorians had reached such 
an incredible shape as to be quite illegible. 
The present fashion in fancy faces would 
have been heresy in the 1920’s, yet seems 
to us a blessed release from inhibition. 

Letterers like Edward Johnston and 
Eric Gill found it necessary to remind us 
of the sources of our alphabet. That they, 
among others of their generation, did so 
is one of the reasons why lettering on 
buildings to-day is so much more legible 
and beautiful than it was 50 years ago. 
Most certainly the present choice is better, 
the merely novel having gone by the board. 

Nevertheless, it is lamentably true to- 
day- that lettering on buildings lags behind 
book types. It cannot be stressed too 
often that effect and fashion in lettering 
must be rooted in orthodoxy and tradi- 
tion to have any intrinsic merit. 


(Concluded: an earlier article appeared 
in our issue of Fanuary 28.) 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


ANKARA DEVELOPMENT PLAN. —International compe- 
tition for improvement of existing development plan 
of Ankara, capital of Turkey, and proposals for 
future needs. (Competitors must visit Ankara for 
15 days’ research.) Prizes: £130,000, £124,000, 
£T15,000, and five prizes of £15,000. .Promoted by 
Directorate of Development, Government of Turkey. 
Assessors: Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
FRIBA, and Turkish Government officials. Condi- 
tions from the Turkish Embassy, 43, Belgrave-square, 
SW1. Deposit: Equivalent to 100 Turkish liras (lira 
worth about 2s.). Closing date: March 10, 1955. 
September 17, 1954. 


NaTIONAL EISTEDDFOoD GOLD MEDAL FOR ARCHI- 
TECTURE.—To architect of post-war building or group 
of buildings which has made real contribution to the 
architecture of the Principality. Promoted by Roya! 
National Eisteddfod, Pwllheli. Adjudicators: Mr. 
Lewis John, MA, FRIBA; Dr. T. Alwyn Lloyd, 
h P-PTPI. Closing date: May 1, 1955. 
August 27, 1954. 

NaTIONAL EISTEDDFOD PRIZES IN ARCHITECTURE.— 
(1): Health Centre for Pwilheli (Prize £50); (2) Re 

development of any Caernarvonshire village (£30); 
(3) (for Juniors) Library for Pwellheli (£20). Not pro- 
posed projects be carried out. fom 
Getieral-Secretary, Eisteddfod Office, Pwitheli. Adjudi- 
cators as for Gold Medal Award. August 27, 1954. 


*'».he date in italics refers to the issue of The 
~*Builder in which fuller details were published. 
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HE superficial area of this 

bungalow is 1,100 sq. ft. The 
walls are of 10-in. concrete block 
cavity walling and are rendered 
externally with ‘Tyrolean finish. 
The roof is covered with concrete 
tiles and the floors to all rooms 
except bedrooms are Accotile. Bed- 
room floors are open joist and 
boarded. 

Central heating is provided 
throughout by means of an Agamatic 
boiler in the kitchen. 

The bungalow was built during 
1953, the contract price being 
£2555. 

The central heating system was 
carried out by Hooper & Sons, 
of Truro. 


Front elevation. 
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DESIGN PLACED FIRST: By SIR JOHN BURNET, TAIT & PARTNERS. 


Competition for Offices on the Gaiety Site, Aldwych 


FOR THE ENGLISH ELECTRIC CoO., LTD. 


Assessors 


SIR PERCY THOMAS, OBE, P-PRIBA, & #¥. MURRAY EASTON, FRIBA 


IR Percy THomaAas and Mr. J. 
Murray EAsToNn on Wednesday, made 
known their award in the limited competi- 
tion for offices for the English Electric 
Company, Ltd., on the site of the Gaiety 
Theatre, Strand and Aldwych, WC2. 
Nine firms of architects were invited to 
submit designs, each to receive an 
honorarium of £750. The design sub- 
mitted by Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners, 10, Bedford-square, WC1, has 
been placed first. 

The other competitors were: David 
du R. Aberdeen, BA(Arch) (Lond.), 
FRIBA, AMTPI (Design No. 9); Adams, 
Holden and Pearson, FF.RIBA (No. 6); 
Farmer and Dark, FF.RIBA (No. 7); 
Farquharson and McMorran, FF.RIBA 
(No. 4); Michael Rosenauer, FRIBA 
(No. 5); Louis de Soissons, OBE, RA, 
SADG, FRIBA, MTPI (No. 1); Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA 
(No. 8); and Yorke, Rosenberg and 
Mardall, FF./ARIBA (No. 2). 

The designs are now on exhibition at 
Marconi House, Strand. 


The Assessors’ Report 


WE HAVE EXAMINED the nine designs 
which have been submitted. The shape 
of the relatively small site, and the highly 
personal and _ vigorous architectural 
character of Marconi House presented 
the competitors with a difficult problem, 
further complicated by the fact that the 
open space which the new building will 
ultimately abut is not likely to be created 
for some considerable time. Full integra- 
tion of the new with the existing building 
and the provision of as large an addition 
to its floor area as possible were major 
practical considerations, which, added to 
those first mentioned, called for great 
skill in planning and design. 

The designs submitted are, broadly, 
of two types, a peripheral development 
round an internal courtyard, or a spine 
block extending from Marconi House to 
the apex of the site. Of the variations from 
these types, one made use of an immense 
cylindrical structure placed at the apex 
of the site. Only one competitor attempted 


a wall-with-windows elevational treatment: 
each of the others made use of a visibly 
expressed framework or a curtain wall. 
Some of the designs achieved dramatic 
effects, and some ingenious and rather odd 
pieces of planning resulted from the 
problem of how to deal with the under- 
ground garage. With one or two excep- 
tions the designs are severe to the point 
of dryness. 

After careful consideration of all the 
designs we conclude that the rectangular 
block on the axis provides the most satis- 
factory solution to the problem—it avoids 
the drawbacks of an internal courtyard 
and long communicating corridors, and 
the setting back of the central block must 
reduce the noise of traffic in the offices. 
In addition very little alterations to the 
appearance of Marconi House are entailed. 

We make our award in favour of Design 
No. 3 [Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners]. 
This design adopts the principle of the 
spine development, with the addition of 
a five-storey block at the apex of the site, 
the main block having nine storeys above 
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COMPETITION FOR OFFICES ON THE GAIETY SITE, ALDWYCH : DESIGN PLACED FIRST 


the ground floor. In form and mass it is 
simple and impressive. The plan is a 
very good one. On the ground floor a 
large entrance hall, approached either by 
foot from the Strand, or by car from Ald- 
wych, links up directly with the existing 
entrance hall in Marconi House and the 
two new lifts, being adjacent to those in 
the existing building, become part of 
a well placed vertical circulation. A 
central toilet and cloakroom unit is 


formed in the existing building in a 
space which w ld otherwise have been 
inadequately lighted ; allowance for this 
loss of office space is made in computing 
the total nett office accommodation pro- 
vided. Exhibition space is provided at 
the apex of the ground floor and all the 
offices are well lighted and suitable for 
dividing up by movable partitions. 

The nett new office floor area provided 
in this scheme (excluding entrance hall 


and exhibition space) is 38,694 sq. ft., and 
the estimated cost £387,000. 

No. 6 [Apams, HOLDEN AND PEARSON] 
we consider to be the best of the schemes 
in which the offices are placed round an 
internal courtyard, and granted the limita- 
tions of this type of plan, the circulation 
and the arrangement of the offices gener- 
ally are clear and logical. But there are 
two main vertical circulations instead of 

(Continued on page 296.) 
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By LOUIS deSOISSONS OBE, RA, SADG, FRIBA, MTPI. By FARQUHARSON & McMORRAN, FF.RIBA. 
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APEX ELEVATION 





By YORKE, ROSENBERG & MARDALL, FF.!ARIBA. By MICHAEL ROSENAUER, FRIBA. 
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TREN CA TF EO APEX ENGLISH ELECTRIC COMPANY - NEW OFFICES 


By ADAMS, HOLDEN & PEARSON, FF.RIBA. By BASIL SPENCE, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA. 





By FARMER & DARK, FF.RIBA. By DAVID du R. ABERDEEN, BA(Arch)(Lond), FRIBA, AMTPI. 


COMPETITION FOR OFFICES ON THE GAIETY SITE, ALDWYCH 
ELEVATIONS OF UNPLACED DESIGNS 
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one and communication with the existing 
building at ground-floor level is by way of 
the present display room on the Strand. 
The authors of this scheme have obviously 
attached great importance to the integra- 
tion of the elevations of new and old. This 
they have tried to do by modifying the 
mansard roof of Marconi House and 
carrying the lines of the top two storeys of 
the new building across the old: the result- 
ing silhouette is calm, but the two build- 
ings do not combine. The scheme provides 
a nett floor area of 36,037 sq. ft. and the 
estimated cost is £409,400. 

No. 8 [BastL Spence]. This design 
combines a high office block with offices 
partly on the perimeter and an internal 
courtyard. The main entrance is at the 
apex, and the only communication (with 
the existing building) is as in No. 6. The 
nett office floor space (29,737 sq. ft.) is 
considerably less than No. 3 and No. 6 
provide, but the design is an interesting 
one and presents a most dramatic elevation 
to the future square. 


Winners’ Report 


FOLLOWING are extracts from the report 
of the winners (Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners): Various solutions, including the 
obvious one of continuing the facade of 
Marconi House along the perimeter of the 
Gaiety site were studied. The resultant court- 
yard, however, with its poor lighting, deficient 
floor space, and lengthy communications and 
multiplication of escape stairs led to the plan 
now presented. The planning arrangements 
of Marconi House suggested connecting the 
new block at a point where full use could be 
made of the existing lifts and stairs. . 
With the vertical and horizontal communica- 
tions between the two buildings radiating 
from one central position, the opportunity 
has been taken of forming a central toilet 
and cloakroom unit adjoining the lift lobby 
to serve the whole of each floor. 

The lower building at the South-West 
end is designed to provide a terminal facade 
to the proposed new Roundabout. By 
keeping it at the same height as the same 
cornice of Marconi House, it will ensure a 
measure of architectural continuity... . 
The drive in for cars from Aldwych is spacious 
enough for short term parking, and this, 
combined with the garage, permits the 
parking of upwards of 37 cars. 

The approximate cost of the building is 
£387,000, 7s. 3d. per ft. cube being allowed 
with a further £17,000 for alteration to the 
basement for boiler room and alterations to 
Marconi House. ‘The structure will be 
steel-framed (with columns at 16 ft. centres), 
faced with Portland stone. Panels below 
windows on the South-West elevation will be 
thin granite slabs. Windows are of anodised 
aluminium, double-glazed, and spaced at 
5 ft. 4in. centres with 2in. mullions, to 
receive partitions. Heating will be by two 
heating boilers, economic type oil fired, of 
about 4 million BTU each. Heating by 
radiators served from pipes run in the beam 
depth between the columns. 


PRA ELECTED TO ATHENAEUM 


ProFgssor A. E. RICHARDSON, Presi- 
dent of the Royal Academy, has been 
elected a member of the Athenaeum 
under the provisions of rule 2, which em- 
powers the annual election by the com- 
mittee of a certain number of persons of 
distinguished eminence in science, litera- 
ture, or the arts, or for their public 
services. 
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RIVER POLICE STATION 
AT THE GROVE, BRISTOL 


City Architect 
Jj. NELSON MEREDITH, FRIBA 


T= busy dockland area in the middle 

of Bristol is constantly patrolled by 
the river police (a branch of the City 
Police). The present quarters on the 
Prince Street Bridge pontoon have become 
inadequate in every way. 


The new station here illustrated is sited 
on the north quay of the floating harbour, 
close to the commercial quarter of Queen- 
square. An old ferry slipway provides the 
nucleus of the scheme, as it is capable of 
extension to form the new dock. The 
building straddles this dock so that 
covered accommodation is provided for 
two 25-ft. launches and enables minor 
repairs to be carried out under shelter on a 
new slipway alongside the repair work- 
shop. Off the workshop are stores for 
marine fuel and tools, and a room provided 
for the charging of batteries. 


The main feature of the building itself 
is the curved parade room block with the 
mess and recreation room over. The 
parade room, where the River Police are 
mustered, and the mess room, are both 
adequate for those occasions when the 
presence of a larger body of men is 
required. An artificial respiration room is 
provided to deal with people rescued from 
drowning—a frequent task of the river 
police. 

The office accommodation is mainly 
situated on the first floor, approached by a 
short staircase from the entrance hall. A 
public office with an inquiry desk, a 
sergeant’s room, a report writing room, 
and a further office are provided at quay 
level. A detention room for temporary 
detention only leads off the public office. 


Before any work on the dock and slipway 
could begin, a sheet pile dam had to be 
constructed across the mouth of the old 
slipway. The dock bottom, 6 ft. below 
the mean water level of the harbour, and 
the slipway are of reinforced concrete 
construction, and the new quay walls are 
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of squared pennant stone to match the 
existing quay walls. 


The construction of the building above 
foundation level is mainly orthodox with 
load-bearing brickwork supporting rein- 
forced concrete floor and roof slabs, but, 
owing to the poor nature of the subsoil 
and the presence of underground culverts, 
the whole building sits on ground beams. 


Externally, sandfaced facing bricks have 
been used with panels of lighter coloured 
bricks. The standard metal windows have 
reconstructed stone heads and cills, and 
internally the entrance lobby and staircase 
hall have fair-faced brickwork walls, but 
elsewhere the walls are plastered and 
painted. The floor finish to the offices 
is linoleum, and in the other rooms 
and workshops granolithic paving and 
coloured asphalt floors. A. solid-fuel 
boiler with flush panel radiators in all 
rooms provides the heating. 


Others concerned with the scheme were: 
principal assistant architect, Mr. A. R. 
Mackness, ARIBA; assistant architect, 
Mr. G. P. Treglown, ARIBA; quantity 
surveyor, Mr. C. G. Radnedge, FIAS; 
and clerk of works, Mr. G. R. Lane. 


The general contractors are Richard 
Costain, Ltd., and following is a list of 
other firms associated with the contract: 


Civil engineering for dock slipway, Nott Brodie and 
Co., Ltd.; bricks, London Brick Co., Ltd.; recon- 
structed stone, Mendip Stone and Concrete Co., Ltd.; 
metal windows, Rowe Bros. and Co., Ltd.; asphalt 
and felt roofing, Western Asphalte and Tar Paving 
Co., Ltd.; heating, Bristol Heating and Engineering 
Co., Ltd.; electrical work, Central Electrical (Bristol), 
Ltd.; reinforcement, Square Grip Reinforcement, 
Ltd.; dome-lights, T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings, Iron and Marble Co., Ltd. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


By W. B. 
Green and 


BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 
McKay. (London: Longmans, 
Co.) Price 45s. 


THE BUILDING OF ANCIENT EGypT. By 
Helen and Richard Leacroft. (Middx.: 
Penguin Books.) Price 2s. 6d. 


Woopwors, ITS BIOLOGY AND EXTERMINA- 
TION. By Norman E. Hickin. (Distributed 
by Simpkin Marshall.) Price 10s. 6d. 


RENT CONTROL, 2ND Ep. By Dennis 
Lloyd and John Montgomerie. (London: 
Butterworth and Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) 
Price 37s. 6d. 
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News of the Week 


TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 
"THE 29th annual spring meeting of the 

Town Planning Institute will be held 
at Harrogate on May 5 and 6 inclusive, 
under the chairmanship of the president, 
Mr. Ernest H. Doubleday, OBE, FRICS. 
The meeting will be followed on May 7 
and 8 by the annual mons of the north 
of England division of the Institute. 

The following papers will be read dur- 
ing the meeting: “ The Future of Spa and 
Resort Towns,” by Sir William Holford, 
P-PTPI, FRIBA; “Urban Redevelop- 
ment from the Private Owner’s Point of 
View,” by Mr. Cecil Clutton, MTPI, 
FRICS; “ Urban Redevelopment from the 
Local Authorities’ Point of View,” by 
Mr. Rowland Nicholas, CBE, MTPI, 
MICE; ‘and “Development Control— 
Legal and Administrative Aspects,” by 
Mr, H. Heathcote-Williams, , LMTPI. 


ROMAN WALL DISCOVERY 

BUILDING work on a site in Coney- 
street, York, the city’s. busiest shopping 
centre, has uncovered an old Roman wall 
which was found to be three walls in one. 
Archezologists were surprised to find its 
different sections so well preserved. They 
found rotting pieces of wood which the 
Romans may have used to strengthen the 
clay rampart and wooden palisades which 
kept attackers at bay during the first 
century. 

A bed of clay bears imprints of wooden 
supports showing where the defences 
were rebuilt, and nearby lies the massive 
5 ft. wide structure of the main fourth- 
century stone wall. The trench illustrates 
one just how long the Romans were in 
York. ‘ 


RIPON CATHEDRAL 

REPAIRS and renovations to Ripon 
Cathedral are to be far more extensive 
than was originally expected. Work is 
only just starting on a plan to déal with 
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a crack that aroused fears for the south- 
east part of the building, but already the 
Cathedral Chapter fs planning a major 
scheme of fabric renovation which will 
probably take 10 years to complete. 

- It. will involve the spending of a very 
considerable sum of money. The total 
cost has not been worked out yet, Once 
it is known, a county-wide appeal for help 
will be launched. It has been known for 
some time that subsidence had caused 
part of the south-east side of the cathedral 
to drop by five inches. The visible result 
is a large fissure in the wall of the build- 
ing which houses the Cathedral’s valuable 
library and in the wall of the vestry below. 


RICS ANNUAL DINNER 


Tue annual dinner of the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors will be 
held at Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W1, 
on March 1. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. W. R. H. Garpner, FRIBA, announces that 
he has taken into partnership Mr. GeorGce LEsLiz 
Date, ARIBA. The practice will be continued at 
8, Cecil-square, Margate, under the style of Messrs. 
W. R: H. Garpner & DALE. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, February 17, 1855. 


Motive Power sy Execrriciry.—Mr. 
G. E. Dering, of Lockley, Herts, has 
taken out a patent for obtaining motive 
power from electricity. The arrange- 
ment consists of a flat surface, composed 
of a series of electro-magnets, on which 
is made to rock or roll, by their galvanic 
action, a cylinder which either itself con- 
stitutes a keeper or armature for all the 
magnets, or carries, or has suspended to 
it, a number of armatures corresponding 
with the electro-magnets. The object of 
this arrangement is, that by a succession 
of small pulls one long stroke may be ob- 
tained, and thus the full: power of every 
magnet secured without the loss hitherto 
sustained in most arrangements for pro- 
ducing electro-motive power. 





me 
oe “8%: 


SCHOOL, OFFENBACH-TEMPELSEE. This school, designed by A. Bayer, 
is one illustrated in the RIBA Exhibition of German Architecture, which opens on 
Thursday next, February 24. 


PROGRESS ON NEW TOWNS 
Peterlee’s First Factory 


PEAKING at a luncheon in West Hartle- 
pool on February 11 to celebrate the 
opening of Peterlee New Town’s first fac- 
tery, Mr. Witt1AM Decpes, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, described the event as 
a sign that the New Towns were steadily 
passing from childhood to adolescence. 
The new enterprise, a spinning factory, he 
described as a major <ontribution to the 
nation’s ability to produce high-class goods 
efficiently. 

Referring to the progress of the 12 New 
Towns in England and Wales, Mr. Deedes 
said that, not surprisingly, early growth was 
slow. But to-day there were nearly 28,000 
homes in them, and 90,000 people in those 
homes. 32,000 would join them this year 
and thereafter perhaps 40,000 a year. 

“ Industrially too, the New Towns set off 
to a slow start,” he said, “ but the flow is 
widening. and to-day we have 131 new 
factories employing 18,000 people in the 
eight New Towns designed to take the load 
off.London. And 68 more which will employ 
11,600 are being built.” 

There had been criticism, said Mr. 
Deedes, about the lack of community build- 
ings. We must be very careful in this field 
of human endeavour not to become too 
State minded.. “Let there be halls and 
community buildings and so on,” he said. 
“But let us hear a little less about the 
need to ‘create a communal spirit,’ and let 
us not regard the Corporations as universal 
providers. A vast amount must remain for 
individuals to do and you can safely rely 
on their social instinct to do it.” 


BUILDING PROSPECTS 
“ Enough Work for 50 Years” 
Mr. Harvey Frost, OBE, president 


‘NFBTE, speaking at a meeting of the Council 


of the London Master Builders’ Association 
in London on February 10, said: 

“‘I am convinced that if parents and 
schoolmasters were aware of the variety and 
scope offered by a career in building to-day 
they would not hesitate to advise the younger 
generation to join our ranks. We have 
enough work before us to keep the industry 
fully occupied for the next 50 years, but now 
is the time to start training young men for 
that work. 

“ Systems of articled pupilship, such as 
that which the London Master Builders’ 
Association propose to inaugurate shortly 
indicate the genuine desire of building em- 
ployers not only to attract young men of the 
right calibre but to give them also a thorough 
training in whichever branch of the industry 
they choose. The days of ‘rule of thumb’ 
methods in building have gone and the em- 
phasis is now on the scientific approach 
and the great technical developments ‘of 
recent years. The industry -therefore wants 
the best types of young men to come forward 
and train for the responsible senior jobs 
that even now are waiting to be filled.” 


ROWLEY REGIS HOUSING 

It is reported that Rowley Regis Town 
Council is to build houses for sale—possibly 
up to £400 cheaper than those put up by 
private builders. Houses for sale will be 
included in all the Council’s new estates. 
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POST-WAR RECONSTRUC- 
TION IN ITALY 


Findings of Recent Visit Described at 
AA Meeting 


OW rapidly war damage is being 

remedied in Italy was shown at a 
meeting of the Architectural Association 
held at 36, Bedford-square, WC1, on 
February 2. Mr. Bryan Westwood, 
ARIBA, showed by lantern slides what 
was being done, explaining and comment- 
ing. on the- slides. His remarks were 
supplemented by those of Mr. Joseph 
Emberton, FRIBA, and Mr. Felix 
Samuely, a civil and structural engineer. 


Mr. PETER SHEPHEARD, the president, 
opened the proceedings by introducing 
the speakers to the audience and saying 
that the meeting was the result of a 
mammoth trip through Italy organised 
and guided by the Reinforced Concrete 
Association. 

Mr. BRYAN WESTWOOD said the party 
had been in Italy only ten days. During 
that period they had got up at half past 
six-in the morning and had not gone to 
bed again before one o’clock the next 
day. Italy had a very big building 
programme. In housing there was the 
effect of delay during the war years, and 
there was a further demand because of 
movement of population. Bridges and 
other structures destroyed during the war 
had to be rebuilt. Also, the rich were 
not forbidden to build, and in fact luxury 
flats were being built at the same time as 
austerity housing.. Architects were busy. 
An architect’s daughter had told him that 
she went occasionally to a party in 
Venice where the guests ate off gold 
plates which, at the end of the meal, were 
tossed out into the canal! 

In Italy, after centuries of artistic tradi- 
tion, the ordinary general people were 
far more conscious of art in all its mani- 
festations than was the population here. 
The nearest approach to a Georgian prob- 
lem was the reconstruction of Florence 
around the Ponte Vecchio. In housing the 
Italians had concentrated on providing 
minimum shelter, leaving the tenants to 
do the rest. Here such a policy would 
be disastrous, but it was possible in Italy 
because of the mildness of the climate. 


PUBLIC SUPPORT 


In building, as soon as a man in Italy 
had any money he was prepared to build. 
Even in the Dolomites a man building 
a refugio would have it designed by a 
first-class architect. In populous centres 
the building owner would have concealed 
lighting and other modern improvements 
installed. The architect who designed 
something daring had the public behind 
him. 

Mr. JosEpH EMBERTON, commenting 
on one of the slides, said that his first 
view of Milan was from the top of a 30- 
storey building, and he had _ been 
impressed by seeing the slender new 
buildings rising over older buildings and 
expressing a new age. Italian flats and 
hotels were delightful pieces of modern 
architecture, showing that there was 
absolute freedom for the architect to do 
his best with all he knew. These tall 
buildings growing through the lower ones 
built previously expressed history. - The 
contrast with this country was interesting. 


In Milan the object was to get the maxi- 
mum floor space on the minimum site, 
but here we had sites formed by the 
intersection of medieval streets, and 
town planning laying down that build- 
ings should not be more than a certain 
height. The result was building in shape- 
less blocks, uneconomic to construct, 
because, for economy, design must be to 
the shape in which mechanisation could 
be used. 


“FEELING OF SERENITY ” 


Mr. WESTWOOD, commenting on some 
office buildings, said that on going home 
and looking at photographs of these 
buildings, he had asked what was there 
good about them? But buildings such 
as these rose up from noisy, dusty and 
brilliantly sunlit streets. Going up into 
the blue sky and finished with concrete, 
marble or aluminium, they gave a feeling 
of serenity to anyone who looked up. 
You wanted something to give a tranquil 
effect without being dull. The pleasing 
effect was due to restraint and the use 
of interesting materials. 

Showing other slides, Mr. Westwood 
said that in Italy marble was cheap. 
Working-class houses without fireplaces 
might have draining-boards of marble. 
Italians were willing to spend lavishly on 
hotels, office buildings, etc. In a first- 
class hotel even the shaving mirror was 
heated so that it did not steam over in 
use. Referring again to the Ponte 


. Vecchio he said the Germans had left 


the bridge, but had cleared the whole 
surrounding neighbourhood. In their re- 
building the Italians were trying to com- 
promise between old and new, and he 
found the result disappointing. 

He showed an exhibition hall. From 
the outside he said there did not seem to 
be anything remarkable, but going in they 
saw why it appealed to architects and 
engineers. 

Mr. FeLix SAMUELY said his feeling 
about this building was that the trip had 
been worth while even if they had seen 
nothing else. It was certainly the best 
building of its kind that had been built 
during the last 20 years. Every bit of 
construction just fitted in and.there was 
nowhere too much of it. The building was 
as inspiring as a cathedral. Viewing it 
was a colossal pleasure. 

Mr. WEstwoop ‘said that colossal 
pleasure was exactly his feeling. The 
erection of this building, from start to 
finish, had taken about nine months, and 
this was an example of the speed with 
which work was being done. Italy had 
tremendous housing schemes, other build- 
ings, bridges, electrification, etc., to carry 
out; and everything was going at a great 
pace. In housing, people were taken out 
of the congested areas of ancient cities 
and put into brand new neighbourhoods. 
The buildings were in high blocks. 

Mr. EMBERTON said that a few of the 
buildings that had been up some years 
already looked shabby. 


HOUSING POLICY 


Mr. WEstTWwoop said the buildings were 
solidly constructed, but with weak mor- 
tar; and they were stuccoed everywhere. 
Very little wood was used in construction 
for floors or anything else. Floors were 
solid and ingeniously constructed. The 
guiding principle in housing was to pro- 
vide shelter for the many rather than 





comfortable houses for a few. Progress 
in building Was rapid. Italians: used -a lot 
of mechanical equipment. Wages were 
low. The policy was to employ a ‘large 
number of people. As to finance, every- 
one in employment had to contribute to- 
wards providing the buildings. 

Showing a slide illustrative of a scheme 
on the outskirts of Bologna, Mr. West- 
wood said that on such sites a great num- 
ber of architects were employed, and 
those architects were expected to do their 
best and be as diverse as possible. The 
housing schemes were austere but had 
great charm. 

Mr. EMBERTON Said the party had neve1 

seen any semi-detached houses. The 
effects produced were more interesting 
than those produced here. 
’ Mr. WESTWOOD said that some of the 
balconies to these blocks of flats were 
small, and the interiors of the flats were 
bare. There was little plumbing or any. 
thing else. Occupants had to provide 
interior fittings. Up to six storeys, struc- 
tures were without lifts. 


LUXURY FLATS 


Further slides showed luxury flats. 
These had swimming baths, garages and 
so on. 

A question about rent coming from the 
audience, Mr. Westwood said the luxury 
flats were not let, but sold. It was a case 
of freehold within a building. All the 
flats were sold before the block was com- 
pleted. Those he had shown were on 
the outskirts of Rome but within 10 
minutes’ drive of Saint Peter’s. 

THE PRESIDENT said that the year be- 
fore last he had spent three weeks tour- 
ing Italy. One thing that had strongly 
impressed him then was that an effort 
had been made to provide gardens. Space 
was provided for these between flats, but 
it had remained empty outside space. 

Mr. WEstTwoop said that gardens had 
a low priority. 

In reply to a question about the bare- 
ness of the interior of working-class flats, 
he said the Italians concentrated on 
different things than we. They did not 
spend on electric light fittings and so on, 
but they provided balconies and the 
people used them. 

THE PRESIDENT thanked Mr. West- 
wood, Mr. Emberton and Mr. Samuely 
and closed the meeting. 


CEILING HEIGHT BELOW 
MINIMUM 


Builder Fined for Contravening By-law 


For contravening a local council build- 
ing by-law which says that the height of 
rooms must be not less than 7 ft. 6 in., 
Peter C. Hogarth, of 34, Meadow-road, 
Albrighton, trading as Hogarth Bros., 
builders, was fined £5, with £5 5s. costs, at 
Shifnal recently. Hogarth pleaded guilty 
by letter. 

Mr. W. Lloyd, prosecuting, said Hogarth 
built a house at Ryton where a council 
official found that rooms were 7 ft. 2 in. 
high. Although the error was pointed out 
nothing was done by the builder. On 
October 30, Hogarth wrote admitting the 
error and saying. that it would cost about 
£200 to remedy, and that it had arisen 
through difficulties in supervision. 






















j-cts, 



























956-! 
capita 
difficu 
expen 
but it 
and £ 
coveré 
funds. 
hospit 
from 
could 
be 



















He 
immec 
discus: 
before 
be set 
to bri 
. first 
V ilue { 
almost 
lhey 
the fir 
Cumbe 
Swindc 
Hospit 
hospita 
tension 
Newca 
and in 
at the 
the L 
Lewish 
i new 
balhan 
boroug 
expend 
curing 
tural d 

The 
hich 
clusion 
ions t 















































































V 


y-law 


build- 
tht of 
6 in., 
-road, 
Bros., 
sts, at 
guilty 


ogarth 
ouncil 
2. AR: 

2d out 
On 

ig the 
about 
arisea 


February 18 1955 


IN PARLIAMENT 


New Hospitals 


AN outline of the Government’s plans for 
* increasing the rate of hospital building, 
tc include the start on several new hospitals, 
ii England, Wales and Scotland was given 
tu the House of Commons on February 9 
by Mr. Iain Macleod, Minister of Health, 
end Commander T. D. Galbraith, Under 
S-cretary, Scottish Office. 

Mr. MACLEOD said that it was proposed, 
sibject to the voting by Parliament of the 
necessary funds, that the building pro- 
g:amme should be expanded by the start- 
i: g of a number of new major building pro- 
j.cts, including new hospitals, and by a 
s»ecial allocation of money for a plant re- 
;!acement and redeployment programme. 

He would notify hospitals boards now of 
the amount of work it would be feasible to 
uadertake under both headings in 1956-57 
und 1957-58. It was not thought that any 
sgnificant increase in capital expenditure 
cn major schemes could be achieved in the 
1955-56 programme, which remained un- 
uitered. 

It was proposed in 1956-57 and 1957-58 
ty start major new building projects to a 
total value of £7,500,000 and £10,000,000 
‘espectively. For plant replacement pro- 
xamme £2,000,000 would be available in 
the first of those years and £4,000,000 in 
the second. Apart from those amounts, 


there would be £9,000,000 available in. 


956-57 and £10,000,000 in 1957-58 for 
capital expenditure on other works. It was 
difficult to be precise about the total annual 
expenditure involved in those two years, 
but it was expected to be about £13,000,000 
und £18,000,000 respectively. Those figures 
covered only work financed from Exchequer 
funds. He hoped that a fair amount of 
hospital building work would be financed 
from other sources during this. period, but 


could_not give an estimate. of what it would 
be. 


MAJOR PROJECTS 


He was communicating those proposals 
immediately to hospital boards and full 
discussion with them would be necessary 
before all projects to be undertaken could 
be settled. Boards had already been asked 
‘o bring to completion the planning of 
i first batch of major projects, to a total 
value of about £7,000,000, and those would 
ulmost certainly be among those started. 
They included new general hospitals, or 
the first stages thereof, for Welwyn, West 
Cumberland, West Cornwall, Harlow and 
Swindon; the development of the Glangwili 
Hospital, Carmarthen; a new mental 
hospital near Wolverhampton; major ex- 
tensions at mental deficiency hospitals in the 
Newcastle, Sheffield and Liverpool Regions 
and in Wales; new outpatient departments 
at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle, 
the Leeds General Infirmary and_ the 
Lewisham and North Middlesex Hospitals; 

new block at St. James’s Hospital, 
Ealham; and major extensions to the Peter- 
borough Memorial Hospital. Considerable 
expenditure was also likely to be needed 
curing the period for making good struc- 
tural defects at Manchester Royal Infirmary. 

There would also be many other projects 
hich would need to be considered for in- 
clusion, in the light of the further discus- 
ions to be held. with hospital boards and 
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the progress made with their preparation, 
and obviously he could not give any firm 
list of these at this stage. Examples of the 
type of project he had in mind to start 
within the next few years were the new 
Cardiff teaching hospital, the rebuilding of 
Charing Cross Hospital at Harrow, a new 
ward block at Guy’s Hospital, new general 
hospitals at Slough, Boston in Lincolnshire, 
Coventry and Sheffield and new mental 
hospitals in Lancashire and Yorkshire, but 
he could not yet say which of these would 
be started in 1956-57 and 1957-58. 


There was much to be done and much 
would remain to be done. The Govern- 
ment believed that these outline proposals 
represented what could reasonably be 
achieved over this period, and represented 
the first programme of new hospital build- 
ing in this country since before the war. 


SCOTTISH SCHEMES 


Cpr. GALBRAITH said that the total pro- 
vision for hospital building in Scotland 
would be increased from its present level 
of £1,900,000 this year and next, to 
£2,200,000 in 1956-57 and to £2,500,000 in 
1957-58. Of the additional funds thus made 
available, £50,000 in 1956-7 and £150,000 
in 1957-8 would be used to supplement the 
present special programme of plant renewal, 
on which £800,000 altogether would be 
spent in the three years from 1955-56 to 
1957-58. The balance would be used to 
increase the number of major - building 
schemes undertaken, and he expected that 
it would be possible to put in hand schemes 
to a total value of £3,000,000 during those 
three years. 

In 1955-56 at start would be made on a 
new maternity hospital at Bellshill; Lanark- 
shire, a new surgical block at Kirkcaldy, and 
the reconstruction of a mental hospital in 
Dundee... Details of the subsequent pro- 
gramme had still to be settled in consulta- 
tion with hospital boards, but among the 
projects to be considered were extensions 
to mental deficiency institutions at Banff 
and in the Glasgow area, a new treatment 
unit at Glasgow Western Infirmary, recon- 
struction of the Edinburgh Royal Mental 
Hospital, and improvement of hospital 
facilities in Shetland. Other schemes to 
start’ in 1958-59 and succeeding years, 
included the provision of a completely new 
teaching hospital in Dundee. 

Replying to questions, Mr. MacLEop 
said that the extra amount for plant 
replacement was an agreement between 
himself and the Chancellor. It would cover 
engineering services, boiler services, laun- 
dries and the like. The replacement of 
inefficient plant would bring economies in 
maintenance costs. 


Mr. GEORGE THOMAS asked when it 


.would be possible to start the teaching 


hospital in Cardiff. 

Mr. MACLEOD said that he could not say. 
It still retained first priority in England and 
Wales for a teaching hospital. It was an 
enormous project, and was in no way near 
ready to start. The architectural competition 
had not taken place. ; 

He added that the site for the Charing 
Cross Hospital ‘would be at Northwick 
Park near Harrow, but whether that would 
get into the 1958 programme depended on 
many things, but it had a good chance. 
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Cpr. GALBRAITH said that in Scotland 
the programme would not interfere with or 
curtail, house building or school building 
programmes. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


AMENITIES IN NEW AREAS 


Mr. Emrys Huaues asked what action the 
Secretary of State for Scotland was taking 
to expedite the building of halis and com- 
munity centres in few housing areas. 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART, Under Secre- 
tary, Scottish Office, replied that the Secre- 
tary of State hoped to be able to increase 
Exchequer assistance for the provision of 
village halls and community centres, in new 
housing areas and elsewhere; and similar re- 
creational facilities. He asked education 
authorities to consider giving an even greater 
degree of support than hitherto to projects 
of this nature; and hoped also to entertain 
more applications from local authorities and 
voluntary bodies for grants under the Physi- 
cal Training and Recreation Act, 1937. 


FACTORIES IN WALES 


Mr. Percy Morris asked the President 
of the Board of Trade if he would agree 
to factories being erected on the Fforestfach 
Trading Estate as an inducement to indus- 
trialists to develop business interests in 
South Wales. 

Mr. Henry Strauss, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Board of Trade, replying on Feb- 
ruary 8, said that the President of the Board 
of Trade did not consider that the building 
of Government-financed factories in advance 
of demand was justified in present circum- 
stances, but he would certainly consider on 
its merits any application from an indus- 
trialist who was prepared to go to the South 
Wales Development Area. 


ATOMIC POWER STATIONS 
Twelve to be Built at Cost of £300m. 


LANS for building 12 nuclear power 

stations during the next ten years, at 

a cost of about £300m., were announced by 

the Government on Tuesday. It is hoped 

that building of the first two stations will 

start in 1957, and that they will come into 
operation about 1961. 

The output of electricity from all 12 
stations will equal the product of between 
five and six million tons of coal, and the 
cost of production at first will be about the 
same as at present. 

The intention is to supplement rather than 
replace other forms of fuel such as coal. 

The programme for building the nuclear 
power stations was outlined in a White 
Paper, “ A Programme of Nuclear Power ” 
(Cmd. 9389, HMSO, price 9d.), published on 
Tuesday. Further details of the project 
were given in the House of Commons the 
same day by Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Minister 
of Fuel and Power. 

The stations will be built by private in- 
dustry for the electricity authorities, who 
will own and operate them. The authorities 
at present include the British Electricity 
Authority, the North of Scotland Hydro- 
Electric Board, and the Northern Ireland 
Electricity Board. On April 1 the South 
of Scotland Electricity Board will come into 
existence,. and the Central Electricity 
Authority will replace the British Electricity 
Authority. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


‘Dampness Problem 


Q.—I wish to seek advice on a dampness 
problem relating to the house I have recently 
bought. The house is twenty years old, and 
built on a slightly sloping site, the soil being 
heavy clay. The main walls are 9 inches solid 
brick, externally rendered. The slate damp 
course ‘is above ground level, and the air- 
bricks are unobstructe@ The foundation 
area inside thé main walls is screeded over 
with what appears to be a soft concrete. 
At the fropt of the -house the soil level is 
about 18 inches above the screed, and at the 
back about the’ same below the screed, 
owing to the sloping site. 

The dampness is in the foundations. After 
rain the screed becomes damp, and after 
heavy continuous rain becomes waterlogged. 
At present the water remains about one inch 
deep lying in a pool that covers about a 
quarter’ of the foundation area, the screed 
being not quite level. 

As a result of this condition the rooms on 
the ground floor, which are not constantly 
heated, smell musty, particularly after rain, 
and all ground floor cupboards are ex- 
cessively damp: Under the ground floor 
linoleum, which was laid about eight weeks 
ago, slight mildew is appearing between the 
paper-felt underlay and the wooden floor- 
boards. 

The trouble appears to be due to surface 
water draining into the area at the front 
where the soil is above the screed level, 
although I cannot see any obvious cracks 
in the brickwork. The drains have been 
tested, and appear to be sound. They are 
below the screed level. 

I should like to know whether you can 
advise me regarding any effective measures 
that can be taken to cure the nuisance. If 
possible I should like to be able to carry out 
the work myself, for reason of economy, 
but am anxious not to do the wrong thing. 
or to do anything that might later complicate 
the work of a builder. 

The previous owner tells me that the 
waterlogged condition occurs every winter 
but that it is a good thing since it keeps the 
clay moist and thus tends to guard against 
any possibility of subsidence. I should also 
like to have your views on this theory. 

Ss. 'W. C. 


A.—There are two ways of approaching 
this problem: (1) To attempt a treatment of 
the structure and (2) to treat the earth 
surrounding the building. 

Considering the position as it stands, we 
have a perfectly satisfactory damp-proof 
course running right round the building 
which, unless the site has a considerable 
slope, will be at a common level and never 
at any place be less that 6 inches above 
ground level. Everything below this damp- 
proof course is liable to be damp and it is 
for this reason, to avoid dampness penetrat- 
ing or rising up the walls, that this 
impervious barrier of slates is built in as the 
work proceeds. The screed referred to is 
known as “site concrete” and its chief 
function is to prevent ground gases and 
dampness entering into ihe building. I 
strongly suspect this site concrete as being 
the main source of the trouble, particularly 
as it is described as being soft concrete. 

This site concrete should be about 4 inches 
thick laid on a hardcore base and finished 
with a reasonably smooth surface. Had 
site concrete been laid to the specification in- 
dicated a reasonable barrier would have been 
formed against water rising up through’ the 
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base of the inside of the building. 

There is, hdwever, the possibility (as you 
suggest), that water enters through the walls 
owing to the soil surrounding the building 
becoming waterlogged. With these facts in 
mind it would seem, therefore, that provision 
must be made to prevent water getting 
through the site concrete, getting through 
the walls, or both. Alternatively, we must 
get rid of the water outside in order that 
the building itself stands on reasonably dry 
ground. 

I favour attempting to treat the struc- 
ture itself for it should be proof against 
entry of water and, though it is untimely to 
say so, it should have been considered when 
the building was under construction. I 
would suggest that, since your corre- 
spondent proposes to do this work himself, 
he should start with the site concrete; it 
being this that I view with considerable 
suspicion. 

It may be found that the treatment to the 
site concrete will cure the trouble and the re- 
sults should be carefully noted. If the con- 
crete is fairly hard and the surface regular 
the whole surface could be coated with one 
of the liquid waterproofing compounds. 
These liquids are applied cold and can easily 
be put on with a brush. If the surface of 
the concrete is very poor and uneven I 
suggest il be rendered with sand and 
cement with a suitable waterproofing com- 
pound incorporated into it. This rendering 
over the whole surface should be 1 inch to 
1;'s inches thick and the surface trowelled, 
with particular attention being given to the 
junctions of walls to site concrete. 

If this fails to produce the desired result 
attention should be given to the surrounding 
walls. These can be treated in a similar 
manner to site concrete and the same 
formula would apply, that is, if the walls are 
reasonably smooth and the joints solid, a 
liquid waterproof would probably be quite 
satisfactory. On the other hand, if they 
are rough and the joints are hollow, then 
it would be advisable to render. The render- 
ing coat for walls should be applied in two 
coats of ? inch thickness. 

Treatment to ground outside surrounding 
the building presents its own problem since 
the soil is heavy clay and, therefore, very 
difficult to drain. From the description of 
the existing conditions, however, it suggests 
the ground becomes waterlogged, and it mav 
be that this condition exists for a depth of 
6 inches to 7 inches. If this is so, I suggest 
a shallow trench be cut along each side for 
a depth of approximately 1 ft. 6 inches. 
In the bottom of the trench lay 4-inch 
agricultural drain pipes allowing a general 
fall from the centre of the trench to the 
side walls and from the return trenches 
along the side walls to some convenient 
points well away from the house. At these 
points pits could be formed, approximately 
2 feet deep. The whole of the trench run 
and the pits could then be filled with clinker 
up to within a few inches of the general level 
ef the ground, the ‘remaining space being 
filled with earth. The difficulty with this 
kind of treatment is that, if there is no suit- 
able place to direct the water collected other 
than the pits suggested, the water so 
collected will have to depend largely upon 
evaporation for its ultimate dispersal. 

Regarding keeping clay damp to avoid 
subsidence, there is a good deal of truth in 
what has been said. Clay kept constantly 
damp is a perfectly satisfactory base upon 
which. to build. If it is allowed to dry it 
shrinks and in consequence settlement of 
the building occurs. “If this settlement is un- 
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even fractures are bound to occur, Under 
normal conditions, providing .the base of 
the foundations are kept below the effects 
of the elements, then the clay is kept in a 
consistent condition. If, however, the clay 
becomes so water-laden that it becomes 
spongy, then again it could easily be the 
cause of settlement in a building. H, after 
twenty years the house does not show any 
sign of settlement, then I am of the opinion 
that the main source of trouble is ground 
water resting on top of a clay subsoil anc 
this should not give cause for worry re- 
garding subsidence. - H.'O: D. 


(Names of proprietary products, systems 
and specialist firms have been forwarded 
to the inquirer.) 


Responsibility for Extra Work 


Q.—In the final accounts from the builde: 
for a new bungalow some work to chimneys 
appears as an “extra.” The position is this: 
the chimneys smoked and the builder ex 
perimented with a succession of cowls and 
raised them. I have been charged for thi: 
work, but whose responsibility is it? FYyp. 


A.—The answer to this question depends 
upon the exact circumstances of the case. 
writes a legal correspondent. In the firsi 
place, it is necessary to inquire into the cause 
of the defect. On the one hand, there may 
have been some defect in materials or work- 
manship which was more easily remedied 
by experimenting with cowls and raising the 
chimneys. On the other hand, it may have 
been a case of faulty design. If the former. 
then the builder is hardly in a position to 
claim the cost of the extra work, If the 
latter, it becomes necessary to ask who de- 
signed the bungalow—the architect or the 
builder himself. If the builder himself de- 
signed it, then it would seem that the building 
owner was relying on the builder’s skill and 
judgment in design; the builder having ac- 
cepted that position, he would appear to be 
liable. 

If the bungalow was designed by an archi- 
tect, the question of liability will depend on 
the terms of the contract between the build 
ing owner and the builder. In this connec- 
tion, the most important question is whether 
or not quantities formed part of the contract. 
In a contract of this type and size the prob- 
ability is that quantities were not included in 
the contract. If they were not so ineluded, 
then presumably the builder contracted to 
erect the bungalow in accordance with the 
specification. In that case, it seems probable 
that the builder is liable. ‘It has been laid 
down that where a manufacturer or builder 
undertakes to produce a finished result ac- 
cording to a design or plan, he may still be 
bound by his bargain even though he can 
show an unanticipated difficulty or even im- 
possibility in achieving the result desired with 
the plans or specification,” Cammell Laird 
and Co., Ltd. v. Manganese Bronze and Brass 
Co., Ltd. (1934) per Lord Wright. Thus, in 
the Scottish case of Gillespie v. Howden, 
(1885) it was held to be no defence,for a 
shipbuilder who had contracted to. build « 
ship of a certain carrying capacity, that it was 
impossible with the approved design to 
achieve the agreed capacity; the shipbuilder 
had to pay damages. 

If, however, quantities formed part of the 
contract, then the builder could claim the 
work as an extra; the difference here is tha! 
the builder does not contract to produce a 
finished result according to a specification. 
but to carry out the works described in the 
bills of quantities. A. E. T. 
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LCC 
Progress of Housing Operations 


1 HE following extracts are taken from 

reports of LCC committees submitted 
to the council at its meeting on Tuesday 
(Fcbruary 15):— 

Houses completed—The. housing com- 
mittee report that 2,115 dwellings were com- 
pleted during the three months ended 
Dezember 31, 1954, bringing the total of 
nev permanent dwellings completed since 
the war to 66,067. The number of dwellings 

mpleted during 1954 was 8,148 and 

ing the year, 6,928 dwellings were com- 
enced, 

icquisition of sites —the following table 
indicates the extent of proposals approved 
up to December 31, 1954, for the acquisi- 
tion of sites for post-war housing opera- 
ticas, the progress made at that date in 
accuiring and clearing sites, and the number 
of dwellings to be provided:— 
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further .meetings between the council and 
the other authorities. 

The committees have also authorised the 
continuance of investigations into the 
possibility of securing a substantial site for 
development by the council under the Act 
somewhat on the lines of a new town in 
order to supplement the accommodation 
likely to become available in the expanded 
towns in the next few years, 

The implementation of the proposals in 
the. Council’s Development Plan, submitted 
to the Minister in 1951, involves finding 
homes outside London for over 300,000 
people during the 20-year period from 1951. 
The overspill figures for the Greater 
London Region -is estimated to be 472,100 
persons. 

The progress made so far in dealing with 
the overspill problem in London is out- 
lined by the housing and town planning 
committees. They report that discussions 
have taken place with a _ considerable 
number of local authorities in the past two 


ACQUISITION AND. CLEARANCE OF SITES 





Acrest 


Dwellingst 





Inside 
London 


Outside 
London 


Cottage estates 
Estates 
of flats 





Outside 
London 


Inside 
London 





developed in course of develop- 
ment or ready for development § 

Sit s acquired (or of which possession 
is been obtained) but not immedi- 
ely available for development 49.3 

Sites for which powers of acquisition 

have been obtained ... 131.5 

Sites which have been approved ‘put for 
which powers have still to be obtained 
ind/or acquisition begun 


1,458.6 


594.7 _— 


6,935.2 40,150 2,585 43,531 86,266 


50.2 1,444 1,444 
175.1 3,857 3,857 


594.7 9,775 2,500 — 12,275 





Totals .| 2,234.1 








5,521.1 


7,755.2 55,226 5,085 43,531 | 103,842 




















Note.—The estimated number of families to be rehoused from sites in the last three categories in the tableis 7,621. 
+ Sites outside London exclude allocations for industry, Green Belt and trunk roads, 
Where acquisition of a site is proceeding by stages, it is sometimes impossible to relate the number of dwellings to 


the acreage included in the respective stages. 


For this reason there is no precise relation betweeen the acreage in each 


category and the number of dwellings in the corresponding column. 
$ Includes sites of which possession can be taken and development begun irrespective of the progress of actual 


acquisition. 


Slum clearance-—Up to December 31, 
1954, 92 acres had been declared slum areas, 
involving the clearance of 6,335 houses. 
Clearance orders in respect of 41 acres com- 
prising 2,664 houses have been confimed. 
Terms have been agreed in respect of 1,935 
houses and the purchase of 1,063 of these 
has been completed. 1,070 houses have 
been demolished. 


LONDON’S OVERSPILL 


Town -Development ‘Act, 1952.—Follow- 
ing a review by the housing and town 
planning committees of progress with 
negotiations and schemes under the Town 
Development Act, 1952, the committees 
propose, jointly with the authorities for the 
cities of Birmingham, , Bristol, Glasgow, 
Liverpool, Manchester. and Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, to make representations to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
which should stress the necessity for:— 

(1) A greater- sense of urgency in the 
implementation of the Act and in particular 
for early decisions on proposals submitted 
to him. 

(2) ‘An increase in the number of schemes 
to which he is prepared to give approval. 

(3) An immediate consideration of the 
financial position of receiving authorities on 
the cessation of payment of rate fund con- 
tributions; and : 

(4) On any other matters arising from 


years to find out whether schemes of de- 
velopment affecting their areas could be 


promoted under the Act. Nomination 
schemes have been agreed with the Urban 
District Council of Bletchley, Buckingham- 
shire, and the Borough Council of Swindon, 
Wiltshire. A further nomination scheme 
with the Borough Council of Daventry, 
Northamptonshire, awaits the approval of 
the Minister. As regards development 
schemes, the Minister has intimated that 
at this stagé he is prepared to give approval 
to four schemes only. and these will pro- 
bably be carried out on an agency basis. 
Other schemes have reached an advanced 
stage of negotiation and will in due course 
be submitted to the Minister for approval. 


ECONOMIC RENTS 


Rents Policy—The following motion was 
submitted to the council on Tuesday by 
Lady Pepler and seconded by Mr. Swin- 
bourn:— 

“That the council deplores the delay on 
the part of the housing committee in re- 
viewing the council’s rent policy with the 
object of ensuring that, while no one is re- 
quired to pay more rent than he can pro- 
perly afford, tenants capable of paying an 
economic rent are not subsidised by the rest 
of the community, and that so far as may be 
possible no additional rate subsidy falls on 
the council.” 
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Royal Festival hall-cooling plant—The 
council co-operated with the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power in the installation of a 
heat pump on the South Bank for experi- 
mental use and demonstration in connection 
with the heating (in conjunction with the 
Hall’s permanent heating plant) and summer 
cooling of the Royal Festival Hall during 
the Festival of Britain. Simce the comple- 
tion of the Ministry’s experiments, — the 
council has retained the pump on hire from 
the Ministry. The committee now pro- 
poses that permanent cooling plant should 
be installed, and -recommend the approval 
of an estimate of £28,700 for- the work. 


LCC HIGH-FLATS SCHEME 
Appeal Under London Building Acts 


Sx East End families would “ virtually 

be living at the bottom of a cliff” if the 
erection of a block of 121-ft. high LCC flats 
was allowed at Hackney Wick, an inquiry 
was told in London on February 3. 

Hackney Wick Agency and Garages, Ltd., 
were appealing to the Tribunal under the 
London Building Acts at County Hall against 
the LCC’s proposal] to erect a block of flats 
above the prescribed height at Bentham- 
road, Hackney, housing site. 

Mr. J. SruarT DANIEL, for the appellants, 
said they were in effect an investment trust 
for the benefit of the Eton Manor Club for 
East End boys. Their premises were 60 yds. 
away from the projected LCC block, and 
the proposed block would cut out “ about 
half the sky and a great deal of sun” from 
the premises. 

‘‘In this place where poor people are 
living, amenities are scarce, and light and air 
are most important,” said Mr. Daniel. 

Giving evidence for the appellants, Sir 
PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, F'RIBA, MTPI, said 
he did not object to the block as a block. 
“It might be used very suitably facing a 
large open space,” he said, “ but inserted as 
it is, I think it is quite out of place. It is 
an unneighbourly thing to do. 

Replying to Mr. F. A. STocKDALE (for 
the LOC) Sir Patrick agreed that the proposed 
building did not infringe the “ daylight 
code.” 

THE COUNCIL’S POWERS 

Mr. Epwin WitiiaMs, ARIBA, senior 
architect in charge, LCC Building Regula- 
tions Division, said that in order to obtain “a 
better mutual result” the Council had 
decided to build a high block and site it 
farther away from the appellant’s premises 
rather than ‘build a smaller block nearer to 
them. The Council had exercised its discre- 
tion as it had power to do, in giving consent 
to the prescribed height being exceeded. 

Mr. H. J. Wuirrietp Lewis, ARIBA, 
principal housing architect, LOC, gave evi- 
dence on behalf of the council that a reduc- 
tion in the height of the block to 100 ft. 
would mean a loss of 21 dwellings. 

In his final submission Mr. STOCKDALE 
said: “We are doing nothing here which is 
unneighbourly. It is perfectly true that at 
certain times of the year these premises are 
going to get less sunlight than they do now 
because they enjoy, accidentally, a bare site 
of derelict land to the south. 

“One cannot assume they are entitled to 
that as a right and it would be most wrong 
that they should go on enjoying it, bearing 
in mind the pressing need for houses in 
London.” 

The inquiry concluded. The Tribunal will 
inspect the site and announce its decision 
later, 





IAAS 


Annual Dinner and Dance 

THE annual dinner and dance of the 

London and Home Counties Branch 
of the Incorporated Association of , Archi- 
tects and Surveyors was held this year on 
February 9, at the Dorchester Hotel, W1. 
The proceedings were presided over by Mr. 
F. J. Meekins, FIAS, chairman of the 
Branch. 

In his response to the toast of “ The 
Branch together with the Association,” Lrt.- 
Cor. A. E. HENSON, TD, FRIBA, president 
of the Association, stated that since the 
previous year, the affairs of the Association 
had made considerable progress and. were 
healthier and happier than they had been 
for many years past. They were having to 
leave their present premises at Eaton-place, 
but had secured very fine and spacious 
headquarters at 29, Belgrave-square, SW1. 

Turning his attention to the relationship 
between modern architecture and produc- 
tivity, Lt.-Col. Henson emphasised the 
great need for effective productivity. The 
building industry was going through an era 
of prosperity. At the same time, it should 
be remembered that out of the whole of the 
money spent on building, 72 per cent. 
consisted of local government funds, put up 
by the general public. Consequently, they 
all owed a debt to the public, and should 
see that the buildings that they produced 
were designed economically. The building 
industry could look forward to many more 
years of prosperity, but only if they paid 
due attention to productivity. 

Mr. J. Innes Extiott, B Arch, ARIBA, 
chief architect to Scotland Yard, in propos- 
ing the toast, expressed his admiration and 
appreciation of the Association’s activities. 
Lt.-Col. Henson was due to complete his 
term of office as president at the end of the 
week, and Mr. Elliott hoped that he had 
found satisfaction in his duties. He also 
hoped that the Association, when choosing 
its officers, would be guided by the wise 
counsel of the officers chosen previously. 

The toast .of “The Guests” was pro- 
posed by Mr. F. J. Meekins, FIAS, chair- 
man of the Branch, and responded to by 
Mr. J. Harrison, ARIBA, County Archi- 
tect of Surrey. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Flanged Beams 


THE British Standards Institution has 
published (price 2s. 6d.) BS 2566: 1955 Broad 
flange beams, heavy flange T-bars and long- 
legged T-bars, which extends the range of 
standard sections covered by BS 4 
“Channel and beams,” BS 4A “Equal 
angles, unequal angles and T-bars” and 
BS 6 “ Bulb angles and bulb plates.” 

The new sections have been standardised 
bearing in mind that up to now the range 
of standard sections did not cover fully the 
requireménts for welded construction. Con- 
sideration was given to a wide range of 
special sections which from time to time had 
been put forward as incorporating ~factors 
which would facilitate their being welded. It 
was found that the most useful. and 
economical sections were those covered in 
this new British Standard. Other proposed 
sections. were rejected as-either having no 
real advantage or being of such a shape that 
they ‘could not be rolled without -excéssive 
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difficulty; in the latter class are specially 
nibbed sections and special sections with 
square edges. 


OTHER RECENT ISSUES 

Among recent issues of British Standards 
are: BS 835, “ Asbestos Cement Flue Pipes 
and Fittings (Heavy Quality),” price 5s.; 
BS 567, “ Asbestos Cement Flue Pipes and 
Fittings (Light Quality),” price 5s.; and 
BS 2567, “Steel Roller Conveyors,” price 
2s. 6d. 

Copies of these standards are obtainable 
from the British Standards Institution, 
British Standards House, 2, Park-street, Lon- 
don, WI, price 2s. 6d. 


BUILDING IN THE CITY 


Two Large London Projects 


[Two large schemes are now being carried 

out in the City of London by Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., contractors. 
One of these projects is the new building 
being erected for the Bank of England at 
St. Paul’s Precinct. The building is to be 
steel-framed with reinforced concrete floors, 
and the waHs will be of brick. In addition 
to providing office space for the Bank of 
England, it is probable that some shops will 
be included in the ground floor. Other 
amenities such as lecture halls and a rifle 
range are incorporated in the plan. The 
building will rise to various heights, the 
maximum being 11 storeys, and will be set 
back from the previous building line on all 
frontages to permit road widening. ‘There 
will be a centre court for car parking, and 
garage space in the Hasement. The total 
cost of the contract is about £44m., and it 
will take about five years to complete. 

The second project is the new Gresham- 
street office block, acquired by Site Im- 
provements, Ltd., in June, 1950. Building 
started last year and the completion date for 
the contract is December_1, 1955. When 
completed, the building will provide 180,000 
sq. ft. of office space and 19,000 sq. ft. of 
storage space, and will also have a 
restaurant of 9,000 sq. ft. A car park 
in an internal courtyard is designed to 
accommodate 50 cars. Collaborating on 
this project with the contractors are Sir John 
Burnet, Tait and Partners, in association 
with Felix Wilson and Partners, architects. 
The consulting engineer is Alfred E. Beer 
and the quantity surveyors, Gardiner and 
Theobald. 

The principal elevations will be faced in 
Portland stone, and when completed, the 
nine-storey-superstructure will front the 
four sides of the site, providing an internal 
courtyard for car parking. The main en- 
trance to the building will be in Gresham- 
street with subsidiary entrances in Love- 
Lane and Wood-street. Reinforced con- 
crete is to be used as the structural medium 
on the grounds of economy and speed, and 
the necessity of using the minimum of steel. 

The building programme necessitates com- 
pletion by the end of November, so the most 
modern plant is being used. Concrete is 
mixed at a central mixing station on site, 
the cement being delivered in special road 
vehicles from which ‘it is transferred by air- 
pressure into silos with a capacity of 60 tons 
—sufficient for about two days’ work. The 
distribution of ‘concrete '.for foundations is 
carried. out by _petrol-driven ~ mono-rail 
trucks, this-plant being capable 6f:handling 
150 cu.--yds. ‘per normal working day. ~ 
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SHEFFIELD COLLEGE 
OF TECHNOLOGY 


Annual Prizegiving to Students 


HE Lorp Mayor OF SHEFFIELD, Alde:- 
man J. H. Bingham, welcomed M.. 
Harvey G. Frost, OBE, FIOB, president «f 
the National Federation of Building Trad«s 
Employers, to the City Hall on February ?, 
to present the prizes and address the studen:s 
of the Department of Building of the She*- 
field College of Technology. 

Mr. Frost spoke of the traditions of 
craftsmanship and facilities for learning. Fe 
illustrated the slow developments in techno- 
logy from the earliest days and indicated how 
these were followed by the sudden and 
dramatic developments in technical skill and 
knowledge. His closing remarks were that 
“in the history of this country there never 
was a time when so many willing hands are 
stretched out to help those who wish io 
widen their knowledge and understanding.” 

Mr, W. ALEXANDER, ARIBA, head of tiie 
department, mentioned in his report that tiie 
number of students now exceeded 1,500, wiih 
most students attending part-time day classes. 
The developments of the two full-tinie 
courses of advanced building technolozy 
and building and quantity surveying, wee 
meeting only part of the needs of the indus- 
try. In part-time courses it was shown that 
those for civil] engineering and building fore- 
manship were being well supported. 

Two silver medals were presented to W. V. 
Donlon and J, M. James, for their. successes 
in the City and Guilds of London Institute's 
Heating and Ventilating Engineering Ex- 
aminations. The new silver trophy (Charles- 
worth Exhibition Trophy, 1954), was pre- 
sented to M. F. Tibenham as the best student 
completing a full-time course. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. 
R. Jones, president of the Sheffield Building 
Trades Employers Association, and seconded 
by Mr. T. Oultram, chairman of the Sheffield 
branch, NFBTO. 


CAREERS IN BUIEDING 


Technical College Conference: 


THE GOOD PROSPECTS offered in the build- 
ing industry to grammar and public school 
students was stressed at a conference held 
at Ewell Technical College, Surrey, on 
February 2, when Mr. L. Holloway, a gover- 
nor of the college and- president of the 
London Master. Builders’ Association and 
Mr. F. W. Beazley, also a governor and clerk 
to the National Joint Council of the Build- 
ing Industry, were among the speakers. Ald. 
G. C. A. Hann, chairman of the governors, 
presided over an audience of headmasters, 
careers masters and officials of youth em- 
ployment bureaux. 

Now that the industry was freed from 
restrictions, said Mr. Holloway, they were 
reaching the stage when people were pre- 


‘pared to spend more money on embellishing 


their premises. There was work in the 
industry for generations ahead. 

Mr. BEAZLEY, speaking of apprenticeshi» 
in the industry, said that they had to make 
parents appreciate what the building indus- 
try had. to offer. The ‘primary need in the 
industry was for skilled technicians. The 
building industry had an enormous prc- 
gramme of work and,:-whatever technica! 
changes might come, there would still be th: 
need for trained: craftsmen. 
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TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 


Bungalow and Garage with “ Butterfly 
Roof” Allowed by Minister on Appeal 


A PROPOSAL by Mr. K. A. Rogers to 
+ erect a bungalow and garage with a 
“butterfly” roof on land at Old Park View, 
Enfield, has: received the approval of the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
on appeal. 

Permission had been refused by the 
Council on the ground that the type of 
elevational treatment (the butterfly roof) of 
the proposed bungalow would not be 
aesi:hetically in keeping with the existing 
surrounding development and for this reason 
would not be in the interests of good and 
preper planning or the interests of the 
amenities of the area. 

At the inquiry into his appeal, which was 
heard before Mr. W. N. Cortis, LRIBA, 
one of the Ministry’s inspectors, the appel- 
lan: suggested that the council viewed con- 
temporary architecture with disfavour. “‘ My 
arciitect and myself,” he said, “feel that 
the attitude of the council is unwarranted 
and that the proposed building is suited to 
the aesthetic conditions of the locality. The 
bungalow has been specifically designed to 
suit the shape of the site and the situation 
of the surrounding trees and neighbouring 
properties, whilst retaining the contemporary 
mode with its flat butterfly-style roof reliev- 
ing any dull uniformity. To-day the public 
have come to accept flatter angles whether 
we like it or not.” 

Mr. J. F. M. Watson, the council’s senior 
assistant solicitor, said that the council had 
no arguments to advance against contem- 
porary art as such. The appeal site, 
however, was probably the last remaining 
undeveloped plot in Old Park View, and 
occupied a prominent position at the 
entrance to a housing estate. The council 
would have given their permission had a 
pitched roof been substituted, but they were 
of the opinion that to introduce an alien 
type of architecture into a residential neigh- 
bourhood consisting mainly of detached 
houses built in traditional styles would have 
a detrimental effect upon the visual ameni- 
ties of the district. 

in allowing the appeal, the Minister states 
that in his view the proposal to build a 
bungalow and garage in contemporary style 
could not be. regarded as unsatisfactory 
unless there were sufficient evidence, which 
was not apparent in this case, to substantiate 
the claim that the design of the proposed 
building would be seriously harmful to 
amenity. 


Seven-Year Limitation on Yeovil 
Stadium Removed by Minister 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has allowed the appeal of 
Larkhill (Yeovil) Stadium, Ltd., against a 
planning condition imposed by the local 
planning authority limiting to seven years 
the use of land owned by the appellants 
at Yeovil as a greyhound racing and general 
sports track. 

The appeal was the subject of a public 
inquiry at which the appellants said that 
the limitation made it impossible for them 
to develop the stadium as they would have 
wished. They had in mind the encourage- 
ment of pony shows and other gymkhana- 
stvle events; they also wanted to build some 
permanent buildings and make other 
improvements on the site. 

The planning authority took the view that 


the land would be more useful. to the com- 
munity if it were used as an open-air 
playing-field, especially for organised events. 
There was a definite need for such a pro- 
vision and they felt that the position of 
the stadium, with its noise and glare, would 
be damaging to the amenity and value of 
adjoining residential property. 

In allowing the appeal, the Minister has 
made a condition that better buildings 
should be erected on the site and that the 
existing temporary accommodation be re- 
moved within two years. He has also 
insisted that the question of the car park 
and its access should be discussed and agreed 
between the appellants and the planning 
authority. 


Minister Allows Development of 
‘ Residential’’ Land and Revises 
Layout 


AN appeal to the Minister of Housing and 
«™ Local Government was recently lodged 
on behalf of Mr. W. Edwards against the 
refusal of Banstead Council to allow the 
development of land at Wellesford House, 
Banstead, by the erection of 12 houses. The 
site in question comprises 2.2 acres of rough 
paddock forming part of the grounds of 
Wellesford House and lying between the 
house and the adjacent Vicarage. It has an 
easy slope southwards to an attractive valley 
which is zoned as Green Belt in the County 
Development Plan. Access to Wellesford 
House is by a private driveway leading to 
Chipstead-road, Banstead. 


It was contended on behalf of the appellant 


that the site was zoned for residential use; 
that the density of the proposed development 
would compare favourably with that of 
other housing in the neighbourhood, includ- 
ing the Council’s own estate; that the access 
to Chipstead-road could be improved and 
that the site was surrounded and very 
effectually screened by trees. 

The Council had refused permission on 
the grounds that the proposed density was 
not in harmony with existing development 
and would detract from amenities, and that 
the access was unsatisfactory. 

The Minister states that since the land 
on which the houses would stand is included 
within the residential area and is surplus to 
the requirements of Wellesford House there 
can be no objection to a scheme of develop- 
ment provided that the layout and other 
details of the proposals do not injure the 
surrounding amenities. The layout which 
forms the subject of the appeal shows an 
intention to build houses facing a cul-de- 
sac leading off at right angles from the end 
of the driveway, and the first two of the 
proposed houses would be wholly in 
advance of the building line formed by the 
fronts of ‘Wellesford House and the Vicarage. 
The Minister considers that this would be 
undesirable and he is of opinion, further, 
that the houses’on plots three and four 
should be built in line with the older houses 
and should face north. He agrees. with the 
Council that access to Chipstead-road is not 
ideal, but he does not think that it is so 
bad as to justify refusal of permission, and 
an improved layout for the houses would 
enable a splayed junction to be made at the 
right-angled turn in the drive. It should 
also provide direct access for the western 
of the two first houses. If the appellant 
was willing to remove the brick wall that 
divides the driveway from the separate 
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approach to the Vicarage, a further improve- 
ment would be effected. 

In the circumstances, the Minister has. 
decided to allow the appeal to the extent 
only that he grants outline permission for 
the erection of 10 houses on the land, sub- 
ject to agreement between the appellant and 
the local planning authority on the details 
of a revised layout and of the elevations. 
of the proposed houses. 


OBITUARY 
H. C. Lander, FRIBA, MTPI 


WE announce with regret the death, at 
Welwyn Garden City on February 12, of Mr. 
Harold Clapham Lander, FRIBA, MTPI. He 
was 86. 

Mr. Lander’s architectural education was. 
undertaken at the Architectural Association, . 
and at University College, London. 

In 1923 Mr. Lander won The Builder Cot- 
tage Competition. His works included Pass- 
more Edward’s Boys’ Club, Canning Town; 
Medical Mission Hospital, Plaistow, E; 
residence, Women’s Settlement, Plaistow; 
London School of Economics (enlargement); 
Letchworth Co-operative Houses, “* Homes- 
garth ”; a number of private houses; housing. 
schemes for Haslemere UDC, Tendring 
RDC, and at Welwyn Garden City; business. 
premises, Letchworth Co-operative Society; 
Guessens Court (flats), Welwyn Garden City; 
Friends’ Meeting House, Welwyn Garden 
City; and a number of town planning and 
development schemes for local authorities. 


W. D. Quirke, ARIBA 


WE regret to announce the death, which 
occurred at Westerham on February 13, of 
Mr. William Dathy Quirke, ARIBA. He 
was in his 77th year. 


Evan L. Evans 


WE regret to announce the death, om 
February 10, a few days before his 61st 
birthday, of Mr. Evan L. Evans, Secretary 
of the Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. 

His passing, writes a correspondent, will 
leave a big gap in the Federation, with which 
he was associated since September, 1923, 
when he moved to Cambridge from Bedford, 
where he had been Local Association Secre- 
tary since October, 1920. After serving with 
Mr. I. Ernest Jones, Mr. Evans, as secretary 
of the Federation, assisted his successor, 
Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, and for a year from 
mid-1944 to mid-1945 took charge of the 
work of the Federation pending the arrival 
of the present director, Mr. R. W. Porter. 

When Mr. Evans started with the Federa- 
tion some 32 years ago the membership was 
about one-tenth of what it is now, and over 
that. period he, by his loyal and faithful 
service; has contributed to the growth of the 
organisation. He was happiest in his work 
among his local associations, where he en- 
joyed great popularity and it was a real 
regret to him, as it was to members, that 
latterly he had to give up his duties as secre- 
tary of the association in area 1. 


PREFABRICATED TIMBER HOUSES 


Manufacturers of prefabricated timber 
houses are invited to send brochures or other 
technical data of their products to Mr. H. C. 
Topham-Bruckmann, MIMechE, of 9, 
Clarendon Villas, Widcombe Hill, Bath. 





LMBA 


Presentation of Apprentices’ Prizes by 
National President 


At the end of the February meeting of 

the LMBA Council, the president of 
the National Federation, Mr. Harvey Frost, 
OBE, presented the National Federation 
prizes to the winners in the London Region, 
as follows :— 

Craft Apprentices.—First prize (£25), J. A. 
Leary, Holliday and Greenwood, Ltd. 
(South-East London Technical College); 
second prize (£20), J. Banks, Harry Neal, 
Ltd. (Brixton School of Building). 

The award to J. A. Leary was received 
on his behalf by his sister, as he is away 
on National Service. 

Building Students.——First prize (£25), 
M. W. Goddard, Marshall Andrew and Co., 
Ltd. (Twickenham Technical College); 
second prize (£20), D. S. Noulton, Falkus 
Bros., Ltd. (Brixton School of Building). 

Mr. Frost also presented two new £10 
awards, which the LMBA has decided to 
make available annually as _ consolation 
prizes, to the best London student and the 
best apprentice respectively, who are nomi- 
nated as the London Regional Candidates 
at Higher National Certificate level for 
National Federation medals, but who fail 
to win them. 

The award for the best student is to be 
known as the “ President’s Award,” the prize 
for the best craftsman as the “Sir Howell J. 
Williams Prize.” 

The names of the 
follows :— 

LMBA President's Award.—D. W. Hunt, 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd. (Brixton 
School of Building). 

Sir Howell J. Williams Prize—D. M. 
McBean, Marshall Andrew and Co., Ltd. 


winners are as 
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(Hammersmith School of Building and Arts 
and Crafts). 
Apprenticeship Prizes 

Mr. F. Lesitre WALLIs, president of the 
Institute of Builders, is to present the 
National Joint Apprenticeship Board awards 
to apprentices in the London Region, at the 
RIBA on Tuesday, February 22. 


Lectures for Foremen 

Wit the support of the LMBA, the 
London Regional Council of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works is arranging 
a series of talks and discussions for general 
foremen on the practical application of the 
Working Rule Agreement in the building 
industry. Members of the LMBA are being 
invited to nominate foremen to attend. 

There will be four talks in the series, each 
by a speaker with wide knowledge and ex- 
perience of the subject, and these will be 
followed by general discussion. The talks 
will be given at 47, Bedford-square, on 
Wednesday, February 23, and the following 
three Wednesdays, at 4.30 p.m. 


SIGN COMPETITION RESULTS 

The first sign design competition to be held 
by the Electrical Sign Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation has been won by Mr. J. K. W. Hop- 
good, of New Southgate, London, Nil. He 
will receive a cheque for £100, The second 
prize of £50 has been awarded to Mr. R. W. 
Pepper, of Welling, Kent. A third prize 
of £35 has been won by Mr. Stanley Rickard, 
of Mitcham, Surrey, who is a student and 
therefore an amateur. Altogether. there 
were 92 eritries for the competition. The 
prizes will be awarded at a prizegiving 
luncheon to be held on March 9 at the Savoy 
Hotel, when the chief guest will be Mr. 
William Deedes, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, 


Two Presidents with the Prizewinners (from left to right): D. W. Hunt, M. W. Goddard, 

J. Banks, President National Federation (Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE), Miss Leary 

(deputising for J. A. Leary), President LMBA (Mr. Laurence Holloway), D. S. 
Noulton and D. M. McBean. 
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MUNICIPAL HOUSING 


AUBTW’s Statement on Government 
Policy 


THE following statement has been issued 
by Mr. George H. Lowthian, M3E, 
General Secretary, and Mr. Harry Weaver, 
National President, of the Amalgamzted 
Union of Building Trade Workers: 

At an executive meeting of the AUBTW 
on February 8, the Government’s policy of 
slashing municipal housing allocations was 
severely criticised. The executive couacil 
of the Union believes this policy will lave 
very serious consequences for local authori- 
ties who are attempting to face up to the 
housing problems within their areas. 

It has been reported to this Union hat 
cuts of up to 50 per cent. have been ordcred 
by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government in some areas. The execu‘ive 
committee points out that a cut of only 23 
per cent. on the 1954 figure of 257.900 
houses would place local authorities in the 
same position as they were ig the first {ull 
year of Tory Government in 1952. 

In view of the still grave housing probiem 
for people who require accommodation to 
let, the executive believes the Govern- 
ment’s actions to be a _ discriminatory 
measure which favours~people who have 
money to purchase houses as against the 
lower paid sections of the community. The 
Government’s action also implies that it is 
completely insincere about its proposals to 
abolish slums. For this work can hardly 
be carried out if sufficient housing replace- 
ments are not to be given to local authori- 
ties. 

For local authorities who build by direct 
labour another grave problem is raised. 
Jarrow Council, for instance, has a direct 
labour force capable of building 400 houses 
per year. The regional officer of the 
Ministry has attempted to cut Jarrow’s 
1955 allocation to 200 houses. If this cut 
takes place Jarrow will have 200° men 
redundant in its direct works department 
and its capital equipment will be working 
very much under capacity. 

The municipal housing cuts also signify 
a return to controls on building—but con- 
Previously 
building licences were used to establish 
priority, so that men and materials could 
be allocated where most required. The 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
is now being used to “ license ” the number 
of houses built by local authorities to the 
advantage of private contractors and the 
disruption of local authority housing 
services and their direct labour departments. 


CUC CONVENTION 


Mr. David Booth, FRIBA, of Booth and 
Ledeboer, will present a paper on “ Design- 
ing houses to make the most of solid fuel,” 
at the Coal Utilisation Council’s 1955 Con- 
vention, at Eastbourne, on April 18 and 19. 


NEW FASS MEMBERS 


The Council! of the Federation of Associa- 
tions of Specialists and Sub-Contraciors 
announces that the National Federation of 
Master Steeplejacks and Lightning Con- 
ductor Engineers and the Glazed Cement 
Manufacturers Association have taken up 
associate membership of FASS. 
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THE BUILDER 


Two-storey flats at Norwich built with the aid of a tower crane. 


HOUSE-BUILDING WITH A TOWER CRANE 


Further Work at Norwich 
By the late N. S. PIPPARD (Building Research Station) 


IN the report of the Norwich house- 

building trials, in which 32 houses 
were built with the aid of a tower crane,* 
it was pointed out that it was not possible 
at that stage to separate the savings 
directly attributable to the use of the 
crane as a handling machine, from those 
arising from careful planning and organi- 
sation, Further trials, designed to isolate 
these separate influences, have been 
carried out by the Building Research 
Station on the same site at Norwich in 
collaboration with the City Engineer, Mr. 
H. C. Rowley, MICE, MIMunE. 


Arrangements were made for 12 houses 
in terraces of four to be built to a pro- 
gramme similar to that which had been 
used in the earlier work involving the 32 
houses. In this case, however, manual 
labour was to be substituted for the crane 
in all handling work. The site plan of 
these 12 houses is shown in Fig. 1. 


Although the 12 houses were of slightly 
smaller work-content than the houses for 
which the crane was used, their construc- 
tion was similar except that such compo- 
nents as chimney stacks, timber roofs and 
concrete door-hoods, etc., which had been 
partially prefabricated on the crane-built 
group, were constructed in situ. 


It was unfortunate that a run of 30 or 
40 exactly similar houses was not avail- 
able for this trial, as it would be expected 
that 12 houses would, by any method, re- 
quire slightly more labour expenditure 
per house to build than a larger number. 
However, the slightly smaller work con- 
tent in the 12 houses could be accepted as 
a balancing factor, and it was considered 
that a straight comparison of the man- 
hours expended per house would yield a 
valid result. 

The programme for the 12 houses inclu- 
ded the foundations, shells and the 
internal finishings. It was hoped that the 
inclusion of the finishing work would pro- 





* The Builder, 1953, 185 (5761), 108-111. 


vide some confirmation of the advantages 
deriving from the programming of this 
part of the work, as had been experienced 
in the case of the 32 houses. The site- 
works were not included as they were not 
comparable in work content. The pro- 
gramme is shown in 
‘Fig. 2. 

A further compari- 
son of the same type 
was provided by two 
small groups of ,two- 
storey flats of tradi- 
tional _ construction, 
one consisting of 
three blocks of four 
flats and the other of 
five blocks of four 
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been employed, and those 
when the programme 
alone was used. 


RESULTS 


Table 1 shows the 
actual labour expenditure 
and building times for the 
groups of houses. In the 
programmes for the two 
manually operated sites 
the number of labourers 
to be used was omitted as 
it was felt to be unwise to 
anticipate the manual 
equivalent of the crane. 
It was left to the foreman 
to employ sufficient 
labour to enable his 
craftsmen to keep the 
pace set by the pro- 
gramme for the skilled 
trades. 


The programme for the 

houses (Table 1) allowed 

for the completion of a 

house every two days 

after the preliminary 

build-up and this accounts for the rela- 

tively small difference in building time 

in the programme for the 12 and 32 

houses, for the time required to attain 

peak production would be the same for 
both groups. 


A comparison of the labour expendi- 
ture and building times for the two groups 
of flats is shown in Table 2. 


The man-hours given in Table 2 are 
the average for a unit of two flats, but 
the building times are the overall times 


Bj 
CRANE ASSISTED 
TWO-STOREY FLATS. 











flats and two pairs of 
houses, shown in the 
accompanying photo- 
graph. The larger of 
these groups was 
built with the tower 
crane to a programme 
which, in this case, 
covered only the con- 
struction of the shells 
from d.p.c. to roofed- 
in stage (Fig. 3). The 
other group was built 
to the same _ pro- 
gramme, but again 
with manual labour 
substituted for the 
crane. in materials 
handling. 

Site observation on 
these groups was 
carried out by the 
same methods as were 
used for the earlier 
studies, and so, for 
both the houses and 
flats, a comparison 
was possible between 
the results achieved 
when both the crane 
and a programme had 








Se IO [SC RE Te Ts Ta) 



































Fig. 1.—Layout of crane-assisted and traditionally-built 


houses and flats at Norwich. 




















































TABLE 1|—HOUSES 


Average Man-hours per House for Foundations, 
Shell and Finishings 














Man-hours 
With With 
programme programme 
and crane alone 
Foundations and shell 723 914 
Finishings 865 842 
1,588 1,756 











Building Time for Foundations, Shells and Finishings 
(Working Days) 





With programme and With programme alone 








crane (32 Houses) (12 Houses) 
Programme | Actual Programme | Actual 
132 Kz. 94 | 1324 





TABLE 2.—FLATS 
Average Man-hours for Shells of Two Flats 





Man-hours 





With programme and crane With programme alone 








1,153 1,362 





Building Time for all Shells (Working Days) 











With programme and crane With programme alone 
(20 Flats + 4 Houses) (12 Flats) 
Programme Actual Programme Actual 
56 644 32 484 
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EXCAVATION. 
IN TRENCHES 
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IN FLOOR SLAB. 
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TABLE 3 
Average Man-hours per House 











Without With With 
either crane | programme | programme 
or and crane alone 
programme 
House _ shell 
and founda- 
tions 1,296 723 914 
House _finish- 
ings baa 1,137 865 842 
2,433 1,588 1,756 














and in the crane-assisted group include 
the 20 flats and the two pairs of houses. 
In building these flats there were material 
shortages which delayed both groups by 
about 10 days. The “ actual” figures in 
Table 2 exclude this waiting period. 

To complete the comparison it is useful 
to consider the labour expenditure on 
similar houses on the same site before the 
introduction of the crane and the strict 
method of programming and organisation 
which is essential to its efficient use. 

In considering the difference in per- 
formance revealed by the results in Tables 
1 and 3, it must be borne in mind that 
small variations in the actual figures 
obtained will be found from site to site; 
even on different sites with nominally the 
same organisation there will be differences 
arising from many random causes. It is 
clear, however, that the saving in labour 
expenditure on house shells by the use 
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FOUNDATIONS AND SHELLS TO ROOFED IN STACE FINISHINGS 
[TOTAL | 
STACE MEN | HRs joars PAPTES STACE 
EXCAVATE FOUNDATIONS el] 3 e PLUMBER 
CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS ey; 3 e 
BRICKWORK TO ORC. e+e] 6 | & | 384) @ CARPENTER FIXINGS 
BACKFILL AND HAROCORE e]3 e 
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SCAFFOLDING ais 6 [26 624 PLAS 
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TOTAL FOUNDATIONS ANO SHELLS 272) 624 ELECTRICIAN Sue - Conrmacroe 
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of the crane and programming is around 
600 man-hours per house, when compared 
with earlier performance without the 
crane. Of this saving, about one-third 
can be attributed directly to the use of 
the crane as a handling aid and the re- 
mainder to the programme and improved 
organisation. The results obtained with 
the flats are consistent with this result. 
The saving on finishings must, of course, 
be attributed to the effect of the pro- 
gramme and improved organisation. It 
would seem therefore that, of the total 
saving on this particular site, a consider- 
able proportion arises from the organi- 
sational improvements rather than from 
the crane viewed solely as a handling aid. 
It should be emphasised, however, that on 
this particular site the improved con- 
ditions were actually stimulated by the 
introduction of the crane and to this ex- 
tent the whole savings here were indirectly 
due to it. 


The conclusion to be drawn from this 
work is that the benefits obtained from the 
use of the crane will vary with the 
efficiency of organisation normally 
obtaining with the contractor. High 
savings are to be expected with building 
organisations of around normal produc- 
tivity. It is to be emphasised, however, 
that even on an already well organised 
site, where the savings due to the pro- 
gramme alone could not be expected to 
play such an important -part, the savings 





@ NUMBER OF UNSKILLED MEN NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN 
PROCRAMME TO BE DECIDED ON SITE. 


AVENUE NORWICH. 





WORKING PROGRAMME BY NORMAL METHODS. 
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Fig. 3.—Shell programme for five blocks of four “‘R”’ flats and two pairs of “X’? 
houses (crane-built) (20 dwellings). 


on the foundation and shell of a house 
might be expected to be around 200 man- 
hours. Even at standard wage rates this 
would yield a saving of around £15 per 
house after paying 16s. per hour—about 
£25 per house—for the cost of the crane. 
To this must be added any saving result- 
ing from the reduction of building time. 
In this connection it will be noted that in 
the crane-assisted groups the actual 
building time was much closer to the 
programme than in the manually-operated 
groups, with a subsequent saving in site 
and office overheads. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Thanks are due to Mr. H. C. Rowley, 
MICE, MIMunk, the City Engineer at 
Norwich, for the provision of the facili- 
ties and for his continued interest in these 
studies. 

The work forms part of the programme 
of the Building Research Board and this 
paper appears by permission of the Direc- 
tor of Building Research. 


(Crown Copyright Reserved.) 


BUILDING PUBLICATION CEASES 


It has recently been announced that the 
“Building Supervisor,” an official publica- 
tion of the National Federation of Clerks 
of Works and Builders’ Foremen, has 
ceased publication as a quarterly journal. 
The Federation has indicated that it will 
produce an issue in December, 1955, but 
under different management. 


DELAYS IN BUILDING 
CONTRACTS 


[From a Legal Correspondent] 


A CASE of great interest to builders, 

Davis Contractors, Ltd., v. Fare- 
ham Urban District Council, has now 
been decided by the Court of Appeal and 
leave has been given to appeal to the 
House of Lords. 

The facts of the case were briefly 
these. The plaintiffs agreed to build 
78 houses for the district council 
at Fareham at a price of £92,425 8s. 4d., 
subject to adjustments. The houses 
should have been completed _ in 
eight months, but owing to unfore- 
seen shortage of labour the work took 
22 months. Delay was due to an un- 
expected lag in demobilisation and 
shortage of labour. The contractors 
claimed that they were entitled to claim 
not on the contract terms but on the 
basis of quantum meruit or the ordinary 
value of the work done, and the arbitra- 
tor, who agreed with their contentions, 
awarded them an extra £17,258 13s. 1d. 

When the case came before Lord God- 
dard two points arose from the arbitra- 
tor’s award; one, whether under the 
terms of the contract the contract was 
to come to an end because of delay; and, 
secondly, whether under the ordinary 
rules of law irrespective of contract the 
contractors could claim in excess of the 
contract price. There was a letter which 
was attached to the tender which read: 
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“ Our tender is subject to adequate sup- 
plies of material and labour being avail- 
able as and when required to carry out 
the work within the time specified.” 

The Lord Chief Justice held that on 
the wording of the contract of which this 
letter was part, the contract itself pro- 
vided that in the contingency that had 
happened the contract was at an end. 
When the matter came before the Court 
of Appeal they disagreed with this view 
but asked the arbitrator to give more 
specific findings on the second point of 
the case. As a result, when these findings 
were received they were considered by a 
new court. 

Briefly the findings of this court were 
these. Lord Justice Parker thought that 
the letter itself was not part of the final 
contract and Lord Justice Morris thought 
that it was. The argument, however, fol- 
lowed Lord Justice Denning in assum- 
ing that it was. Lord Justice Parker said 
that assuming the letter was incorporated 
the contract was to be interpreted as 
allowing protection to the contractors 
against penalties for delay, not in releas- 
ing the contractors from their obliga- 
tions under the contract. The main point 
of argument, however, was whether, out- 
side the terms of the contract, the lack 
of labour had the effect of frustrating the 
contract. 

In finding for the Corporation the Court 
had to distinguish the well-known case 
of Bush v. Whitehaven Trustees. In that 
case a Mr. Bush had agreed to build a 
water main. The contract was made in 
June and the work was to be done in the 
next few months during the dry summer 
months. The trustees did not give him 
possession of the site until October. 
Despite the fact that there was an ex- 
press clause in the contract saying that 
if the site was not available the contrac- 
tor could get an extension of time but 
not an increase in payment, it was held 
that Bush could get extra payment. The 
distinction made was that the Whitehaven 
Trustees had been instrumental in pre- 
venting Bush from starting his contract, 
whereas in the Davis Contractors’ case 
there had been no influence on circum- 
stances by either party, but the delay was 
relatal to the ordinary labour difficul- 
ties. 

It had at one stage been argued before 
the arbitrator that workers had not been 
available for the contract because the 
council had licensed other work at the 
time, but no finding was made by the 
arbitrator to this effect. The principle 
enunciated is that if the conduct of one 
of the parties, although not amounting to 
breach of contract, reacts to the detri- 
ment of the other party he should not 
be allowed to take advantage of it. "There 
was recognised to be a certain limit in 
dealing with the principle of frustration. 
Bargains were every day being affected 
by rises in price, depreciation of currency, 
unexpected obstacles to execution, and 
Viscount Simon’s judgment in British 
Movietone, Ltd., v. London and District 
Cinemas, Ltd., refers to these events. 

At the conclusion of his judgment in 
the Davis Contractors’ case Lord Justice 
Denning said: ‘We could seriously 
damage the sanctity of contracts if we 
allowed a builder to charge more simply 
because without anyone’s fault the work 
took him much longer than he thought.” 
The Court of Appeal therefore decided 
that the builder could only obtain the 
contract price. 
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Cross-beams are inserted in cut-away sections in the columns 
and grouted. 


CATERHAM SECONDARY SC HOOL, ILFORD 


LL. the reinforced concrete columns used in the con- 

struction of this building are factory precast in one 
length, including those in the three-storey section, and the 
beams are joined to them without recourse to projecting 
brackets and haunches. It is believed that both these 
methods, which were developed by Concrete, Ltd., of Lon- 
don, are new in precast work. All the precast units are 
hoisted into position by a mobile crane. This is claimed to 
be quicker and cheaper than normal methods. 

The same firm have also introduced an improved 
“Bison” plank floor, which consists of specially shaped 
prestressed concrete planks upon which is poured a 2} in. 
topping of concrete. It is claimed that the floor combines 
the advantage of the in situ method with the speed and The columns in this three-storey section of the Caterham 
simplicity of a precast floor. Secondary School, Ilford, were factory precast in one length. 
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March a Obligations of Building Con- March 10. 2 Pil Mechanics in the Building In- Guildhall, Wrexham. 7 p 
tractors,”” by John J. Clarke, MA, FSS, LMTPI, dustry,’’ by I. K. Nixon, AMICE, etc., of Soil March ‘24. —‘* Design Development and Production 
Barrister-at-Law. Technical College, Hempstead- Mechanics, Ltd. Municipal College, Burnley. of a New Traditional House,’” by G. Grenfell Baines, 
er? Mog pan 7 p.m. 7.15 p.m. ARIBA, — Kirby Grammar School, Middles- 
March 3.—‘‘ Colour in Building,’’ by R. F. Wilson, March 10.—‘‘ Site Investigation,” by F. D. C. brough. 7 p 
FRSA, Art Director, British Colour Council. The Henry, AMICE, AMJIStructE, etc., University of March 25. ak Small Heating and Ventilating In- 
Hammersmith School of Building, Lime Grove, Leeds. Schofield aac College, Park-road, Mex- stallations,’”” by E. W. Herrington, AMIMechE, 


Shepherds Bush, W12. 7 p.m borough. 7.15 p AMIHVE, Senior Engineer, MoW. Lippe College, 
March 7.—‘‘ The Thermal Insulation of Buildings,”’ March 10.—‘‘ Productivity in House Building,’”’ by Tonbridge Road, Maidstone. 7.15 p 

by J. Lawrie, Member Executive Committee, Structural A. E. Chittenden, AMICE, etc., MoW. South-West March 29.—'* Good _ Practice .  Plambing, % (by 

Insulation Association; London manager, Fibreglass, Essex Technical College and School of Art, Forest- F. N. Shimmin, AMICE, FRSanlI, etc., Senior Sani- 

Ltd. Mark Hall eee School, First Avenue, road, Walthamstow, E17. -1S p.m. tary Engineer, MoW. Medway College of Technology, 

Harlow, Essex. 8 p March 14.—‘* The Thermal Insulation of Buildings,” High-street. Chatham. 7 p.m. 


March 7.—* Smali Teton and Ventilating Installa- by C. L. Haddon, FRIC, etc., Member, Executive March 29.—*‘ Incentives for the Building Industry,’” 
tions,”” by, A. N. Robinson, AMIMechE, Engineer, Committee, Structural Insulation Association. Public by A. Armitage, President, Scarborough and District 
MoW. Technical College, Blyth-road, Worksop. Library, Corporation-street, Chesterfield. 7.15 p.m. Building Trades Association. Public Library, Scar- 
7.15 p.m. March 14.—‘* The Programming of Building Con- borough. 7 p.m 

March 8.—‘* Powered Hand Tools,”” by A. F. tracts,”” by W. Buckle, Building Research Station, March 30.—‘‘ Concrete Placing and Formwork,”’ by 
Coare, ABICC. Municipal College, — Dept., DSIR. Crown and Anchor Hotel, Ipswich. 7.15 p.m. A. B. Harman, AMICE, etc., George Wimpey & 
Shelley Park, Boscombe, Bournemouth. 7 p March 15.—‘* Advantages of Thermal Insulation of Co., Ltd., Research Department. Technical College, 

March 8.—‘* Prestressed Concre* e,”’ by E "Walley, Building Structures,’? by A. M. Palmer, AMIMechE,  Erith-road, Belvedere, Erith, Kent. 7.15 p.m. 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 





CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





|= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

_for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of — should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


ASGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Borsueis of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast d 143 q 
Pit Sand noe ant baa mee aaa _ Rack? ie 
W: shed Sand . es if —- ke - pe 1.3 8 
. Shingle .. ce Os wed axe iv a 100 
ii n. Broken Brick... eee ~~ wot ‘ca ‘a 19 3 
Pan Breeze : i 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3 0 9 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Inciuding non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
\ion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site oa “aa .. per ton 416 6 
| to 6 tons, site wh eae me ‘a S$ 36 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 
upwards to site ise ‘ia ‘ mee a6 ee 46 
|to6ton~ do. SME as ies roe 2a 513 6 


Aguacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots Sus Pe 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. = ton. 


White Portland Cement ee a 12 17 0 

Under | ton per cwt. as @ 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 69 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and up - <a 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton aig at Railway Depot, 

London’ aaa + @ 2.3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks iss a8 ae .. perl,000 11 7 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... ees oe eee aes - 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... io 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2¢in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. wa 

District Commons ve - es a 

Cellular do. due eee - eee ee aa Sis 6 

Keyed do. es ne ens ‘aa ar pie 515 0 

Rustics aa iae ee ree re oie eS 618 O 

Cellular Rustics ... ae aed oak Ae o 618 0O 

Single Bullnose do. Me es dee rer pe 613 0 

Sandfaced . ae ise 7B 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ae ss 24 19 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) au aes is 25 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... ace seer ae 22 11 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ace sing age 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _. a S § 6 
2hin. Best aaaaibed Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) - ‘ 24 6 O 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) i. i 
2i in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 

(London Sites) a 13 19 6 
2i in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 

Sites) Pn 14 6 
2) in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) % 1411 0 
23 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi- -Colour. Facings 

(London Sites) » Sideke *@ 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London Sites) tee ” Po 36 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London Sites) ... i aha mt iF $6 








£ « .¢ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites) . per 1,000 41 10 0 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Mult: Stock Facings 
(London Sites) - 13 6 O 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock | Facings 
(London Sites) pA 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, E Brown— 
Stretchers... : . fF 64 0 0 
Headers : a NE aa os 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 43 in. Flats ree <a pe 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ad dea vee rs 85 0 0 
Double Headers aa pes ae aa pe 77 10 O 
One side and twoends .... Wes ats Sie Bs 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend .... wide ae nde S 89 10 OU 
Splays and Squints a sa 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 
plus 73% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow Cay Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
: lorry loads. 
Sie. 2 oa xe 140 yds. as ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
2p ime - «.: ioe we. 140 yds. cau oe as 4 6 
cee eee kag 120 yds. ae | pe S24 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. tea ie as Gal 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
ig 4c ae ae 100 yds. a he = Be 
y | me aa 85 yds. aad Pes ad 42 
Saee c4 aes va 75 yds. -_ ae ed 5 0 
4in. . 55 yds. 2 ta i 6 2 
CRANHAM 
2 in. pA 6 8 
2+ in pa ta 
3 in. ee 8 7 
4in. ... ae sia _ a ea an a 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality ... ica ee ade a ll 8 
FLoor BLocks 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads sa ‘iste oie ce .. per1!,000 32 11 O 
4 in. de. 5: nas ae ‘ai es ai ~ 34 18 O 
5 in. ar das ae aus mae ee Pe 41 11 0 
6 in. ile ce eu + ais és pe 46 16 0 
7 in. Oe ss Pie e ‘ea a poe a 56 18 O 
8 in. dae «:. we sige baa ave ta ‘a 66 14 O 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons Rnd 2 tons 

Best Quality +674% +974% 107}% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +107," +37 tio +1074% 
Tested Quality +374%,+674% +374% 44.9749 +3745 + 107 3 
B.S.S. Tested do. +4742+673°2 +474%+49742 +4749 +1074, 
3 in. Land eo ~— — 12 in. ne. --» per 1,000 10 13, é 
4 in. do. Pe a my 20 
STONE r 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park aad re ‘an -» per ft. cube 7 10 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground Bs 8 10 


Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. DeliveredLondonarea_,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area. ... ats on 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. om 
Southern Region a 8 14 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood, oil Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-t6n lots. 
9in. X 3 in. Rubbed, — nen and 


stooled cills Ka . perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do . eae “ 2-6. @ 
12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated sa 6.4 
12 in. xX 3 in. Weathered and twice throated atte Bi 2 4 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. Pa 23:3 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top’ and face . 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 9 








FHE BUILDER 


s. d. 


— 
WaI0OW oO ~~ WwW 
eo 


— 


— 
\Oo B&D CO WO oO 


DAANDOOCOHRSCS 


NS) 
AONDCOROCOH 


£95 to £100 
0 


—_ 


acconce 


_ 
we a 
ao AS nooo 


—OonWN 
= 
Aw & 

SS ad 


CWOOSSOOANAAA 


310 
STONE—continued £ 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1 
Do. do. = one chips baad - faced 
brickwork a “ee 1 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge __ per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ... per ft. cube : 
12 in. X6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, "in random sizes per yd. sup 2 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ; a ef. “ae 29 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district a 47 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 13 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district 13 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 
Machine-made Hip =e ad tiles - 1 
Concrete tiles 104 x 2 
do. 7A AE (49S) .. 18 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 
aa x 42 113 
a 32 93 
22 x Il 84 
20 x 12 79 
20 19 74 
18 x 10 53 
sx 9 47 
16 x 10 44 
16 x 8 34 
Note. —Breakage in transit purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality do. 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. es £106 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. ies do. per ft. cube 1 
do. Honduras do. ... do. a 3 
Oak European do... do. a 2 
do. Japanese do. ‘ do. a 2 
do. English Logs sawn do. 1 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ‘ 3 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. me 1 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal + eae 4in deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 a ne each ] 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 : ee - ~~ a 1 
2 ft. 6 in. 6 ft. 6 in. bee eee ae Ses 1 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ese abe wie 1 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee ‘isi ae ~ 2 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. si 565 sae ‘ 2 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oa aie ae z 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eee on ee 2 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ee per yd. 
4 in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... at om 
2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton) ... —_ 55 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to lton) ... aos s 
3 in. do. ed oy s. to 1 ton) = 
Quantities under 1 ton a d Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
J in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
- 100 sq. ft. 2 
qin. or wee - ion axe eee o Bes 2 
in. 
ts in. Asbestos Flat Building $ Sheets Y : per yd. sup 
—_" Felt, 1- ed ou a bye pa 
y : ame eee a s 
Best Scotch Giub, in slabs - perscwt 5 
do. pea ” 5 
Croid Glue... 28 Ib. 2 
= Nails 3 in. (1-ton ots) : per ton 58 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . ee 54 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) per cwt. 2 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 2 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6 in. x 5.in., 8in. x 5 in., 8 in. xX 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. — cut to vintage delivered London 
area ove per ton 38 
Extra for sizes ; 
3in. x 1}in., 4in. x Idin. ... ae én ‘ 3 
3in. X 3 in. ne. ~ om Re 2 
4in. x 3in., 103 in. Xx 4h i Rie as obs as ee 1 
5in. x 24 in., Sin. x 3 in. =i ve eee - 1 
43 in. x 13 in. neti : e. ae = i 3 


— 
o 
cocce 





Sin. x 44 in. 7in. X 34 in. 13 in. xX Sin. ... per ton 
6in. x 3 in. 24in. x 74in. ais oem ons i 
6in. X 44in 7in. X 4in. 8in. x 4in. ... a 
9in. x 4 in. 10 in. X 5 in. ren sm “ 
12 in. x Sin. 22 in. X 7 in. ats Aas nae 
9 in. xX 7in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
14in. x 54 in. 14 in. xX 6in. 14 in. X 8 in. 
1S5in. x Sin. 15in. X 6in. 16 in. X 6in. oe 
16 in. x 8in 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
18in. x 8in 20 in. x 64 in. 20in. xX 74 in. 
Steel angles average price ar =e ae ae ae 
Steel tees average price see ase ooo + 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted - ae gee ase ae 
Compound girders ase oa ae Aap aoe we 
Stanchions ane ane aa a aoe is 
Compound stanchions a vee ase m 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aie <as a 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to — ex om 
Stock § in. diam., and cited ‘ 
4 in. diam. ban - ce “per ton extra 
fs in. do. ae ae Re ae és ‘s 
# in. do. ~ oie a wee oe 
4 in. do. ate eee one a as " 


MILpD Steet TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings 
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List prices and following discounts : 
Malleable Fittings 


Class A — +% se : 
ClasB + 83% Light + ~ 24% Malleable List— 35% + 40° 
ClassC + 25° Heavy + 314% 
Black— 
Class A — 214% : 
Class B — 11% Light + 113% Malleable List — 35% 
Class C + 14% Heavy + 193% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths . 
top 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. = as — AP eee 3/34 2/11 /10 
34 in. sue a BS ae scx POPE 3/2 /10 
4 in. =m aes ae : 4/74 3/7 1/3 
44 in. eos aie ate as we tori 4/- 1/6 
5 in. aoe So > Se 4/4 1/9 
“C. | ” G. GUTTERS 
3 in. sae eee 3/10 1/- 
34 in. pa _ per ee os ae 3/10 1/3 
4 in. ave oe eae as << Oi 4/- 1/6 
44 in. wes ee a ae aA 5/8 4/7 1/9 
5 in. at : 6/23 5/3 o- 
CL. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ences Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. ‘se 7/04 3/7 5/2 
24 in. 7/04 4/- 6/11 
3 in. 7/A1 5/- 7/6 
34 in. 9/- 5/11 of 
4 in. 10/5 7/2 10/8 
LCC. CoaTeD SoiL PI1Pes 
2 in. ane ae 8/- 6/2 7/6 
24 in. eas ees See ae vs «BIS 6/10 9/4 
3 in. asm ais sa eas os SSE 7/6 11/1 
3} in. oe ieee). Aue eA” |e ee 9/4 12/11 
4 in. 12/04 10/5 15/3 


and tonnage allowance. 
L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
4 in. sb aon ood 2 7 24/10 17/3 
6 in. oes ass soe we 36/10 36/- 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
in. 24 in 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... soo GER 2e5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches sas s 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse +3 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. go. oe 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. mayne _ yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Dropends ... each 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends _... as ‘i /10 /il 1/- 
Angles ae ats * 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles ooo oon 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... cas is 1/5 1/8 2/1 
Assestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. ae -per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/0 3/7 
Dropends . -- Cach 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Stop ends sae Sass ates /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles exe eos oa ee 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles eae sie ee 2/5 2/8 2/il 


Union Clips ... ee | 1/1 1/2 1/4 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated Ist February, 1955, NET 
4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


Branches 
30/6 
62/- 








Febru 


MET 


jron- 


Mild 


Screw 
hea 
Toilet 
Screw 
do. 
Doub 
Heav! 
Plum! 
iro! 


Caps 
Prass 


Lead 
screé 
Lead 
Solde: 
Plu 
Tin 
Blo 
Copp 
and 


-_ 
Counce UM 
> 


uv 
0 
6 
0 


~ 
NONANA 
So 


ounts : 


+ 40% 





February 18 1955 


METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 

£ wd. 

Jron—Staffordshire cues \meatamese at ted gas 4117 6 


Mild Steel Bars ‘ie a .. 3714 0 

Mild Steel Hoops ... aye waa rae ass aa ae a 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. sc solegpasall ae eT 
20 gauge ... we ae aes ape aaa are Ge 
24 gauge ... po an ae ads fee cox , Sa 
26 gauge . 54 16 0 

Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... ote aa ae axe ise ia Je 6 
24 gauge ... Wi eae ae ane san one itn 
26 gauge . : abt id a>» GIE-6 

Galvenlana Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ... ae ane wu Pty <a ae ss 
24 gauge ... ose ass aa das ee: me v« O19 6 
26 gauge ... ay i Ae Sea a ae ow. C8 4G 


PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copprr, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


All per doz. sin. jin. Lin. 1}in. I}in. 2in 
Screwdown bib cocks Cues 
head foriron ... 77/— 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 99/- 142/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/— 323/6 462/— 815/- 


do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 419/- 554/6 1234/3 


Double nut boiler screws .- 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass ~— ' to 
iron a a 17/4 21/—- 34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
I}in. 1fin. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws .. 29/9 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 137/6 
Rrass sleeves... sa “ 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
“th x 6lb. 14 x 61b.2 x 71b.3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass snenane 
screws es 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. ae 77/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder 3& 
Plumbers’... was ane Ge per Ib. 2 3 
Tinmen’s_... dee ie ie Bee as - 42 
Blow p pipe 4 3 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 41id. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
sin. X 19 gauge a 12} Total per Ib. 53% 
fin. 619 aa 10% ae as 5i 
| nets; ae 94 ihe a sl 
tin. x 18 ,, ey 8} anil a 49 
Isin. x 18 ,, Ree 8} snow’ ha 494 
2 i. <r 10} 51} 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price eB & 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... .«. perton 419 15 0O 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots gaa per cwt. 8 6 9 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. ie 8 4 9 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. 8 3 6 
Brass tubes basic mee ae mee and manufactur- 
ing extras aaa per lb. 2 84 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£ sd 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 142 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils oe ty ve 143 10 O 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. es 145 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. as ae ‘3 147 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe “es = 145 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities one 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ; ... per cwt. 2 6 
3 cwt. do. S5cwt. es ee sae Sas an 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. ea wis ‘s 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton t € 6 
do. White do. do. a es 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. bee a F.-2.G 
do. Fine do. do. oe pa Tit -@ 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads Ace oes re = 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. <i ee oe me ss $32 6 
Lump Lime do. aia eo $ 2 0 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads es 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 2a < 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads Re moe a 2.6 -3 
2 ee percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ; in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd y 
1,200 yds. . pe ye 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
2 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. — over in one 
beni Delivered s MBS 3 ne ~ ye 
1,200 yds. ... ‘“ = aes ‘as as “* 2 5} 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £ s.d. 
Ceiling Distemper... we wee ead «. percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper <a ona aes “ 3-20 
Gloss Paint sf pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 0O 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 - Jotsin 1 1 gal. tins pergal. 3 2 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ke: percwt. 619 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. Les ” 2 o'*@ 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra «.. per gal. 12 0 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ice per at fe 12 6 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra fa an 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... = aa 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ~ <s 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... : aad sii a ye 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. — per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ee per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside aaa ... per gal 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. “ te “ca aes ‘a 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside tae oad wad a 2 6.6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... oe me a pS 200 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... Lip Pee rey pe 214 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish ren rey —_ ae a 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... aa die ree ana ie aa '¢ 
Japan Gold Size oa aie aaa dea oa es 1 12.6 
Black Japan ... eae mes a fad ae a 114 0 
Brunswick Black <a aa aes aaa pe a 110 0 
Berlin Black ... re fea He ida <a < | ete soe 
Terebene oa aaa ond ‘a sce 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... an aa Fen a 2.2408 
French and Brush Polish (do.) oa aaa ni pa 118 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. bes 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5 
24 Oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” 7 
26 Oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” 10 
32 oz. »” ” ” ” 1 1 
$ in. Rolled Plate ‘ aaa oes — : 2 


fs in. and } in. Rough Cast 
} in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns : 


White 9 
do. Standard Tints 1 44 
do. Special Tints ... re es aaa be 2-3 
+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating tat pee 83 aa jet 
tin. Wired Cast | ee 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 5? x 53 x 37 in. 29 
P.B.3 7} x 72 x 3¢ in. 4 2 
P.B.32 72 x 7} x 3¢ in. 42 
Repaes canned Blocks to poe »” with— PoP 
P.B. 3 6 9 
P.B. 32 ‘ ed 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Clie, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. . E ig 
cae Sa a 5 ft. sup. Ce 
ase a <a 45 ft. sup. + I 
1” 8 » 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
fin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates sueeadion 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G. G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one shins or 135 in. 
both ways ad 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto eae aaa dae | ae 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto eas ose 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. aes 


Description of Glass quantity s. 


18 oz. sheet O.Q. ee wae ea ad ..- 3,000 th 
yy a * ae aaa poe aS ... 2,000 64 
26-085 * “ae os ome ros aaa 2,000 73 
32 oz. pe 2,000 10} 
} in. Rolled Plate 1,000 7; 


4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White * 1,000 7k 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 


and Spotlyte... 1,000 10 
& in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... oe ae oo. : 7 


4 in. Georgian Wired Cast... iw aed eee 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 














































































































































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
BIE siisstvetccssecenrcctie A P ‘ MNES, gsc caccaias ethics pec A 
Aberdare ....... nt Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. 
Abergavenny . aX Craftsmen ... re _— 3/94 3/9 3/84 3/8 Sittingbourne 
ee ee SN. se I, aS see UD. 

I ‘own, jrade. own, rade. ‘own. rade, — 
Aileen 8 | oa Grade | Gade. | Graje, | Selord UD 
Ajdershot District.. A2 Burnham-oa Coach os a me on aes aie eiatih tek << 62 Al a =f ~ Smethwick C.B. 
Alfreton U.D........ et Barta Retention Te | eee - Snettisham_ .......... 
eee - - leetwood Lyneham (Devon).. es 
Alnwick ......... Al Burton-on-Trent Flint Somerset, County of 
Altrincham .. Hk. ted Biilisansa Macclesfield an Southampton ................. A 
Amble....... “Al | Bary Si. Edawads “AL | Primton == : Maldnone ».. PS ~-ypueenorerione 
hi: a Al . rome mee ea aidstone .... + Sout Se eset ededats Biases 
we zy at Buxton sscipestapnennene ne; oe IES i Maltby ........... sar" South Shields CB. * . 
Andover ....... .A2 ommee Sbhsenes oe Gainsborough RJA. <csc0ck A Seer eee --- ae eraitieg UD. x Si Ae 
sy -- shbe soe A2 Calder Vall R arr NEE ~svncnysicanboubedasicea A alve: De... oe taffor: es sexe ay 
Arundel . mage Gada Coen ee Gillingham (Kent).. «ant Manchester ..... A in ie ee sess 
NOE ovasssbesccsrsicesesazonce A2 Oe ee seco Manningtree ...... Al Stamford M.B. .. Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A reas Mansfield M.B. .. A Stantonwick ch 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... ‘ Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ih + a eaeseeseecens rc Stevenage A 
Ashford (Kent) ........ uA | eee AL BALS oo. eeeeeeeesecsenescees tockport 7 A 
Ashford (Middlesex).........A oS A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. A 
Ashington A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 Gosport WA Maryport | -.-sssssssssssssesses A Stockton-on-Tees Bee 
ye wor 5 Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tA2 ence nr A soe oll U.D.. . Pe eh a C.B. ae 
Ashton-under-Lyne A TS pp ite a0 A ravesen A | Meiksham ............ sees toke Orchard ........ Al 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 Castleford... ait Great Yarmouth See: A Melton Constable............ A2 Stourbridge M.B. . ct 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ............ iat Grimsby C.B. art) A Mclton Mowbray U.D.....Al Stourport U.D. .... aay 
Aylesbury .A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith habe Grimsby R.D. paces ms A2 DOTTIE. 5. .sescreo0s- Stowmarket ............. Al 
Aylesby (Yorks). ar Charmy Down _ ........+...... A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B....... A 
PIII winsduconcancnnsecane Chatham & District net) Guilsborough fe a Middleton Sunderland District ......... A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. .........A Guiseley ......... ae * Middlewich ... Sunningdale .................. Al 
i SER nee A2 Chelmsford ) A Milford Haven . : Sutton Coldfield M.B. ...... A 
Bakewell U.D.. | =... “| Dameown M8. “A | Morecambe ..... nd Swaffham —o.s.sscesseessses A2 
Banbury ee ap” A2 Chepstow ... TAI a eee - ee ssesesees as Swanage Al 
Sorened astle = Chertsey .. Pie 4 Hatesheld mee undesiey .. Swansea ..... oxi 
Barmoldewick UD. wn | Chater ii gcecnceA | Harlow sn: OR | Nagewie Swindon 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Chesterfield R.D. |...........A ne geseom ¥ Newark-on-Trent R.D. Tamworth M.B. A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... a ne col A ee ATE Tenterden “A? 

(exc. Thrussington A2)...A CS eee A2 p> weer - Newcastle-on-Tyne A Tewkesbury AS 
Barry — ........eseeee--s seseeeenses A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere "A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Trained Haven: om 
Basford ee ee — ham Within and Harden- Rathi... A2 New Forest District......... Al Thetford ......... wy) 
Bh sens _— ds A = —_ CR RET A2 Hatfiean (Herts. A Lee araaditican . Al Thorpe Bay .....--...-- hs 

BSLOKE cess eeeseeeeeeeees OTTSY —secee ee Haywards Heath .... A2 lewport, Mon. .............+- A Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
Batley pepeeunen” es elgg <— Hemel Hempstead ... vA ae cy —— ie wil North of, to Billericay A 
Baxterley Canvesen AL Henley-on-Thames eR 4 Notthallerton Dist. ’A RUM sik 2 sccenbenkebduinons A 

H T 

Beaconsfield & District Al ee A2 N ‘odmorden A 
senile Cleveleys .. A Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tA2 orthampton C.B... A Tonbridge... Al 
. Clitheroe .......... or RAED GURY... <0ccs icovcesssesee A2 North Shields ... A Torquay... Al 
Coalville U.D. .... A Hertford —....c.secsevse: wee Norton Radstoc 1 Totnes ....... mee 
Cobham (Surrey) — A Hexham U.D. . ne Norwich ...... A Trowbridge ...... vv Al 
Colchester ....... A Heysham ......... oss Nottingham C. vA Tunbridge Wells .. Al 

pr we seers A High Wycombe .. Al Nuneaton M.B. vA Tynemouth CB .cccishre 
ya i a = Highworth ....... : A2 Oakham U.D .A2 ewinahamn thiiend Al 

inckley ° “ am wA Pr 
nsett Tr Hitchin .......... ey Ongar .... A Uttoxeter U.D. .. AZ 
Conway ersssseeserers A Hoddesdon .. eas Ormskirk A Wakefield ....... ~,” 
jean SOE S ---tS Horley oo. »A2 Ossett and Horbury ........A Wallsend B. .. ie 
yee, “sereeee a Horsham AZ i, ES uA alsall C.B. .. co 
Cranbrook _... »A2 Horwich ....... ack Oxted ..... oct Walsden .......... sock 
pene Maa sees eee _ Hoddersfieké oak Paignton Al Walton-ca-tase Al 
sia ree ee eee ----A | Peterboroush ; ; BTC aseesecceoses A 
Basiitcon Son ‘A2 CLEWE oesesererseneees vk Hunstanton ........ 2 saat Soke |. - Warminster ..A2 

; : : Cromer ......... Al Huntingdon (Staffs).........+.. A pean? eres Warrington —...... a 
Biggleswade ---A2 Crowborough ch? ms - rane | seccencesecs 4 Warwick M.B * 
Billericay ...... pee 5 A2 JOY nc swe sscccccercceccccescocess VIIOUED. 2 .ccccccccevcsvecccceses Welli U D r at 
POE inénsnoncnee ach Ingatestone . Al PNEINIE. © cc icursccscunseverees A ciington U.D. +A 
Billingham UD. NA Dalton-in-Furness ..........-. A Ipswich  .......-.- ok Pontypridd District... ay bo ah tg -A2 
MUMEMIEND og p.cscaccosssesssaso A Darlington Disteict ar Isle of Sheppey .. .A2 Portishead ........0.c00. A Welw n Gan A 
Birchington ae Se. ee Ra ah Isle of Thanet.. «A2 Portland Stoneyards WA We Bt ae - & A 
EPRONIWAR — ..s0s0s0scseevenses: * Deal eee -A2 ble of Wight ..... ws: Portsmouth ae A gata _ 
Birmingham C.B.. ee 7 nbigh Town . . Jarrow M.B A ort t. Ay Ww a 

F ibe « sees estcliff-on-Se: A 
Bishop Auckland............... A Derby C.B. ..... oA Keighley "A Preston ....... vA Waite he ‘Al 
Bishop’s Stortford.. A | rs Rae a sk Ww, M r 
Bispham .............. A Devon, County of . .fA2 endal ............. A Pulborough  ............cce0ee A2 eston-super-Mare _...... A 
Blackburn A SS ES, A Kenilworth U.D.. vA Weybridge A 
ceed - Didcot . wet Kettering M.B. sooo Radnorshire, County of $A2 Weymouth 
Blackwell RD. LA UN cestenasdaatle "A2 cee lenge aaa Rayleigh. AZ Ro Mcgee = ~ 
Blaydon U.D.... A wel CB. a lerminster ak ayleigh . stable an trict ... 

: King’s Lynn ........... Al Reading WERIOUS | séscnccsvesecdiasives A 
Blidworth ...... A Dorking cvseesnsevssrasescueosed pogo cel a Rater Bo Widnes a 
Blyth A Dorset, County of (except 

gg Sis se - ino | Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D. Wigan ... ep 
Bognor Regis.. A2 Ramon eatllieags Kirkham x Redhill and Reigate ......... A Wigton ‘A2 
srg ig ah = eeu perth ) A Knaresborough U.D. «st NORD wniscccscescwecceivecs «AZ Willington a apei 
Bolton ee Dovecot : REQOWISY ose pcccacacterees Jal Rochdale ............sesseseerees A Wilmslow _........ ck 
Bourne End .-.s--scecceccseoe Al Driffield U.D. ERGCAMET ...0000.505 ak + pene ee one bs sage County of.. tA2 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. .. Leamington M.B. sous Ru “ aie ee b armel sreeeceee ae 
SS Rae A2 — five seniemnead sar " ce y me “ nose ba mono —* “~ 
oS eee aes Oe A unstable ..... ee “pena ee ust ron Walden . A2 zy 
Bradford-on-Avon --A2 RPMS. iccsscossconsesses Leicester C.B. .... a. St. Albans ... A be DB veeseeeeseenees A2 
Braintree eae Al Reins retchwo Buzzard. ai =. Helens 3 A Worn uiiaiaiaase” Al 
Breconshire, unty oO} eS Sere ee eee tchworth ..... te PNOOTB aces A nage 
Brent Knoll EE on hide y eee: fe ee A2 | Salisbury City A2 | Wokingham ......... A2 
Brentwood ah | Bees ee Lichfield Mi. A BAIS File once AR re Sn vccsne 
Bridlington . i Piha Valo & District... A. Lincoln C.B. ee Sawbridgeworth ... ae < bs neceney seeeecees A2 
Brierfield A page es A2 Littlehampton ... A2 Saxmundham +A a a 
Brighouse .... ar EI Be Liverpool ......... ee Scarborough ... ae her nee ey sooee vA 
Brighton .... ih Sapine elon aarie isatedno ce Al somienye pes uA orksop M.B. A 
Bristol ....... me ry lanelly ..... seen OY is dasivasds eer = 4 

: BEXOUCE  ccvcccccccccccvcccccccosece A 
Broadstairs.......... A2 London ........ ceo Sevenoaks .. Al : 
— U.D. ee Fakenham Long Eaton ............ nen Sheerness copie ! 
NIE sacisnresesedabsiriom ces A Falmouth .... te Loughborough M.B..........A | Sheffield a one 
Brought (Cheshire) ...... A Fareham ...... POUH NED, 5..:h0c004. ae Shipley .......... LA ymondham A2 
DEEN cicusstncniasanssensett A Faversham ee: A Shoeburyness ...............06+ A OS cate A. A 

















For Sees Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 11d.; Labourers, 3s. 5}d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: —Craftsmen, 3s. 10}d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 5d. Plus 2d. per working day. } This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
‘Women’s Rares.—lIn all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 11d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 
craft processes, 2s. 7d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 316, 
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February 18 1955 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


WELSH FUEL SUPPLIES 


A paper on “ Wales Gas Board—Integra- 
tion of Fuel Supplies” was presented by 
E. M. Edwards, W. T. Hird, S. L. Wright 
and T. S. Ricketts at a meeting of the 
Institute of Fuel, 18, Devonshire-street, Port- 
land-place, W1, held in London on February 
1 ), 


WOOD PRESERVATION 


The record of their 1954 annual conven- 
tion has now been published by the British 
\’ood Preserving Association, and contains 
the papers presented, together with a full re- 
port of the discussions. Copies, price 8s. 6d., 
from their offices at 6, Southampton-place, 
WwCl. 


ASPHALTERS’ ASSOCIATION 


Mr. A. G. Poole, of the Faldo Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., has been reappointed chairman of the 
‘ational Association of Master Asphalters. 
A list of members can be obtained from the 
Association’s secretary at Abbott’s Cham- 
bers, 202, Bishopsgate, London, EC2. The 
Association was reorganised about 18 
months ago, 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


The Federation of Clinker Block Manufac- 
turers at their annual meeting on February 1 
elected the following officers and ceuncil :— 
President, Mr. H. G. Friswell, vice-president, 
Mr. C. W. Buss, hon. treasurer, Mr. J. Reeve; 
council—Messrs. O. Hoskin, L. Herring, 
J. H. Moore, T. K. Macdonald, E. J. Reed, 
D. D. Render, A. L. Wells, W. E. Roberts, 
E. S. Rees, H. Bates, and C. R. Longley; 
trustees—J. L. Chapman and A. G. Story. 


THE EVOLUTION OF BUILDING 


“ Building, the Evolution of an Industry,” 
is the title of a well-produced book by P. 
Morton Shand, with drawings by Charles 
Mozley, recently issued (presumably for 
publicity purposes) by Token Construction 
Co., Ltd., price 15s. The foreword is by 
Mr. Charles Clore. From the Pyramids to 
shell concrete is a far cry, but Mr. Shand 
contrives to give an interesting sketch of 
the course of building development between 
these extremes in, fewer than a hundred 
pages, which include illustrations. A few 
errors may be noted, ie. (p. 48), Coleshill 
is not now attributed to Inigo Jones but 
to Sir Roger Pratt, and (p. 76) the state- 
ment that no churches were built under the 
Commonwealth overlooks Staunton Harold, 
Leicestershire (1653-63). Mr. Mozley’s 
numerous tinted drawings are excellent 
examples of vigorous draughtsmanship. 


HOUSING ESTATE OPENED - 


A ceremony at which the key was handed 
to the final tenant of the Venners Farm 
estate, Crayford, Kent, was performed by 
Dame Evelyn Sharp, DBE, Deputy Secretary 
of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, on February 11. Those pre- 
sent included Mr. N. N. Dodds, MP for the 
constituency, and Councillor J. Kerr, chair- 
man of Crayford UDC. Following the 
opening, the estate was inspected and several 
houses already occupied for some time were 
visited, Altogether 98 houses and 20 gar- 
ages have been erected on this 84-acre estate, 
built by the Frederick Braby Housing As- 
sociation, Ltd. This Association was formed 
in 1951 to provide houses for: employees 
of Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd., whose 
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large modern factory is being completed at 
Thames-road, Crayford, to which are being 
transferred those manufacturing activities 
previously carried on at their Euston-road, 
London, and Deptford Works. The archi- 
tects for the houses, designed in six different 
types ranging from two to four bedrooms, 
incorporating labour-saving devices, are 
Messrs. A. Hargreaves and Partners, of 
Bexleyheath, Kent, and their construction 
was carried out by Messrs. J. Stevens, 
builders, Welling, Kent. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The ‘‘ Thermovent’”’ heating division of E. K. 
Cole, Ltd., have announced the appointment of Mr. 
R. E. G. Duruam as technical sales representative 
for the Midlands Area. 


_Mr. Joun M. Ross, of Expandite, Ltd.’s, export 
division, will be leaving this country on February 20 
for an extensive tour of Spain and Portugal. 


Ebnerite Floors, Ltd., suppliers and layers of 
magnesite jointless composition floors have appointed 
BEAUMONT, PEARCE & Co., 28, Sandhill, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, to act as their Northern England repre- 
sentatives. 


‘STEEL ERECTORS DISPUTE 
More Men Join In 


WITH a settlement of the steel erectors’ 
strike still no nearer, another important site 
became involved in the dispute this week. It 
was the site of the Tilbury power station 
in London where 186 stee! erectors stopped 
work in support of a claim by their union 
for higher pay. 

Other trades on the site were not immedi- 
ately affected to a very great extent, 
although eventually they will be held up if 
the steel erectors stay out. Progress on 
about 30 building sites in the City of Lon- 
don is still being hindered by the strike. 

Representatives of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union have attended meetings 
this week in various provincial centres at 
which developments in the strike have been 
discussed, 


REDUCING THE COST OF 
BUILDING 


£500 in Prizes for New Ideas 


Prizes to the value of £500 for the sub- 
mission of ideas or devices, or improvements 
to existing devices which will reduce the 
cost of building and speed up any of its 
many processes are being offered by Acrow 
(Engineers), Ltd., London. 

The new ideas, etc., must be concerned 
with the following aspects of building con- 
struction and equipment, which are of 
special interest to the company. These in- 
clude steel shuttering and propping with all 
ancillary devices calculated to reduce 
labour costs and eliminate the wasteful use 
of timber; scaffolding of every description; 


-Site-distribution of building materials, in- 


cluding mechanical handling and hoisting 
appliances; and, finally, “ the wide variety of 
builders’ plant, ranging from the smallest 
tool to the heaviest earth-moving equipment 
which gives us our title of *‘ Acrow—the 
builders’ engineers.’ ” 

The first prize will be £250; the second, 
£100; and the third, £50. In addition 
there will be ten prizes of £5 and a special 
prize of £50 for the best suggestion for im- 
proving an existing Acrow product. 

Details of the competition are given in the 
“ Acrow Review” for February. Entries 
must reach the Managing Director, Acrow 
(Engineers), Ltd., South Wharf, Paddington, 
W2, by April 30 next. 
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TRADE NEWS 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Tentest Fibre Board Co., Ltd., have 


announced that the new address of their 
offices is: Fiboard House, Oakleigh- 
gardens, Whetstone, N20 (fel.: Hillside 
8801). ; 


BEADS FOR PLASTER 


With the production of three new steel 
mesh beads, the Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., 
Burwood House, Caxton-street, Westminster, 
SWI, has introduced an economical method 
of achieving a clean, strong edge in certain 
types of plasterwork. All three new beads 
are made from tight coat galvanised steel in 
various lengths up to 10 ft. 


MACHINERY APPROVAL SCHEME 


Massey-Harris-Ferguson have announced 
an approval scheme for machines designed 
and produced by manufacturers other than 
themselves, but which are suitable for attach- 
ment to Massey-Harris and Ferguson tractors 
and equipment. The scheme is designed ‘o 
advise tractor owners which equipment, : in 
the opinion of the company, is most suitable 
for their particular tractors, 


FIGHTING CORROSION 


Methods of preventing corrosion are ana- 
lysed in an article by Mr. W. Kkeonard ‘in 
the winter issue of Building Topics, thé 
house organ of Tretol, Ltd. The article 
also describes the electrochemical causes of 
corrosive reaction, and outlines experiments 
carried out on the problem by the French 
scientist M. De La Rive. Copies of ‘that 
issue of Building Topics, which includes 
articles on bricklaying and concreting in low 
temperatures as well as admixtures for 
concrete, may be obtained from the com- 
pany at The Hyde, NW9. 


ARCHITECT’S DESK DIARY 


A useful 1955 architect’s and builder’s 
desk diary has been published by Hadden, 
Best and Co., Ltd., 16, Strutton Ground, 
Victoria-street, SW1. Apart from lists of 
Codes of Practice and technical information 
of particular interest to the industry, it con- 
tains a compsehensive building legislative 
index, including London Building Acts, LCC 
(Constructional) By-laws, and by-law re- 
quirements in the provinces. Planning and 
housing acts are also covered in this diary, 
which is finger-indexed te facilitate easy 
reference. 


UNIT SCAFFOLDING 


A unit scaffolding system designed for 
simple erection on all sites is being marketed 
by Quadrac, Ltd., Hainge-road, Tividale, 
Tipton, Staffs. Adjustable feet are provided 
for use on uneven ground, and strength, 
rigidity, and self-aligning properties are 
understood to have been achieved by the use 
of the principle of quadrants neatly fitting 
into a circle. Putlogs with adjustable ‘at- 
tachments for securing scaffolding to brick- 
work are supplied, or a completely inde- 
pendent structure can be erected. Standard 
castors can be fitted for mobile towers and 
bridges. 


FACTORY REMOVAL AT STAFFORD 


The removal of the whole of their pro- 
cessing and manufacturing plant from a 
factory in Stafford’s centre to a site 14 miles 
away has been carried out, without 
interrupting production, by Evode, Ltd. 
The total floor area of the new plant already 
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in production is 30,000 sq. ft. When transfer 
is complete, and the original factory in 
Glover-street has been reorganised, the 
company will be operating from factory and 
office blocks totalling over 100,000 sq. ft. 
The new 9}-acre site was laid out by the 
architects for the scheme, Messrs. R. E. 
Hawkins, LRIBA, and F. H. Roberts, 
ARIBA, of Cannock, and the construction 
carried out by W. J. Whittall and Son, Ltd. 


ROAD PROGRAMME 


Call for Urgent Action 


Tue Government’s extended road pro- 
gramme is too general and the arrange- 
ments to implement it are too indefinite to 
give any satisfaction to road users, states 
the Roads Improvement Association in a 
Press notice. Their statement continues :— 

The proposed improvement schemes are 
hamstrung by the intimation that the pre- 
liminary administrative and technical details 
will take years’ to complete and then the 
commencement of construction works will 
depend upon funds being available. The 
Association fears that this programme will 
prove another measure of procrastination. 

In December, 1953, it was announced 
that an additional £50 million would be 
authorised for major improvements and new 
construction during the ensuing three years. 
The estimate was that at least £5 million 
would be spent during the first year 1954- 
1955. When the official figures are avail- 
able it will be found that less than £1 million 
has actually been disbursed. 

More, much more, road work is needed 
now to our existing highways. The RIA 
advocates that, while dealing with the pre- 
liminaries for the larger schemes, £20 
million should be allotted and spent during 
the ensuing financial year. 


SUB-CONTRACTING LABOUR 
AUBTW Opposes System 


THe supBsecT of “labour-only” sub- 
contracting is down for discussion on the 
agenda for the special policy conference 
organised by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives which is to be 
held in Blackpool on February 23, 24 and 25. 

The national executive of the Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trade Workers 
have already discussed this matter and have 
passed a resolution favouring an “all-out 
attack” on the system under which the 
main contractor pays sub-contractors a 
price for getting a particular job done, and 
the sub-contractor employs and pays the 
workmen, usually on an incentive basis. 

The national executive of the AUBTW 
take every step open to them to bring this 
system to an end. One possible step the 
union may have in mind is to withdraw 
labour on sites where employers insist on 
using “labour-only ” sub-contractors. 


WAGES DECISION DEFERRED 


More talks between representatives of the 
NFBTE and the unions over a claim for an 
increase of 4d. an hour by building trades 
operatives took place on Tuesday. They 
were adjourned to permit further considera- 
tion of the employers’ proposal that the 
differential between the rates of craftsmen 
and labourers should be increased. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—The brewery company of 
Castlemaine Perkins, Ltd., is to build a 
£213,375 cold storage addition to its brewery 
at Milton, Queensland, Australia. The 
company is also to build a new hotel in 
Creek-street in the same town. . . . Queens- 
land is to spend £4m. on airports, mainly 
for defence, and £300,000 is to be spent 
on a jungle training camp at Canungra, near 
Brisbane. In Brisbane a £l4m. taxation 
building is to be built. It will have 11 
storeys. ... At Fortitude Valley a new 
supply depot is to be built at a cost of 
£70,000, and a meteorological bureau at a 
cost of £40,000. 

The New South Wales Government has 
allocated £53,845,000 for public works and 
services. About £4m. is to be spent, mainly 
on construction of shops, slum clearance 
and emergency housing; some £4}m. is to 
be spent on hospitals; £5,925,000 is to. be 
spent on schools; £4m. is to be spent on 
the Sydney University building programme 
and the development of the New South 
Wales University of Technology. 

In Melbourne it has been announced that 
the erection of the medical school buildings 
for the National University is to go ahead. 
A £977,777 tender has been accepted by the 
architects Mussen, Mackay and Potter... . 
Work is also to commence on the new 
Wilson Hall for Melbourne University. The 
architects are Bates, Smart and McCutcheon. 
The contract has been awarded to G. A. 
Winwood, Ltd., for construction. Their 
tender was £196,108. 


*Gold Coast—The sum of £44m. will 
shortly be provided by the Government for 
development work in the rural areas. This 
will probably include agricultural de- 
velopment, improvements in health and 
sanitary services, roads, housing, rural water 
supplies and education. ... Plans for the 
launching of a _ building society were 
announced recently. The society will be 
sponsored and financed by the Government 
and it is hoped that this will encourage the 
establishment of other non-governmental 
building societies in the country. Branches 
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will be opened in Accra, Kumasi, Tamale, 
Takoradi and Ho. It is estimated that £2m. 
will be required to finance the venture, but 
as a first step £890,000 has been set aside 
from the development funds. 

It has now been decided to build a first- 
class hotel in Accra at Government expense. 
The hotel will be sited on land bounded by 
Rowe-road, Barnes-road and Dodowah- 
road. Instructions have already been given 
to an architect to design an hotel of 100 
bedrooms. In addition to the usual public 
rooms and facilities required for an hotel 
of this size, there will be a large room 
capable of seating many people and which 
can be used for conferences or banquets. 
Construction will be by contract under the 
direct supervision of the Public Works 
Department. It is expected that the work 
will start early in 1955 and that the hotel 
will be in operation by the end of 1956. 

It is announced that the Gold Coast 
Brick and Tile Co., Ltd., operating under 
the auspices of the Industrial Development 
Corporation, is expected to commence pro- 
duction in the middle of 1955. The factory 
will produce 6,000,000 units annually. 

India—Four schemes costing £4m. have 
been included in the development pro- 
gramme for Madras Port, India, under the 
first Five Year Plan. A new hospital and 
dispensary is to be built. Another scheme 
provides for extensions of port workshops 
and an additional warehouse is to be built. 
The fourth scheme is for improving the 
south side drainage and boundary wall. ... 
A new fertiliser factory is to be set up 
in Nangal, according to the Punjab’s Minis- 
ter for Irrigation and Power, Mr. Choudry 
Lehri Singhi. 

The Government of India has sanctioned 
the building of 645 tenements under the 
Subsidised Industrial Housing Scheme. The 
Bombay Government is receiving a loan 
to enable it to finance the construction of 
16 one-room single-storey tenements at 
Muninagar. Construction will be sponsored 
by the Shri Shantikunj Co-operative Hous- 
ing Society, Ltd. The Thakur Bapa Co- 
operative Multi-purpose Society, Ltd., Delhi, 
is to receive a loan for the construction of 
38 two-room single-storey tenements in 
Delhi. Sirpur Paper Mills, Ltd., of Hydera- 
bad, is to be granted a loan for the build- 
ing of 200 one-room and 200 two-room 
single-storey tenements near their factory in 
Sirpur-Kaghaznagar. Finally, Sirsilk, Ltd., 
of Sirpur-Kaghaznagar, is to be granted a 
loan for the construction of 200 two-room 
single-storey tenements at their factory. 

In West Bengal housing estates are being 
erected in the vicinity of the Hindustan 
Cables Factory at Rupnarainpur, near 
Chittaranjan. About 100 quarters for 
workers have already been built and 150 
more are to be constructed. 

Southern Rhodesia. — A_ seven-storey 
building is to be erected for the Norwich 
Union life Insurance Co. in Gordon-avenue, 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. The new 
building is to adjoin the six-storey premises 
which are to be built for the Central Africa 
Building Society. ... A three-storey post 
office is to be constructed at Kitwe, facing 
Regent-avenue. Mr. A. Lloyd Spencer, 
FRIBA, is Assistant Director of Works, 
Lusaka, N. Rhodesia. 

A civic centre is to be built in Umtali. 
It is believed that the design of the centre 
will be thrown open to competition. About 
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five acres are to be reserved for the centre. 
Provision is to be made for a hall capable 
of seating 1,000 persons, an art gallery, a 
museum and library, and a supper room. 

Other new buildings in Umtali include 
a new Office block for Rhodesian Wattle 
Co., Ltd., and alterations and additions to 
the Greek Hall and School in First-avenue. 

Approved by the health authorities are 
plans for native housing for the Sakubva 
Native Township. 

A new 700-acre township is being built 
near Salisbury, sponsored by Rhodesia 
Township Developers, Ltd. Sites are pro- 
vided for an hotel, a number of blocks of 
flats, Government buildings, a cinema and 
a school. About £150,000 worth of housing 
is aiready under construction, but the larger 
buildings are still to go up. ... Holland- 
Africa Construction Co. are to build large 
hostels for natives. The scheme is being 
sponsored by the Salisbury Council. The 
hostels are to be built in brick, three storeys 
high, with concrete floors and asbestos roofs. 


USA.—The Tishman Realty Construction 
Co., of New York, is to build one of New 
York’s largest post-war buildings. The site 
is on the west side of Fifth-avenue, near 
Rockefeller Centre. The building has been 
designed by Emory Roth and Sons, of New 
York. Thirty-four storeys high and costing 
$40m., it is scheduled for completion in 
1957..... Toledo, Ohio, is to have a 
$3,800,000 airport at Oak Openings Park. 

Co-ordinated Construction, Inc., of Los 
Angeles, industrial developers and builders, 
are responsible for a $55m. project to erect 
between 125 and 150 buildings on a 180-acre 
site at the Grand Central Air Terminal... . 
In Baltimore a new $11m. state office centre 
is to be constructed in the centre of a 
17-acre slum redevelopment site. The main 
building will be 15 storeys high; projecting 
southward will be a two-storey wing for 
state agencies. 

In Las Vegas a total of $45m. is being 
invested in luxury hotels and lounges... . 
The Virginia Engineering Co., of Newport, 
Virginia, has received a contract worth $5m. 
for the first phase of the Kentucky State 
Fair and Exposition buildings. . . . A large 
industrial undertaking has been put in hand 
in Santa Monica, California. The architect 
for the scheme, which entails the construc- 
tion of 28 buildings, is Cajay Parsons, of 
Los Angeles. Jack H. MacDonald, Inc., of 
Los Angeles, is the contractor. Construc- 
tion of the first six buildings is to commence 
some time this year. 


OPPORTUNITIES IN TRINIDAD 


An illustrated booklet, entitled “ Oppor- 
tunity for Industry, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Hub of the Americas,” has been issued by 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. 

The booklet contains details of the trade 
and industry of the islands, the labour and 
management position, and the opportunities 
for pioneer industries. The booklet may be 
obtained from the Department of Industry 
and Commerce, 7, St. Vincent-street, Port- 
of-Spain, Trinidad, British West Indies, who 
will be pleased to give further information. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


* Messrs. Boustead and Clarke, Ltd., PO 
Box 277, Nairobi, East Africa, wish to 
obtain agencies on a commission basis for 
UK manufacturers of galvanised corru- 
gated sheets; galvanised flat sheets; gal- 
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vanised ridging; cement; and round iron 
bars. 

The company propose to cover Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanganyika and Zanzibar through 
their offices in Mombasa, Nairobi, Kisumu, 
Kampala, Dar es Salaam and Zanzibar. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to Boustead and Clarke, 
Ltd., giving full details of their offers and 
quoting cif prices. Telephone inquiries to 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting reference 
ESB/ 1345/55. 


AWNING HARDWARE 


*Mr. R. F. Beckstett, vice-president in 
charge of production, of the Astrup Com- 
pany, 2937 West 25th-street, Cleveland, 
Ohio, USA, is interested in importing from 
the UK awning hardware and fixtures (e.g., 
frames, gears, folding arms). 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write by air mai] direct to Mr. R. F. Beck- 
stett enclosing trade literature and giving 
full details of deliveries and prices quoted 
in US dollars cif. Cleveland or East Coast 


port. Telephone inquiries to Chancery 
4411, ext. 776, quoting reference ESB/- 
1880/55. 


METAL COMPONENTS 


*Mr. Sam Baylin, a vice-president of 
Ottawa Iron Works, Ltd., 256 McArthur- 
road, Eastview, Ottawa, Canada, arrived in 
London on February 16, and is staying at 
the Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W1. 

Ottawa Iron Works, Ltd. consider that 
they could provide representation of value 
to UK manufacturers of aluminium win- 
dows and doors; steel windows; office and 
toilet steel partitions; metal door frames 
for houses, offices and hospitals; metal store 
fronts; aluminium facing for the outside 
of office buildings; and builders’ specialities 
(metal cupboards for kitchens). 

Manufacturers interested in this agency 
inquiry should write immediately to Mr. 
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Baylin, c/o The Cumberland Hotel. Tele- 
phone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, 
quoting reference CRE/ 1778/55. 


CONCRETE PIPES 


*Mr. O. M. Henzell, Managing Director 
of Caymanas Estates, Ltd., Spanish Town, 
Jamaica, would like to receive quotations 
from UK manufacturers for concrete pipes 
1, 2, and 3 ft. in diameter in lengths of 6 ft. 
and over. The pipes are for placing under- 
ground for irrigation purposes, etc. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write to Mr. Henzell giving full 
specifications and particulars of price and 
delivery. Telephone inquiries to Chancery 
4411, ext. 776, quoting reference ESB/- 
2690/55. 


UGANDA HOUSING EXHIBITION 


THE FOLLOWING additional information 
has been received from the Director of 
African Housing, PO Box 2183, Kampala, 
Uganda, regarding the “Uganda Better 
Homes Exhibition” to be held at Ntinda 
from May 21 to 31 (details of which were 
published in The Builder of November 12, 
1954):— 

Messrs. Fybro (Uganda), Ltd., of PO Box 
1329, Kampala (phone 2308), intend to 
exhibit at the exhibition and will be inter- 
ested to get in touch with firms exhibiting 
houses in order that they may arrange a 
combined exhibit whereby their locally 
produced hardboard (made from papyrus) 
can be used for interior decoration. 

The SMO Health Education and the 
Agricultural Department and the Veterinary 
Department are producing an exhibit of an 
agricultural and poultry plot so laid out as 
to produce an optimum diet off a small plot. 

It has been decided that English and 
Luganda shall be the languages to be used 
at the exhibition, since these two languages 
will be those most widely used by the public 
visiting the exhibition. Copies of the guide 
to the exhibition will be printed both in 
English and in Luganda. 

Electricity has been brought to Ntinda 
and is available if required for all exhibits. 
This is single-phase supply only. Detailed 
requirements for supply should be notified 
to Director of Housing before March 31, so 
that arrangements can be made with the 
Uganda Electricity Board. (The exhibition 
will not be open to the public during the 
hours of darkness). 

Ntinda Housing Estate lies 44 miles from 
the centre of Kampala; the first 34 miles are 
“tarmac,” the last mile a new all-weather 
murran road. 

The following applications have been 
received for plots and/or space in the 
exhibition ground and provisional alloca- 
tions have been made accordingly :— 


African Mercantile Co., Ltd.: Commercial pro- 
ducts. Fybro (Uganda), Ltd.: Hardboard for ceil- 
ings, panelling furniture, etc. Overseas Prefabricated 
Structures: Sample Vermiculite concrete house. 
Reema Construction Co., Ltd.: Stand displaying 
photographs and perhaps models of prefabricated 
houses and blocks of flats. Arcon Construction, Ltd. 
(Taylor Woodrow, Ltd.): Arcon building—probably 
an ‘‘ umbrella ’’ house, i.e., permanent roof on per- 
manent supports. 

A. Baumenn & Co., Ltd.: Three types of Chilton 
steel hut. United Builders & Contractors, Ltd., 
Two houses and Ardex roofing sheets. African Hous- 
ing Department: Two four-roomed permanent houses; 
one two-roomed permanent house; one low-cost non- 
permanent house; estate lay-out, plans and photo- 
graphs; model of Ntinda and. agricultural plot. 

Public Works Department: Clay tiles and blocks, 
models, photographs, plans. Agricultural and Veter- 
inary Departments: Food plots and poultry keeping. 
Medical Department: Health education. Community 
Development Department: Films and methods of 
assistance for building improved housing. 








316 


The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Houses from Waste 


A NEW Glasgow factory which will ab- 

sorb a weekly 500 tons of waste pro- 
ducts from Braehead Power Station will pro- 
duce a new type of block for the building 
trade. Output will be at a rate equivalent 
to 800 houses a year. 

The factory, which will be sited beside 
Braehead Power Station, will be built by 
a new Glasgow company, Melcrete (Scot- 
land), Ltd., and should be in production in- 
side three months. The British Electricity 
Authority have agreed to make available 
each week from Braehead 500 tons of fly 
ash. 

Employment of fly ash for building is 
unlikely to result in a complete fly ash house; 
the processed blocks will be used at various 
stages in place of brick, and it is hoped that 
the product will make its debut in the near 
future on the new Drumchapel scheme of 
Glasgow Corporation. 

Building blocks about 18 in. long will be 
produced at the new factory by a labour 
force of 30 men, who might ultimately be 
trebled. The blocks have already been 
tested for efficiency by the Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow, and been found satisfac- 
tory. Further experiments are proceeding, 
and it is hoped eventually that. the material 
can be embodied in new types of bricks and 
concrete works. 





Dounreay Contract 


THE CONTRACT for the civil engineering 
and building of the atomic power station at 
Dounreay, Caithness, has now been let by 
the United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority to Whatlings, Ltd., the Glasgow 
firm of civil engineering and building con- 
tractors. 

This station is a “fast breeder reactor ” 
and is expected to lead to a remarkable 
economy in the consumption of uranium as 
well as making a significant contribution to 
the electricity supply of the national grid. 

Work will begin immediately, and the con- 
struction may require about 2,000 men over 
a period of about four years. 


Cumbernauld Issue 


A MOVE to break the deadlock between 
Glasgow Corporation and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland on the financing of the 
new town at Cumbernauld was made on 
February 8. The joint committee dealing 
with the housing needs of the city agreed to 
ask the Secretary of State to meet repre- 
sentatives of the Cerporation, the Glasgow 
and Dunbartonshire MPs, and members of 
the Dunbartonshire County Council. 


The proposal to build a new town at 
Houston was also given approval on Febru- 
ary 8 by the Clyde Valley Planning Advisory 
Committee. The chairman of the Clyde 
Valley Committee, Councillor PETER MEL- 
DRUM, Glasgow, said: “It may be that the 
Scottish Act dealing specifically with over- 
spill, and related to the financial needs in 
Scotland, will be required.” He added that 
they had reaffinmed the view that the Cum- 
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bernauld and Houston projects should be 
developed under the New Towns Act. 


Sites for Houses 


THE overshadowing difficulty so far as the 
provision of houses was concerned was the 
acquisition of land, Aberdeen Town Council 
were told recently by CouncILLor R. S. 
LENNOX, housing convener. Councillor Len- 
nox was submitting recommendations of the 
Housing Committee in regard to the develop- 
ment of an area of Jand in the Summerhill 
district in the West End of the city, on which 
the erection of about 900 corporation houses 
and 340 private houses is envisaged. 

If they were going to maintain continuity 
of construction, he said, the corporation 
must think in terms of at least three years 
ahead, They were beginning to experience 
a gripping feeling. At the present moment 
the number of contracts placed was 
sufficient to meet their building programme 
for 1955. The rate of construction of 
corporation houses was 1,000 to 1,200 a year 
and of private construction 200, The area 
of land at their disposal was such that in 
three years’ time they would be right up 
against the availability of land for corpora- 
tion houses. From a survey of existing 
private building estates it was reasonable to 
assume that there was sufficient scope for 
a period of 10 years at the present rate of 
private construction. 


Hospitals Expansion 
ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE of between £1m. 
and £2m. on hospital building in Scotland 
over the next three years is provided for 
under the expanded programme announced 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94d.; Labourers, 3s. 4d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Crajftsman’s rate. 44 — 
a. 

Ist s r 25 41 84 

2nd : ° 334 55 7h 

ith : bet il 23 

4th as “e a 

Sth ai ae ae 125 14 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary peri oe ps8 ~~ =< o 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) =e ‘ae 0} 











in Parliament on February 10 by Com- 
mander Galbraith, Under-Secretary of State 
for Scotland. Details are given “ In Parlia- 
ment ” on page 299. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dumfries.—Plans approved for 104 houses at the 
Summerhill housing scheme. Architect: Robert S. 
Osbourne (F), Municipal-bldgs., Dumfries. _ : 

Dundee.—Plans are being prepared by their archi- 
tects for mil! buildings at the Augus housing estate 
and Spring Mill, Douglas, by the Jute Industries, 
Ltd., Meadow Place-bldgs., Dundee. ¥ 

Edinburgh.—Plans approved for Clermeston housing 
development, 146 houses, est. cost £199,000.  Archi- 
tect: A. Steele (A), Municipal-bldgs., Parliament- 
sq., High-st., Edinburgh. : 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and _addi- 
tions at The Snowdrift Laundry for William Mont- 
gomerie, Ltd., 668, Cumbernauld-rd. Architects: 
Whyte & Nicol (F&A), 31, North Frederick-st., 
George-sq., Glasgow. ’ 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Catholic Arch- 
diocese of Glasgow for church and presbytery house, 
etc., at Kinfauns-dr. Architects: Messrs. Kinnear & 
Gordon (F&F), 18, Rothesay-pl., Edinburgh. : 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions at 114, Shamrock-st., Cowcaddens. Architects: 
Messrs. George Arthur & Son (F&A), British Linen 
Bank-bldgs., Stirling-st., Airdrie. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for Associated Metal 
Works (Glasgow), Ltd., Saltmarket, for new buildings 
at St. Andrew’s-sq. Architects: Messrs. Will B. 
Wright (F&A), 9, Woodside-pl., Woodlands-rd., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corpn. is considering plans for four- 
storey building for The Househoid Supply Co., Ltd., 
at 36 to 52, London-rd. and 2-4, James Morrisen-st. 
Architect: George Watt, 146, Mostyn-rd., Mertow 
Park, SW19. : 

Glasgow.—Corpn. is considering plans for new 
building at 20 to 26, Miller-st., City, for F. W. Wool- 
worth & Co., Ltd., Liverpool. Architect: N. Win- 
— (F), Martins Bank-bldgs., Water-st., Liver- 
pool. ' 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for garage at Maryhill 
Park Goods Station. © Architect: James Young, 75, 
Duncruin-st., Maryhill, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans for The Subway Property Co., 
Ltd., Partick, have been approved for alterations and 
additions at 160-166, Dumbarton-rd. Architects: 
Messrs. Frank Burnet, & Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, 
Hope-st., Glasgow. ; y 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions at 1377/1379, Argyll-st., Anderston. — Archi- 
tects: Messrs. Honeyman, Jack & Robertson (FF&A), 
92. Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow. : 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for alterations and additions, etc., to 
factory at Forneuk-st., London-rd., Bridgeton, for 
John Lyle & Co., Ltd., Forneuk-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans approved for additions and altera- 
tions for Services Garage. Ltd., Robertson-st., to be 
erected at Union-st. Architect: John Bolton (A). 
Swans-bldgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for clubhouse build- 
ings on the Recreation Ground, Baillieston-rd.. 


Barrachnie. Architects: Messrs. Gillespie, Kidd & 
Coia (F&A), Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., 
Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for James Hastie & 
Co., Ltd., Bannatyne-st., Lanark, have been approved 
for new canteen, commercial garage, and other build- 
ings at the Pleasance nursery site. Architects: Messrs. 
Whyte & Barrie, 38, High-st., Lanark. 

Thurso.—Caithness-shire CC has had plans pre- 
pared for submission to the Scottish Educatior 
Authority for secondary school. Architects: Messrs. 
Basil Spence & Pénrs.. 40, Moray-pl., Westend, 
Edinburgh, in collaboration with the County A: Mr- 
William Wilson (A), County-bldgs., Thurso. 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
a 1 in the Advertisement pages of this and 
prey nus issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dazger (Tt) denotes closing date for applications; the 
oam ‘and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 12. 
+Maidstone RDC.—Loose, 10 houses; Staplehurst, 
4 flais; Marden, 12 bungalows; Yalding, 4 houses. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 16. 
FEBRUARY 22. 
*' Crawley Dev. Corp.—S0 shops, Town Centre. 
Chict A, Broadfield. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
**Hampshire Police Authy.—Two police houses at 
Odi!'am and one at Winchester. County A. Dep. 


E Is, 
*surrey CC.—Alterations and additions, Woking 


fire station. County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 
FEBRUARY 25. 

*C ——- City C.—Junior school, _Colville-rd. 

City S. Dep. £5 Ss. 


FEBRUARY 26. 
* — City C.—37 dwellings, Redcliff. City A. 


“4 FEBRUARY 28. 
*'Caernarvonshire EC.—Extensions, 
Grammar School. County A, Caernarvon. 
ae 


£2 2s. 

**Watford BC.—Installation of shop fronts at Hill- 
side estate and Hollywell estate. BE&S. 

+Whitchurch (Salop) UDC,—(a) 40 houses at Small- 
brook, and/or (b) four single-bedroomed flats at 
Claypit-st. Council S. Dep. £2 2s. for each scheme. 

**Wolverhampton CBC.—105 dwellings, Wednes- 
field No. 3 estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 1. 
*'Bedford BC.—Four shops, four maisonettes and 
six garages, The Fairway, Putnol estate. 
Dawkes, BE&S, Newnham House, Horne-la. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

*iLewes BC.—20 maisonettes and 4 flats; 8 
maisonettes and 4 flats; and 14 houses, on De Mont- 
fort estate. C. T. Butler, BS. Dep. £3 3s. 

** Northamptonshire cc. — Builders’ work for in- 
stallation services, infants’ school, Corby. County A, 
Northampton. 


RCH 2. 
*7 |Portsmouth City ha ea) lock-up garages, Leigh 
1, Western-parade. Dep. £1. 
RC-50 dwellings, etc., Cippenham-la. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Wilts CC.—Additions, St. Joseph’s RC aided 
school, Devizes. Clerk, Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders t by April 6. 


CC.—Extensions, Lyneham Primary School. 


Caernarvon 
Dep. 





Clerk, Trowbrides. rire £2 2s. Tenders by April 6. 
CH 3. 

*Glasgow Corp Be “>? for aged persons, 

Northmuir-rd., "Bromchapel. Architectural and 


Planning Dept., 20, Trongate. 


MARCH 4. 
*Enfield UDC.—Sanitary annexe, Bush Hill Park 
School. F. Lee, E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. 


sins MARCH 5. 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Kitchen layout, West 
Leigh Primary Schoel. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. 


Dep. £2 
MARCH 
on at BC.—Roofing Barry a Hall. 
ep 2s. 

Tenbury RDC.—Terrace houses on following sites: 
(1) Rear of Crescent, Tenbury Wells (42 houses); 
(2) Catmill Bridge, Eardiston (8 houses). Council A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

** Walsall CBC.—Home ig aged people, Morsley 
estate, Bloxwich. Dep. £2 

*Widnes BC.—52 auokings. H. Nevile Player (A), 
Boro’ A. Dep. £5 55. 


MARCH 11. 

*'Chatham BC.—Shops, flats 

lg Wood estate. J. A. T. 

oe City C.—Shop premises, Chapel Bar. 
Finch, City E&S. Dep. £2. 

West Riding CC.—Clinic, leccuiadt, Pontefract. 

County A, ‘* Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd.. Wakefield. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 12. 
“Bournemouth CBC.—Schoo! building at Winton 
S's Moordown School, Oswald-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. 


*Oldham CBC -—Secondary modern school, 
Hill. Schools A. Dep. £2 2s. 


BE&A. 


and maisonettes, 
Richards, Deputy 


Fitton 


*tPeterborough Jt. Ed. Bd.—Secondary modern 
school for girls, wth North estate. L. H. 
Robdjoin, S. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by May 3. 

*Ware UDC.—12 + Trinity-rd. A. G. 
port, E&S. Dep. £2 2 

? MARCH 14. 

*Epping RDC.—Municipal _— depet, 
E&S, 209, High-st. Dep. £2 2 

Rothwell (Yorks) UDC.—30 “houses at Wood-la. 
housing site. R. A. Easdale. & Son, architects, 
County-chbrs., Bradley-st., Castleford. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 15. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—14 houses, 
estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Farnham UDC.—Seven pairs of 
Gilbert & Hobson ((L/A), 69a, Castle-st., 
Surrey. 


Daven- 


Harlow. 


West Howe 


bungalows. 
Farnham, 


*Mansfield BC.—12 bungalows, Ladybrook-la. 
housing estate. £. T. Crowe, BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 17. 


*Luton BC.—134 houses and 16 flats, Rumfold 
2s 


housing estate. BE. Dep. £2 


MARCH 18. 
*Barnes BC.—22 flats, etc., Barnes High-st. and 
Grove-rd., SW13. W. R. Shepherd, BE&S. 
*+Southampton BC.—Erection of Weston Park Sec. 
Girls’ Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by April 2. 


MARCH 25. 

*Birmingham City C.—28 dwellings, Leach Heath- 
la., Rednal, and 10 houses, Staplehall Farm estate, 
West Heath. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, City A. Dep. 


£2 2s. each. 
MARCH 28. 
*Banstead UDC.—54 flats with 35 garages, wy 4 
workway, near Banstead Station. E&S. Dep. £2 


APRIL 1. 

*Near Luton.—17 shops with flats over, Sundon 
Park. A. Roberts & Ptnrs., chartered quantity sur- 
veyors. 17, Cromwell-pl., South Kensington, SW7. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 

*Billinge and Winstanley UDC.—20 houses. Cob 
Moor site. J. M. Wilson & Son, architects, Midland 
Bank-bldgs., St. Helens. Dep. £3 3s. 

urma Government.—Construction of Union 
Central Medical Centre, Rangoon. Chief E., National 
Housing and Town and Country Development Bd., 
Rangoon Development Trust Building, 228-234, 
Bogyoke-st., PO Box N242, Rangoon, Burma. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 14. 
TtBristol County and City C.—Installation of heat- 
ing, hot and cold water supplies, gas and fire mains 
at Bank Leaze Infants’ Sch., Lawrence Weston. Dep. 


&2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 25. 

*tNorthampton BC.—Repairs, etc., to various 
buildings and external repainting houses. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. 

FEBRUARY 26. 

*Burnley CBC.—Electrical work, Municipal College 
and Holy Trinity C of E prim. sch. BE&S, 22-24, 
Nicholas-st. 

MARCH 1. 

*tBeds Fire Services Com.—Electric lighting and 
heating, etc., fire station, Studley-rd., Luton. County 
A, Bedford. 

*Dunstable BC.—Interior redecoration of 32 aged 


persons’ bungalows, Common Room, Corridors and 
Wardens’ quarters, Croft Green. Housing Estates 
Manager. Dep. £1 Is. 


MARCH 4. 
Leominster BC.—BS. (Materials.) 
MARCH 5. 
Brighouse BC.—BE. (Materials.) 
Lytham St. Annes BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 7. 

High Wycombe BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 

Leeds City Transport Com.—General Manager. 
(Materials.) 

*Wigan CBC.—Builders’ materials. BE. 

NO DATE, 

*Birmingham City C.—External painting municipal 
dwellings. J. P. Macey, Housing Manager, 19-29, 
Summer-row. 

*Birmingham City C.—List 
external painting of dwellings. 
19-29, Sumner-row. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 25. 

+Samford RDC.—Concrete reservoir, Contract No. 
10. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, SWI. Dep. £10. 

FEBRUARY 28. 

*Caernarvonshire EC.—Levelling and laying out 
playing fields, Ysgol Dyffryn Ogwen, Bethesda, and 
adaptations, etc., Caernarvon VC School (old build- 
ing). County A, Caernarvon. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tTrowbridge UDC.—Roads and sewers, Grove 
housing site. Snailum, me a Le Fevre (F&A), 
18, Brock-st., Bath. Dep. £2 

MARCH = 

Worcester City C.—Warndon Housing Estate, part 

1, roads and sewers. City E. Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 7. 

Anglesey CC.—Supply main to Pentraeth, contract 
No. 30. Rofe & Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., SW1. ep. 
£2 2s. 

Lancashire €C.—Reconstruction of Musbury Brook 
Bridge, Haslingden. County S. Dep. £2. 

MARCH 8. 

Bath City C.—Snow Hill Redevelopment, stage 2, 

roads and sewers. City & WE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 14, 

Battle RDC.—Camber drainage, contract No. 9. 
John Taylor & Sons, Artillery House, Artillery-row, 
SWI. Dep. £5. 

Twrcelyn RDC.—Cemaes Bay sewerage and sewage 
disposal, contract No. 2. Rofe & Raffety, 3, Vic- 
toria-st., SWI. Dep. £2 2s. 

Twreelyn RDC.—Cemaes Bay sewerage = sewage 


of contractors for 
Housing Manager, 


disposal, contract No. 1. Rofe & Raffety, 3, Victoria- 
st.. SWI. Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 15. 
Ward, Ash- 


Aberystwyth RDC.—Service reservoir. 
croft & Parkman, 38, The Temple, Dale-st., Liver- 
pool, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Iiford and Barking Jt. Sewerage 
over sumps. Joint Eng., Town Hall, {lford 


2s. 
“Littlehampton ae ae a pumping station, 
contract No. 1. J. and D. M. Watson, 
MMICE,- 18, Queen peal Gate, SWI. Dep. 


£10 10s. 
MARCH 18. 

East Shropshire WB.—Rodington water supply. 
Laying of 6,330 lin. yds. of asbestos cement water 
mains, with incidental works. Sir Arnold Waters, 
MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 23. 
Easingwold RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
scheme at Alne and Tollerton. Clerk of C. Dep. 


£5 Ss. 
NO DATE. 
*Billinge and bet apd UDC.—Roads and sewers, 
Cob Moor site. Hill, Clerk. Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Addington -(Surrey).—Factory.—A steel-framed 
light industry factory is to h constructed for Carring- 
ton Manufacturing Co., Sanderstead. It wili 
be a two-storey building, yen come so that exten- 
sions may be built later. Tenders will be invited in 


Com.—Housing 
Dep. 
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about five months’ time. The architects are Fairtlough 
and Morris, 14, Irving-st., 2 

Camberwell.—REDEVELOPMENT.—The scheme for 
the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelopment 
of the Picton-st. areas and site at an estimated cost 
of £515,000, is to be enlarged to cover the site of 
the Chapel workshop, Notley-st. MH&LG approval 
has been given. 

Camberwell, — Hosprra APPOINTMENTS. — The 
appointment of the following consultants for con- 
struction of a pathological department at Dulwich 
Hospital have been approved by the South-East 
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. Scherrer and 
Hicks, architects, 19, Cavendish-sq., W1; Donald 
Rudd & Pinrs., consulting E; and Rider, Hunt & 
Pinrs., QS, Bridge House, Queen Victoria-st., EC4. 

Chatham.—BrancH Liprary.—TC recommended to 
approve the erection of a branch library and public 
meeting hall at Hook Meadow. 

Ealing.—S.iprer BatHs.—TC recommended to in- 
clude £50,000 in 1955-56 estimates for the provision 
of ove baths and/or wash-houses in South Ealing. 

East Ham_ (Essex).—TC proposes the erection of 
a clinic at Durban House site, Katherine-rd., at an 
estimated cost of £23,000 

Falham.—SLipPER _ —BC to invite the 
MH&LG to receive a deputation in respect of the 
proposed development of St. Matthew’s site by the 
erection of slipper baths, wash-houses, and a branch 
library, at an estimated cost of £71, 

Hackney.—HOUusING DEVELOPMENT —LCC Hsg. 
Com. propose the acquisition, clearance and partial 
— of the Tottenham-rd. areas and adjoin- 

lands. 

ford (Essex).—Pustic BatHs.—TC recommend to 
approve proposals for the construction of new public 
baths at Barkingside, estimated cost £650,000, for sub- 
mission to MH&LG. 

Mitcham.—Factory.—A _ multi-storey  steel-frame 
building with an area estimated at 65,000 sq. ft., s 
to be erected for Hancock, Carfield, Waller, Ltd., 
Merton. Tenders to be invited in about six cane 
time. The architects are Fairtlough and Morris, 14, 
Irving-st., a 

Poplar.—SITE DEVELOPMENT.—Proposals have been 
made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisition, clear- 
ance and partial redevelopment of the Purdy-st. area 
and adjoining lands. 

St. Marylebone. — APPoINTMENT. — Hsg. Com. 
recommend that Easton and’ Robertson, FF.ARIBA, 
53, Bedford-sq., WC1, be appointed as “architects for 
the development of the Church-st. extension site. 

Southwark.—Sit—E DEVELOPMENT.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of the Exeter 
Buildings area has been recommended by ICC Hsg. 
Com. 

Southwark.—GArRAGE AND OFFICES.—Proposals have 
been made by Matthews & Co. (Carriers), Ltd., 
and 6, Pocock-st., SE1, for the erection of a garage, 
workshops, offices and stores at Nos. 157-165, Black- 
friars-rd. and 2-6, Pocock-st. 

Southwark.—OrrFices.—The erection of an_ office 
building on the site of Nos. 226-228, Waterloo-rd. 
has been proposed by R. T. James & + le consult- 
ing civil E, 6, Lower Grosvenor-pl., 1. 

Stepney.—Housinc.—The antes for housing 
purposes of a site of about 1} acres in Wallwood-st., 
at an estimated cost of £49,250, as an extension to 
the Burdett estate, has been recommended by LCC 

Com. About 62 dwellings could be erected on 
the land. 

Wandsworth. — REDEVELOPMENT.—Proposals have 
been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of the Garratt- 
la. area; as well as the acquisition of about half-acre 
of land in Poynder’s-rd., as an extension of Oaklands 
estate. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Blackpool.—BC to invite tenders for 440 dwellings 
on Grange Park estate extension. To invite tenders 
for 12 flats at corner of Red Bank-rd./Sandhurst- 
ave. To invite tenders for 114 dwellings at Mere- 
side.—Approved plans for 44 houses and garages at 
Bispram Holiday Camp estate for W. Hornby, 111, 
Preston New-rd. 

Bristol.—Seven-storey block of offices to be built 
on junction Pithay/Wine-st. Scheme proposed by 
Stanley, Alder and. Price, estate agents, 7, 
Stephen’s-st., Bristol, for London firm. Building to 
begin as soon as possible. 

Bury.—New social club at Bridge Hall, Heap 
a. for Transparent Paper Co., Ltd., £25,000 
est. Raymond Jay. Rochdale. 

Castle Ward (Northumberland).—James Deuchar, 
Raa... 7; Eldon-sq. ; Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose 
** Flying Saucer ’’ PH on Brunton Park Estate. 

Cheadle (Staffs)—RDC received allocation of 66 
houses for erection in 1955. 

Chester.—RDC plan erection of 350 houses at 
Upton. Approved site at Wrexham-rd., Eccleston, 
for erection of Kings Sch 

esterfield.—EC propose erection of new sec. 
sch. off High-st. between Old and New Whittington, 
£220,000 est. Work to commence in September. 
Propose either new school or necessary extensions to 
existing premises at Chesterfield Sch. 

Chester-le-Street.—Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard 
House, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect houses 
houses on 22-acre site at North Lodge, Lambton Park. 

Dudley.—BC to prepare detailed plans and quan- 
tities for 8 aged persons’ bungalows at Laurel-rd. and 
14 at Holly Hall-rd. 

Durham.—Hammond United Breweries, Ltd.. to 
erect ‘* Foresters Arms ”’ licensed premises at junction 
Gray-ave. and Kidd-ave., Sherburn Village. 
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Durham.—City C approved Pees £48,000. A for 
new aE at Braidwood, cost £45 Archi- 
tect, J. P. Chaplin, 4, The Close, ‘Norwich 

Eceles.—BC approved plans:—Works cimtese at 
Albion Engineering Works, Patricroft, for Sir W. H. 
Bailey & Co., Ltd. Architects, Wilfred Thorpe & 
H. Hirst Smith, Barton Arcade, Deansgate, an- 
chester; 2- and 3-storey premises at Church-st. and 
Peel-st., for Eccles and District Co-op. Society, Ltd., 
to replace existing premises. Plans by CWS S* archi- 
tect’s department, 1, Balloon-st., Manchester (Chief 
A, G. S. Hay); new factory comprising 2 buildings 
at Barton-la. for W. C. Jones, Ltd., 203, Collyhurst- 
rd., Manchester. Architects, Harry S. Fairhurst & 
Son, 55, Brown-st., Manchester. 

Eston.—UDC to obtain tenders for erection of 
groups of 22 and 12 houses. Is proposed to negotiate 
contracts with following firms for further moore: 

Emmerson, Middlesbrough (16 houses), A. G. 
Mohan, Eston (12), A. Wilkinson & Son, Ltd., South 
Bank (12), and Gray & Sons, Thornaby (24). Ss, 
N. C. Harrison. 

Eston (Yorks).—Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd., to 
carry out developments at their Cleveland ‘and South 
Bank Works, including new engineering workshop and 
annexes at new coke-oven plant; general office and 
laboratory block at coke-oven plant; annexes to 
engineering shop at blast-furnace plant; and welfare 
building at blast-furnace plant.—Sanderson, Son & 
Townend, estate agents, Borough-rd. West, Middles- 
brough, acting on behalf of C. W. Jackson, have 
applied to council for permission to erect industrial 
buildings on land near Forest Farm, South Bank. 
Proposal approved, subject to conditions. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—UDC agreed to build 94 houses in 
their area as overspill from Gateshead. Latter 
responsible for building 176 houses in Felling area. 
Plans by respective surveyors. 

Garstang.—RDC propose erection of 14 houses at 
Hambleton and 20 at Kettle-la. 

Haltwhistle—RDC to build 50 semi-detached 
houses and 32 flats on extension to their Comb Hill 
estate Plans by S, P. Campbell. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC S, R. C. Bestow, pre- 
pared scheme for construction of 326 houses on 
Monkton-la. No. 3 housing site. Provision made for 
PH and prim. sch. 

Jarrow.—Hsg. Com. approved plans of BE, 
H. W. T. Perkins, for clearing Queen’s-rd. area and 
erecting three, four, five and six-storey dwellings to 
total of 391, cost est. about £800, 

Kettering. —TC received approval for erection of 
Cattle Market at Northfield-ave. 

Lancaster.—TC propose erection of further 64 flats, 
30 houses and 8 shops at Ridge estate. 

Lanes.—EC empeoved, following as schools build- 
ing programme for 1954-55 “ 1955-6:—Swinton 
and Worsley Grammar Tech., new sch., Huyton 
ESN, new. sch.: Worsley "ESN, new _ sch:.: 
Hindley Green Cty. Sec., additional classrooms: 
Hindley, Argyle-st. County’ Sec., additional 
classrooms: Milnrow Moorhouse County, addi- 
tional practical rooms: Skelmersdale County, 
additional classrooms: Prescot Grammar, additional 
classrooms and science laboratory: Kirkby West, new 
sch.: Worsley Hulton, extensions: Middleton Hillin, 
new = Poulton le Fylde, new sch.: Atherton ESN, 
new sc 
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HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 1th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour od 
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illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. Pv 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**... This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a ise and t measure the 
whole subject.’’- The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
* The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author’s obvious mastery of his subject 
. but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.”’— The Architect’s Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
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Lancs.—CC approved following fire service pro- 
gramme for 1955/6:—New stores block and. offices 
and canteen block at Brigade Headquarters, Brough- 
ton, £24,000 and £21,500 est.; new station at Litt!e- 
borough, £18,000 est.; new station at Crosby, £41,995 
est. 

Lancs.—Independent Television Auth. propo:e 
erection of television station on site at rye 
Fells between Preston and Bolton, £200,000 es: 
Work to commence in the spring. 

Leyland.—RC Auths. propose “erection of sch. of 
St. Mary’s at Fox-la. 

Liverpool.—TC approved outline plans for recon- 
struction of Museum Building at William Brown-s:. 

Liverpool.—TC to prepare plans for new bran h 
library at Childwall and Leyfield-rd. Received Min. 
approval for 13 dwellings at Larkhill-la, 2 at Sparrow 
Hall and 79 at Tamworth-st. To invite tenders for 
2 further blocks of shops to serve parts 1 and 2 of 
Croxteth estate. Plans by City A.—Reg. Hosp. Bri. 
approved second stage of scheme to provide radio- 
therapeutic wards at yg eng Gen. Hosp., 
£85,100 est. ee E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., Hope- 
chbrs., Leather- ott Liverpool, as Qs for 
pathological department at Clatterbridge Gen. Hos». 
—Mersey Mission to Seamen, 11, Hanover-st., pru- 
pose new headquarters at 27/9, James-st. Architecrs, 
Willink & Dod, Cunard-bldgs. 

Ludlow.—TC approved layout for 300 houses +t 
Sheet-rd. site —To prepare plans for new swimmirig 
bath at Linney Fields recreation ground. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans:—8 bung.i- 
lows at Blackpool-rd. for Fylde Contractors, ws 
main store and office block at Preston-rd. for J. 
Shields. 

Manchester.—Erection of offices, storeroom ard 
builders’ store with 2 flats at Albany-rd., Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy, for H. Rowlinson. Architect, J. Vipond, 
46, Redland-cres., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, ‘Manchester. 
—Extensions to factory to form additional office 
accommodation at Tortworth-st., oe a for 
London Waterproof Co., Ltd. Plans by L. D. Clegg 
Morgan & Co., Prudential-bldgs., Union-st., ide 
—Erection of new hostel for women prison officers at 
Sherborne-st., Great Ducie-st. and Cotham-st., 
Strangeways, Manchester, for Prison Commissioners. 
Plans by MoW Architect’s Department, Abell House, 
John Islip-st., SW1. 

Middlesbrough.—South Durham Steel & Iron Co., 
Ltd., received sanction from Iron and Steel Board to 
spend £44m. on further works developments. It is 
proposed to spend £24m. on new sinter plant, coke 
ovens and furnace at West Hartlepool works and £2m. 
on new sinter plant, boiler plant and large gas holder 
at Cargo Fleet Works, Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—Expected to be six months before 
tenders obtained for erection of new stores for 
Dickson & Benson, Ltd. Cost understood to be 
about £100,000. A, P. R. Middleton, Norwich Union 
House, 17, Albert-rd. 

Morecambe.—BC to _ negotiate contracts with 
William Huddleston & Sons, Ltd., Back Sefton-rd., 
for erection of 34 dwellings at Branksome-dr. estate, 
and with Heysham Building Co., Ltd., Middleton-rd. 
for 12 dwellings, with E. Webster & ‘Co... Ltd., 28, 
agg eg for 10 dwellings, and with A . Collis & 

Ltd., for 9 dwellings. 

‘Neweasile-on-Tyne.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hosp. 
Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., received planning 
approval from MH&LG to develop Prudhoe and 
Monkton Hosp., Prudhoe (Northumberland), cost 
£14m. Work to be done in stages, and work on first 
section may start this summer.—Board also received 
permission to build £14m. hosp. near Whitehaven, 
Cumberland. P Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, 
Board’s Chief A. 

North Riding.—J. H. Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, appointed architect by EC for pro- 
posed Malton Sec. Sch., while B. Edwards & 
Ptnrs., 52, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, appointed 
architects for proposed Bedale Sec. Sch. 

North Riding.—EC to ask M of E to include in 
1956-7 building programme major instalment of pro- 
posed technical college at Scarborough.—Plans to be 
prepared for second instalment of proposed — 
Cleveland Tech. College, Redcar. School A, 
Dickenson, County Hall, Northallerton, and ace 

, Davies, Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., 
Westminster, SW1. 

North Riding.—EC programme for next financial 
year: Sec. schs. at Bedale (£135,450); Guisborough 
(£187,000); Malton (£135,450); Pickering (£151,800); 
Redcar (£103,150); Skelton and Brotton (£103,150); 
Stokesley (£141,982); Thirsk (£100,512); Leyburn 
(£135,450). Primary schs. at rE — 332); 
Eston (£51,393), and Skelton, York (£3 

Northumberland.—Kenneth ng . Gate, 
Beadnell, architect for 23 houses at Bamburgh. 

Northumberland.—CC will shortly place contract 
for construction of police station div. headquarters 
at Hexham. Plans by County A, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nuneaton.—IC approved plans, reconstruction of 
old Grammar Sch. at Vicarage-st., for Parochial 
Church Council; licensed premises at the corner of 
Vernons-la. and Blackatree-rd. for P. Walker & Son 
(Warrington and Burton), Brewers, Ltd. 

Richmond (Yorks).—Theatre Royal to be restored 
and adjoining offices reconstructed. Architect, 
Cc. W. C. Needham. 

wee received allocation 24 houses for 


Skelton (Yorks).—Brotton Church Council negotiat- 
ing with UDC for acquisition of site for Sunday sch. 
and church hall. 

South Bank (Yorks).—British Oxygen Co., Ltd., 
London, plan erection of factory, offices, gasholder 
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and coolers at South Bank on site of 10 acres of land. 

South Shields.—Salvation Army received planning 
permission from BC fer new Salvation Army hall at 
juaction Prince Edward-rd. /Stanhope-rd. 

Staffs.—Six new cty. sec. mod. schs. to be added 
to County EC’s building programme for 1955-56. 
They will be built at Hixon, Penkridge, Warslow, 
Rocester, Barton-under-Needwood and Waterhouses. 
Additional FE projects to be added to year’s pro- 
gramme will include extensions to Tamworth and 
Leek colleges of education, Wednesbury Com. College 
and Dudley Tech. College, cost £217,000. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC approved plans by Boro’ A, 
T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, for new municipal 
buildings and hall, cost £225,000. Ministry approval 
sought. 

Stourbridge.—TC propose erection of 502 dwellings 
on Part 2 of Wollaston Farm estate. Plans by S. 

Sunderland.—TC received loan sanction £464,172 
for erection of 356 houses on Farringdon Estate, ‘and 
£359,549 for erection of 87 houses at Southwick and 
182 houses on Grindon Nookside Estate.—Matkin & 
Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., prepared 
plans for six houses in Leominster-rd. for J. Prentice, 
builders.—Thompson’s Auto Service, Ltd., 5, Stoney- 
la., propose workshop for general ” automobile 
engineering near Sunderland-st. 

Sunderland.—RDC received approval from Minis- 
try for building 16 houses at Silksworth, cost £20,334. 
en by S, Emmerson, Council Offices, The 
Esplanade. 

Swadlincote (Derbys).—RC Auths. propose erection 
of new church, £20,000 est. Plans by Harrison & 
Cox, 49, Frederick-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15. 

Wallasey.—BC approved erection of 10 shops and 
79 dwellings on site P6 extensions. To include pro- 
posed Birket Cty. Prim. Sch. in 1955/6 programme. 
Appointed W. M. Law & Son, 26, Exchange-st. East, 
Liverpool, as QS, William Jones, 27, Dale-st., as 
steel work and rc concrete consultant, and E. 
Griffiths & Son, Kinders Allport-rd.. Liverpool, as 
heating consultants for Lingham and Birket Jun. 
and Mixed Schs. 

Warrington.—BC propose erection of branch 
library at junction Poplars-ave./Capesthorne-rd.— 
Approved plans: Bitumen emulsion filling shed on 
north side of Loushers-la. for Dussek Bitumen and 
Taroleum, Ltd.; sanitary accommodation and en- 
gineers’ offices and fittings shop for Joseph Crosfield 
& Sons, Ltd.; extension to works at Bewsey-rd. for 
N Greening & Sons. Ltd.; Staff association club at 
Winwick-st. for British Railways LMS Region Staff 
Assoc. 

Warwickshire.—CC to be asked by Buildings Com. 
on Feb. 23 to authorise spending of £84,000 by com. 
in 1955-56. Estimates include £15,000 for first stages 
of new council chamber and offices; £15,000 for 
extensions to Judges’ House, adjoining Shire Hall, 
Warwick, and £14,650 for reorganisation of Shire Hall 
boiler house. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—MH&LG approved 
UDC’s proposal to erect 62 houses by direct labour 
on Coach-rd. site. Plans by S, Council Offices. 

West Hartlepool.—Boro’ A, A. G. Sinclair, to 
prepare plans for erection of two blocks of flatlets for 
Welfare Com. EC considering construction of College 
of FE.—TIC to acquire properties needed in connec- 
tion with proposed new fire station. Work on project 
to begin in April, 

West Riding.—CC to erect 67 portable classrooms 
during 1955/6 programme at various sites, £150,000 
est. 

Wigan.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. Brd. propose new 
physiotherapy and rehabilitation department at Royal 
Albert Edward Infirmary. Architects, Thomas Worth- 
ington & Sons, 178, Oxford-rd., Manchester, a3, 


Wolverhampton.—EC to invite tenders from 
selected contractors for proposed Wobaston Sec. Sch. 


Worcs.—-EC made following appointments for 
schools in 1955/6 programme:—Bromsgrove College 
of FE (instalment, £120, Architects, - Yorke, 

Rosenberg and Mardall, 2, Hyde Park-pl., W2; 
QS, Oswald Wainwright, 63, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham, 2. Malvern C of E ‘Special Agreement Sec. 
(2 FE plus one classroom, £95, Architects, Pem- 
berton and Bateman, 21, Vine-st., Evesham: Stour- 
bridge, Brook-st. Sec. (extensions for 180 places, 
£63,000). County Lomas, 13, Castle-st., 
Worcester; QS, Bridgewater and Coulton, Queen’s 
College-chbrs., Paradise-st., Birmingham, 1.  Ten- 
bury Sec. (extensions for 60 places, £35 ,000). County 
A. Bridgewater and Coulton. Bromsgrove Charford 
Prim. (2 FE Infants. £39,300). County A, Bridge- 
water and Coulton. Halesowen, Hasbury Farm Prim. 
(Q FE Jun.. £50,300). County A, Bridgewater and 
Coulton. Halesowen Howley Grange Prim. (2 FE 
Jun., £51,300). Architects, Richard Sheppard & 
Pinrs,. 15, Bedford-p!l., London WC1. Redditch, 
Studley-rd. Prim. (1 FE Infants’ and Junior, £44,000). 
County A, Bridgewater and Coulton. Kidderminster 
North County Sec. (3 FE, £14,000). A, Frederick 
Gibberd, 8, Percy-st., W1. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Abingdor.—20 ig poe at Kennington: *W. F. 
Pratley & Son, £24, 
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Ashby-de-la-Zouch. — 60 dwellings, Willesley-rd. 
estate, for UDC. Architects: Pick, Everard, Keay & 
imson:— 
Butterley Co., Ltd., Ripley, nr. Derby £106,949 


Searancke, Ltd., Woodville, nr. 
Burton-on-Trent 97,299 

Browning Bros., Ltd., 3, Main-st. 4 Humber- 

stone, Leicester 93,808 
Drury & Co., Ltd., The Grange, ‘Wigston 

Fields, Leicester oe 92,117 
A. G. Clower, Ltd., Daybrook-sa., “Arnold, 

nr. Nottingham RY 89,754 

Barnard Castle.—26 houses at Green-ls. for the 
North-Eastern Housing Association, Metrovick House, 
Northumberland-rd., | Newcastle- on-Tyne: *R, w 
Williamson, Ltd., Rowlands Gill, £33,246. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—90 houses and 12 flats, Mar- 
gate-st. site, for CBC. BE&S, J. N. Flitcroft. QS, 
Poole and Dick, Manchester: ‘*Barrow-in-Furness 
Corporation Building Department, Salthouse-rd., 
Barrow-in-Furness, £142,516. 

Billericay.—16 aged persons’ bungalows at Pound- 
la. housing estate for UDC: Beckwith, Ltd., 
Coombes, Stambridge-rd., Rochford, £16,670. 

Brierley Hill.—28 dwellings at Harrison-rd. for TC: 
*Percy Cox, Ltd., Quarry-bank, Brierley Hill, £34,676. 

British Railways (London ‘Midland Region).— 
Sidings and bridge to serve Clay Cross coke “plant: 
gh Fairclough, Ltd. (Steelwork), Butterley Co., 

t 

Carlisle.—Carlisle crematorium for City and CBC: 
*J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £45,999. 

Coventry.—48 flats ond 14 garages at Halls Farm 
estate, Stoke Aldermoor, for TC: *Garlicks, Ltd., 42, 
Far Gosford-st., Coventry, £70,213 (ext. to existing 
contract). 

Dudley.—142 dwellings at Sledmere estate for BC: 
*J. McLean & Sons, Ltd., Coven, Standeford, 
£193,218. 

Dunbartonshire.—136 dwellings in flats at the Fair- 
ley housing site, Clydebank. Architect, J. Austen 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh: 

*Atho!l Houses, Ltd., 29, Park- -circus, Woodlands-rd., 
Westend, Glasgow. 


Farnworth.—14 houses at Watson-rd. site for BC: 
*E. F. Davis, Ltd., Bank-st., Farnworth. 


Glasgow.—Police garage at  Helen-st., Govan. 
Chief Architect, James Macmillan Riddet, Architec- 
tural and Planning Dept., Municipal-bldgs., Glasgow: 
*Brown, Fraser & Co., Lid., 24, Durward-ave., Lang- 
side, Glasgow, £22, 067. 

Henley.—Ten dwellings and the construction of 
siteworks at Nuffield: *A. Brown & Sons, £16,266. 

Leeds.—Following for TC: 406 houses at Intake-la. 
and Cow-close sites: *N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., Frank- 
land-ter., Leeds, £505,274. ef at Swarcliffe estate, 
Tong-rd. and Cow-close: *Wm. Airey & Son (Leeds), 
Ltd., Eldon House, Leeds, £483,339. 248 at Seacroft 
and *Bath-la. sites: *Geo. Calverley & Sons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Evington Valley-rd., Leicester, 
£291,619. 186 at weston sites: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, £257,445 

Leeds.—Fo!lowing houses for TC: 160 at Tong-rd. 
and Silver-rd: *West and Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 34, 
Lincoln-rd., Leeds, £197,474. 92 at Fearnville House 
and Belle Isle sites: *Harlow and Milner, pe.» 
Warren-yard, Warrengate, Wakefield, £106,196. 
Erection of new omnibus garages at Sgacrott § for TC: 
*Higgs and Hill, Ltd.. Leeds, £117, 

Leicester.—Mowacre Hill infant po jonior schools 
for EC: *Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., West Brom- 
wich, £89,260. 

Liverpool. —Extensions at Alderwood County 
Primary School for EC: *Hibberts (Builders), Ltd., 
103, Rockbank-rd., Liverpool, 13, £29,090. 6 flats at 
Greetham-st. for TC: *Scarisbrick Contractors, Ltd., 
71, Dale-st., Liverpool, £11,052. Alterations to office 
building at 19. Sir Thomas-st. for Edison Swan Elec- 
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tric Co., Ltd.: *Wm. Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., Gt. 
Newton-st., Liverpool. 

LCC.—Erection of Pelham school (Wandsworth 
CAO a — secondary school for about 850 
OyYS 
Leslie & Co., “™ Kensington 
Ww. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley . 

a Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans 

J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam 

Nolizad & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., St. 

Pancras 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... 

Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. , 

*Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster. . 96, 

The architect’s comparable estimate is £193, 239. 


LCC.—We regret that in our issue of February 4 
details of the proposed development at Roehampton- 
la. (Nos. 2 and 3) sites, Wandsworth, were not 
reported in full. 
account follows: 

Construction on the Roehampton-la. (Nos. 2 and 3) 
sites, Wandsworth, of 660 flats in 15 11-storey blocks, 
375 maisonettes in five 1l-storey blocks, 588 maison- 
ettes in 26 four-storey blocks, 25 maisonettes over 21 
shops in three three-storey blocks, two maisonettes 
over two public-houses, 133 houses.in one three-storey 
and 14 two-storey blocks and 56 one-room dwellings 
for old people, together with g warden’s house. 
There will also be a central heating and hot-water 
system. an old people’s club, 830 tenants’ stores, 73 
garages and an estate workshop and district office. 
For the purpose of inviting oe the work was 
divided into two sections: Section 1 comprising mainly 
the Il-storey blocks, and section 2 mainly the omen 
blocks, and tenders were invited for the two sections 
of the work separately, as well as for the whole. The 
rates and prices in the bills of quantities for contract 
A (four of the blocks in section 1 and-11 of the blocks 
in section 2) will be used to value the cost of the work 
in contract B (the construction of the rest of the blocks 
in the two sections). Nine of the firms submitted 
tenders for sections 1 and 2 separately and eight sub- 
mitted tenders for sections 1 and 2 combined, the 
amounts for contract A in each case being as follows: 

Names of firms who submitted tenders for sections 1 
and 2 separately were published in The Builder of 
February 4, the successful tender for section 1 being 
that of *Wates, Ltd., Norbury, £605,539, and for 
section 2 that of *Tersons, Ltd., Finchley, £524, 853. 

Firms who submitted tenders for sections 1 and 2 
combined are as follows: 


To avoid misunderstanding, a full 


Amount of 
Contract A. 
.. £1,334,052 
Py 534 


Sections 1 and 2. 
Taylor Woodrow ee. Ltd. 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd. e 
Prestige & Co., Ltd. 

J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 

Tersons, Ltd. 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 
John Laing & Son, Ltd. 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 

The Council has accepted the lowest ‘tenders for 
the execution of the work in two separate sections, 
viz., the tender of Wates, Ltd., for section 1 and that 
of Tersons, Ltd., for section 2 

§London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts:— 

Dunbartonshire: building work, A. Trail & Son, 
78, East Princes-street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire. 
Hampshire: civil engineering work, John Mowlem 
& Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1: re-roofing, 
Jno. Croad, Ltd., Portland-st., Portsea, Portsmouth; 
structural steelwork, South Durham Steel & Iron 
Co., Ltd., Malleable Works, GPO Box 5, Stockton- 
on-tees. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended February 12:— 

Building work: W. Foster & Sons, - Wharf-rd., 
Grantham, Lincs; Robert Watson & Co. (Const. 
Engrs..) Ltd., Filton Office, Filton, Bristol; W. & 
J. R. Watson, Ltd., 81, Great King-st., Edinburgh 3; 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd., 
Derby; James & Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington, Salis- 
bury, Wilts; Farrans, Ltd., 17, Rothesay-pl., Edin- 
burgh: Richard Costain, Ltd., 111, estminster 
Bridge-rd., SE1. Aviation fuel installation: 
William Sindall, Ltd.. Gloucester-st., Cambridge; 
Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Westerfield. Ipswich; Bosworth 
& Wakeford, Ltd., 24, New-st., Daventry, Northants. 
Resurfacing work: Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., Steel House, Tothill-st., SW1. Artificers 
work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 17, Easton-st.. High 
Wycombe, Bucks. Repairs to ‘roofs, etc.: Maurice 
Hill, Ltd., Blendworth House, Horndean, Hants. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended February 5:— 

London: TRO, 120 Finchley-rd., NW3, Alterations 
and additions, T. G. Waterman, Ltd., 187, White- 
chapel-rd., El; Chancery-la., Old Station, wc2, 
post office —S protection scheme, John Mow- 
lem & Co., 91, Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1. Aber- 
deenshire : DSi. Torry, Aberdeen, "alterations to 
buildings A and G to form laboratories, A. Hall 
Son, Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen. Bedfordshire: 
Mile-rd., Bedford, construction of PO engng. depot. 
First part of stage 1, Warton & @oodsmmp, Ltd., 
8/8a, Union-st., Bedford. Gloucestershire: MoW $/D 
Stores, Winterstoke- td., Bristol, alterations to form 
new office accommodation in admin. ny a Stone 
& Co. (Bristol), Ltd., Redland-rd., Bristol 6. Lanca- 
shire: PO Delivery Office, Fleet-st.. Preston, altera- 
tions and extension, Barrow Bros. (Lancaster), Ltd., 
Bulk-rd., Lancaster; PO Cross-st., Hindley, Wigan, 
erection and completion of ATE, "John McGeoch & 
Sons, Ltd., Arbour-la., Kirkby Trading Estate, Liver- 
pool; Customs and Excise, Cunard Building, Pier-rd., 
Liverpool, internal decorations, Wm. Morris’ & Bros., 
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Ltd., 14, Colquit-st., 


Govt. Wool Station, Love-la., Liverpool, 


Liverpool 1; Ministry of Iabour 
internal 
decorations, Decorations (Liverpool,) Ltd., 24, Pem- 
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THE BUILDER 


broke-st., Liverpool 3. Worcestershire: Ministry of 
Supply RRE, Malvern, internal painting block ** F,’ 
T. Oliver (Builder,) Ltd., St. Martins Works, St. 
Martins-pl., Worcester. Yorkshire : HPO, Cooke-st., 
Keighley, alterations and adaptations, Ernest Turner, 
Ltd., Bradford-st., Keighley; Ministry of Health, 
Chapel Allerton Hospital, Leeds, improvement to 
reception facilities, G. H. D. Reid & Sons (Leeds), 
Ltd., 109, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds. 

€London (War Dept,).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended February 5:— 

Essex: roadwork, W. & C. French, Ltd., Buck- 
hurst Hill. Hertfordshire: building work, G. T. 
Crouch, Ltd., Kingston-on-Thames. Kent: roofing, 
James Geo, Tuxford, London. London: painting 
and decorating, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., London. 
Middlesex: building work, E. J. Logan (Putney), 
Ltd., London. Midlothian : wooden flooring, T. 
Boland & Co., Edinburgh. Monmouthshire: build- 
ing work, R. W. Moon, Ltd., Newport, Mon. 
Northamptonshire: painting, T. E. Cundy & Son, 
Ltd., Leicester. Northumberland: building work, 
J. G. Green & Sons, Ltd., Morpeth. Roxburgh- 
shire, painting, Chisholm Decorators, Ltd., Glasgow. 
Warwickshire: building work, Espley & Co., Ltd., 
Evesham. Yorkshire: roadwork, Alston Limeston 
Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; building work, G. 
Dougi]l & Sons, Ltd., Darlington. 

Marton (Yorks).—Conversion of Tollesby Hall, a 
40-roomed mansion, into offices and erection of repair 
shops and workshops, for A. Robinson (Contractors), 
Ltd., builders and contractors, 423, Linthorpe-rd., 
Middlesbrough: *Direct labour, £20,000. 

Newburn (Northumberland).—42 houses at Wester- 
hope, for the UDC. Surveyor, J. H. Weatherley: *R. 
Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £58,423 (approved by Ministry). 

Notts.—Workshop_ Technical School for EC: 
Ae oe a Ltd., 2, Wood-st., Mans- 
field, £173,5 

et = approved for 250 houses for Ren- 
frewshire at the Foxbar housing site. Architect, J. 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, 
Edinburgh: *Athol Houses, Ltd., 29, ‘Park-circus, 
Woodlands--rd., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Petersfield (Hants).—Eight bungalows at Dean’s-la. 
estate, for RDC: *Powell & Lillywhite, Ltd., Row- 
lands Castle-rd., Horndean, Portsmouth, £8.816. 
(Sabject to the approval of the Min. of H and LG.) 

Plymouth.—Two-storey office block with single 
storey at the rear. Architects. Messrs. H. J. 
Hammick. 10, Princess-sq., Plymouth. Surveyors, 
Messrs. Gleed (Plymouth), Pheenix-chbrs., Princess® 
sq., Plymouth: *A. . Coles (Contractors), Ltd., 
Sutton-rd., Plymouth, £10,633. 

Rainford.—Eight houses and 10 bungalows at 
Crank-hill for UDC: *Calderbank and Fairhurst, 
Ltd., Lower Ince, Wigan, £19,271. 
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Romiley.—77 dwellings for Romiley Development 
Co., Ltd.: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
Liverpool. 

St. Marylebone.—Four flats on the site of Nos. 
17/19, Balcombe-st., NW1: *A. C. Pitt & Son, 94/96, 
Eversholt-st., NW1, £10,990. 

Salford.—Conversion of Nonconformist Chapel at 
Northern Cemetery to form crematorium for TC: 
*J. Blackshaw & Sons, West Wynford-st., Manches- 
ter, £21,052. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of CP school at_ Fegg 
Hayes for EC: *Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., Filton, 
Bristol, £51,493. 

Sutton Coldfield.—39 dwellings at Falcon bee 
estate for BC: *Butler Bros. (Birmingham), Ltd., 
Sutton-rd., Birmingham. 

Weardale.—28 houses at The Causeway, Wolsing- 
ham, for the RDC. Architect, J. Lawton, Council 
Offices, Stanhope, Co. Durham: *William Stobart, 
Crook, Co. Durham, £37,135. 

West Hartlepool.—20 houses, for the TC. Boro’ 

A. G. Sinclair: *Direct labour. 

West Hartlepool.—Extension to stores in Lynn-st., 
rend F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., London: *Direct 
abour. 
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